
Are You a Disciple Maker?       Are You a “Great Commission”Church?         

                       
Jesus last words are our first command in The Great Commission of Matthew 28:18-20. Jesus said 
“As you go, make disciples of all the nations… “.  Have we really been doing that? A Billy Graham 
billboard in Florida once read, “Our goal is to make disciples and not just converts!” 

 

Have you ever really been discipled? – one on one, life on life by another person who was pouring 
their life into your life and helping you to grow in spiritual maturity so that you in turn can pour your 
life into someone else and then multiply that effort? Jesus poured into John (1) and the (3) Peter, 
James and John mostly and then the 12 disciples and then His 70+ followers and then the masses, 
pretty much in that order. 
 

Discipleship Questions 

Are You truly a Disciple of Jesus Christ? Are you making Disciples? Are you passing on your faith? 

 

What is Discipleship? 

II Timothy 2:2 Paul said, “And the things which you have heard from me in the presence of 
many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, who will be able to teach others also.”(NASB) 
Is there a Paul in your life? Is there a Timothy who you are mentoring spiritually? 

  
Matthew 4:19 “Jesus said to them, ’Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.’” 

In his book Discipleshift (p 51), Jim Putman uses a Biblical definition from Matthew 4:19 to define a 
disciple. 

 Follow Me: following Christ                                     (Head) – Willful Choice 
 I will make you: being changed by Christ               (Heart) – Life Transformation 
 Fishers of men: committed to the mission of Christ (Hands) – Ministry Application 

 

“A disciple is a follower of Christ, being changed by Christ, and on the mission of Christ." Are you on 
Mission with Christ?  
 

Man in the Mirror Ministries has a similar definition and defines a disciple as “a personal follower 
of Jesus Christ who has been called to live in Him, equipped to live like Him, and sent to live for 
Him.  
John 15:8 – Jesus defines a disciple as a fruit bearer! “By this is My Father glorified, that you bear 
much fruit, and so prove to be my disciples." (NASB)   
                                  
“A disciple is a fully devoted follower of Jesus Christ who is reproducing fruit that remains.” Marty 
Dupree 

 

When I was in college, I was discipled by Byron Peters, who was on staff with Campus Crusade for 
Christ. Every other week he met with our “action group” of 5 guys and each of us had a “discipleship 
group” of 5 guys that we discipled who led a “discovery group” bible study in their dorms or fraternity 
houses.  
 

Byron also met with me individually each week for growth and accountability. This experience of 
being discipled one of one, life on life in college is why I am in ministry today and is still one of the 
greatest influences on my spiritual life and why the “Great Commission” is my life verse. Matthew 28 
gives me something to live for that is worth dying for! Bryon also asked me 3 questions every week  
 

Questions for Accountability and Growth: 
 

1)     What are you doing for your Quiet Time with the Lord? 

2)     What is God teaching you? What are you learning? 

3)     Have you shared your faith with anyone recently? Tell us about it! 



 

What does a Disciple do?  
 Shares the Gospel  
 Builds disciple-making relationships 
 Duplicates themselves – mature and multiply! 

  
What does a Disciple-Making process look like ? (See journey line below) 
How does a Disciple-Maker reproduce Disciple Makers? Doing what a disciple is called to do and 
reproduce and multiply. One becomes 2 becomes 4 becomes 16 becomes 256 becomes 65,536 … 

 

Disciple-Making journey line = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = => 

A person's journey in Christ moves from being a 

Seeker->Studier –> Bible learner –> the CROSS - conversion/Surrender to Christ –> Spiritual growth 
–> Christian community –> be discipled -> disciple others –> disciple-maker –> multiplier. 
 

Often this process breaks down at the church /Christian community because of no disciple making. 
 

My challenge to you: Find a Paul or Lois in your life who can disciple and encourage you! And find a 
Timothy in your life who you can mentor and disciple! 
 

Dr. Charles Royal, who leads our Discipleship Support Team, has done a video series of “Disciple 
Making Interviews” with some of our pastors who are making disciples in their churches. Please 
see the Disciple Making Interview Series on the LRBA website.  
 

~Marty Dupree 

 

http://lrba.net/pastoral-resources/

