19™ ANNUAL CHEROKEE COUNTY AG EXPO
March 22 River Church, 2335 Sixes Rd. 10 a.m. -2 p..m. Canton
This free event features a tractor and petting zoo, display booths from more than 20 agricultural

organizations and lots of door prizes. The Ag Expo is open to the public. For more information,
contact Denise Forward at 770-479-1481 or dbforward@gfbco.org.

CROP AND DAIRY SAFETY NET PROGRAMS

March 31 DMC application deadline
April 15 ARC/PLC application deadline
The USDA Farm Service Agency is accepting applications for key safety-net programs —
Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) as well as Dairy Margin
Coverage (DMC). ARC and PLC provide financial protections to farmers from substantial drops
in crop prices or revenues and are vital economic safety nets for most American farms. Meanwhile,
DMC provides producers with price support to help offset milk and feed price differences.
Producers should contact their local USDA Service Center for more information on these
programs.

KEL-MAC SADDLE CLUB HORSE SHOWS

April 12, May 17, Sept. 20 & Oct. 25 Morgan Co. Ag Center Madison
These shows are open to equestrians of all ages and experience levels. Classes include
hunter/jumper, western, gaited, trail obstacles, ranch riding, ranch reining, dressage on the rail,
halter/showmanship, “small fry”” and more. All shows begin at 9 a.m. - rain or shine. Trail classes
are from 10 a.m. -3 p.m. Western Classes not to start before lunch. Riders must be members of
Kel-Mac to accrue points towards year-end awards. Age divisions for competition are as follows:
Small Fry: 10 and under; Junior: under 14 years of age; Senior: 14 years and over. Novice: Rider
is in 1st or 2nd year of showing. Green Horse: Horse is in 1st or 2nd year of showing. Entry fee
per class is $12. Stall fees are $15 for club members & $20 nonmembers. All overnight stalls are
$25. For more information about the shows, visit the KelMac Saddle Club Facebook page, or
www.kel-mac.com or call Arlene Williams at 706-431-8600. Signup for shows on the website.
General admission is free and concession food and drinks will be available. The Morgan County
Ag Center is located at 2380 Athens Hwy. (441), north of Madison. These volunteer-run shows
generate funds to benefit Kel-Mac’s equestrian related charities. The Kel-Mac Saddle Club has
donated more than $170,250 back to Georgia’s Piedmont region during its 49 years including: the
Georgia Equine Rescue League, ReDux Equine Rescue, Sweet Olive Rescue, and the Morgan
County Sheriff’s Empty Stocking Fund, and the equestrian facilities of state & county parks such
as A. H. Stephens, Hard Labor Creek, and Heritage Park.

2025 GEORGIA FARM DOG CONTEST

May 1 Entry deadline
Do you have a special farm dog that herds or guards your livestock? Maybe it keeps you company
as you do your daily chores and provides stress relief. Maybe it has done something heroic. Georgia
Farm Bureau is accepting entries for its 2025 Georgia Farm Dog Contest until 10:59 p.m. on May
1 or until 200 entries are accepted. Contest is open to GFB members ages 18 and over. The grand
prize winner will receive a $500 gift card and be recognized at the 2025 Sunbelt Ag Expo. For


mailto:dbforward@gfbco.org
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/resources/programs/arc-plc
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/resources/programs/arc-plc
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/resources/programs/dairy-margin-coverage-program-dmc
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/resources/programs/dairy-margin-coverage-program-dmc
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator
http://www.kel-mac.com/

GFB Field Notes page 2 of 11

contest rules and the criteria dogs will be judged by, visit https://gfb.ag/25farmdogcontest. Special
thanks to GFB Insurance and the Georgia Foundation for Agriculture for helping GFB sponsor the
contest!

GEORGIA CENTENNIAL FARM APPLICATIONS

May 1 deadline to apply
Centennial Farm applications are open to all qualifying candidates. Farms play a pivotal role in
shaping the legacy of our state, serving as the bedrock for economic, cultural, and familial
traditions for generations of Georgians. Several farms boast a legacy spanning more than a century,
and Georgia recognizes their historical significance through the Georgia Centennial Farm
program. Nominees must be a working farm with a minimum of 10 acres of the original purchase,
actively involved in agricultural production, and must generate at least $1,000 in annual farm-
generated income. In addition, farms must have been continuously farmed by members of the same
family for at least 100 years or be listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Qualifying
Georgia Centennial Farms are honored each October at an awards ceremony at the Georgia
National Fairgrounds and Agricenter in Perry. The Georgia Centennial Farm program is
administered by the Historic Preservation Division of the Georgia Department of Community
Affairs; Georgia Farm Bureau Federation; Georgia Department of Agriculture; Georgia EMC;
Georgia National Fair and Agricenter; and University of Georgia Cooperative Extension. For more
information, please contact Rose Mayo, Historic Preservation Division Outreach Coordinator, at
770-855-2586 or rose.mayo(@dca.ga.gov. The postmark deadline for applications is May 1,
2025. Applications are available online at https://gfb.ag/centennialfarmsapply.
(https://www.dca.ga.gov/georgia-historic-preservation-division/historicresources/centennial-
farms)

GEORGIA PIVOT SURVEY

A research team from the University of Georgia, University of Nebraska, University of Florida,
Fort Valley State University, and Texas A&M AgriLife Extension, sponsored by the National
Science Foundation, is conducting a survey to understand the recovery of farms following
windstorms. Farmers are asked to participate. This survey asks about your farm, damage inflicted
by recent hurricanes, and recovery since the hurricane. The survey should take approximately 15
minutes to complete, depending on the types of structures on your farm and the damage the farm
experienced. Questions 11-15 are voluntary, answer if you would like. Your participation is
completely voluntary, and all responses will be kept confidential. —To participate, visit
https://forms.office.com/r/ JZGAxfKfRG. For more information, contact Wes Porter
at wporter@uga.edu, or Joshua Dawson at dawsonj01(@fvsu.edu, or call 229-386-7328.

UGA WARNELL SCHOOL OF FORESTRY BOBWHITE QUAIL SURVEY

The Martin GAME Lab at the Warnell School of Forestry and Natural Resources at UGA is
looking for private landowners in Georgia to take part in a brief survey about their opinions on
bobwhite quail management for a study titled "Bobwhite Restoration, Incentives, and Research".
The purpose of the study is to better understand landowners’ opinions on bobwhite quail
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management and cost-share programs landowners would enroll in to manage their properties for
bobwhite quail. Visit https://ugeorgia.cal.qualtrics.com/.../SV_3aRgl.cUioS8uy0u to take the
study. Thank you in advance for helping with in this study.

UGA CITRUS ORCHARD NUTRITIONAL SURVEY

For the past three growing seasons, the UGA Agricultural and Environmental Services Labs
(AESL) has been conducting a foliar nutrient survey of Georgia's citrus industry with funding from
the USDA and Georgia Department of Agriculture's Specialty Crop Block Grant Program. One of
the conditions of the project’s grant funding is that researchers seek stakeholder feedback on the
effectiveness of the program, and how this work may influence future grower decisions. The
project researchers ask that you please complete this short (7 questions, 3-5 minutes) Citrus
Nutrition Questionnaire here. These results will help UGA researchers demonstrate the importance
of this work to their sponsors, which increases the likelihood of future funding in this area. If you
would like to learn more about this project and the results of the study, visit the project website.

PIEDMONT CONSERVATION DISTRICT FERAL SWINE CONTROL SERVICES
Ongoing

The Piedmont Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) has acquired a trapping system to
provide control services throughout Piedmont SWCD which includes Morgan, Greene, Taliaferro,
Putnam, Hancock, Baldwin, and Jones Counties. If you are interested in feral swine control
services, please contact the District’s Hog Control Custodian, Kris Pope
at kmpope(@bellsouth.net or ~ 404-402-2207. More information can be  found
at www.gacd.us/piedmont.

CONSERVATION DISTRICTS OFFER FERAL HOG CONTROL SERVICES
For a list of feral hog control services available in each GACD Conservation District,
visit https://gfb.ag/feralhoggacdresources.

GFB HAY DIRECTORY

GFB is accepting listings for its online hay directory. Farm Bureau members with hay for sale or
who offer custom harvesting or custom sprigging services are invited to list their hay and/or
services in the GFB Quality Hay Directory published on the GFB website. Hay for sale or services
can be listed or removed from the directory throughout the year. To be included in GFB’s online
hay directory, complete a submission form by visiting your county Farm Bureau office or online
at www.gfb.ag/hay. Please include a $10 check made payable to Georgia Farm Bureau for each
listing of hay, custom harvesting or custom sprigging. Multiple listings are allowed. Listings can
be updated in the directory throughout the year as hay inventories change. Hay producers who
entered the 2024 GFB Quality Hay Contest receive a free listing in the online GFB Hay Directory.

988 SUICIDE & CRISIS LIFELINE OFFERS SUPPORT
The 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline can be reached by calling or texting 988 or chatting on
988lifeline.org. 988 serves as a universal entry point so that no matter where you live in the U.S.,
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you can easily access 24/7 emotional support. You don’t have to be suicidal to reach out. 988
trained crisis counselors can help you through whatever mental health challenges you are
experiencing.



