BUILDING OUR LEGACY

As we celebrate Purim, we reflect on the leadership of Mordechai and Esther—two
individuals who stepped up when it mattered most, ensuring the survival and
strength of the Jewish people. Their engagement with the political powers of their
time was crucial in securing the future of their community. Their story reminds us
how vital it is to have engaged and supportive voices in leadership—but just as
important is our role in shaping the next generation of leaders.

As parents, we often assume that our deepest beliefs and values will naturally pass
down to our children. But values are not inherited; they are taught. If we want our
children to be engaged citizens, to stand up for their community, and to take
responsibility for shaping the world around them, we must model that behavior with
intent and purpose. When our kids see us actively involved—whether by voting,
volunteering, or advocating for what matters—they are far more likely to follow our
example.

With the Vancouver by-election coming up on April 5, we encourage parents to
not only vote but also get involved alongside their children. Our school has been
working with CJPAC to give students hands-on experience in the democratic
process, including volunteering for candidates who support causes that matter to
our community. This election season, we invite parents to join their children in
call banking, canvassing, and helping ensure people get out to vote. If you'd
like to take part, please reach out to me or to CJPAC—together, we can make a
difference.

Purim teaches us that while miracles may be hidden, they happen through the
actions of dedicated individuals. Just as Mordechai and Esther worked within the
system to bring about positive change, we, too, can make a difference by
supporting candidates who align with our values. Let us take this lesson to heart—
celebrating the joy of the holiday while also taking meaningful steps to strengthen
our community.

Chag Purim Sameach!

Stephen Berger
Head of Judaic Studies



