MAYOR’S MESSAGE TO CITY COUNCIL SEPTEMBER 3, 2026

Labor Day weekend is upon us, and | want to thank all our residents and visitors for a great summer
season. We had an outstanding first summer at our Community Center, where we’ve registered
thousands of people for membership at the facility. We've seen tremendous use of the building, with
members and guests taking full advantage of the gymnasium, walking track, and fitness area, along
with all the programs and activities offered at the Community Center.

Our beaches are in excellent shape following the replenishment project completed earlier in the
summer. | want to again thank everyone for their patience and understanding as we accomplished
this project that helps to ensure the long-term viability of our most precious natural resource.

This weekend we will have our final Concert under the Stars at Excursion Park, featuring the Taylor
Swift tribute band, Fearless. This is sure to be a show that will delight all the “Swifties,” as well as
anyone who enjoys a high energy, fun experience with great music and wonderful atmosphere.

Next Friday, September 11, at 9:00 a.m., the city will hold our annual Patriot Day ceremony at
Veterans Park. This is the 25th anniversary of that terrible day, and we’ll gather to remember and
honor those who lost their lives on that fateful day.

With the summer season coming to a close, several public improvement projects will soon be
resuming, including the following:

*Paving Central Avenue from JFK Boulevard to 56th Street.

*Paving Pleasure Avenue from 79th to 85th Street.

*Promenade construction, including new handicapped accessible ramps and decorative lighting.
*Construction of a handicapped accessible dune walkover and viewing platform at the north end of
the island.

*Construction of new breakwaters and docks at the municipal boat ramp at the city’s marina.

As we head into the fall season, in addition to the capital projects we’ll be undertaking, city staff will
be working on preparing plans for future projects as we develop the next five-year capital plan for
presentation to city council and the public. This is an important process to review citywide priorities,
assess progress to date, and re-establish priorities for the coming years.

Also this fall, we’ll start to put together our budget for 2027. Sound financial management is one of
the pillars of good government, and | want to let everyone know that we are in excellent financial
shape. Of course, we won’t know our final figures until the end of the year, but current tracking of
revenues and expenditures points to a solid position for establishing next year’s budget. Last year we
were able to adopt a budget with a very modest increase of less than one cent on the tax rate - 3/4 of
a cent to be exact. I'm hopeful that we’ll do better in 2027.

| have two shout outs for this week’s newsletter. The first shout out goes to the men and women of
the city’s Public Works and Community Services departments. | want to thank all of them for keeping



the city clean and well maintained, running all our programs and activities with enthusiasm and
professionalism, and for being outstanding ambassadors for Sea Isle City.

The next shout out goes to Braca Café and Henri's Bar on their 125th Anniversary. Bracas has been
a longstanding establishment of fine cuisine in Sea Isle, and | want to send congratulations to Kim
Gibson and the entire crew for their outstanding run!

Smile...You're in Sea Isle!

Mayor Leonard C. Desiderio

Photo: Mayor Desiderio presenting Kim Gibson with a commemorative plaque for the 125

Anniversary of Braca Café




