
 
 
 
 
 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 

Consultant Geologist  
 

Introduction 

The Minerals Research Association of Nova Scotia (MRANS, www.mrans.ca) has received a 

grant from the provincial government’s Mineral Resources Development Fund (MRDF) to 

conduct geological research to locate economically viable deep gypsum deposits in the 

Musquodoboit Valley Carboniferous Basin of Nova Scotia. 

 

MRANS is soliciting proposals from consultant geologists interested in doing the research.  

 

Objective 

To locate two or more potential deep gypsum deposits in the Musquodoboit Valley 

Carboniferous Basin, each with a minimum of 100 million tonnes of reserves.  A map of the 

project area is appended. 

 

“Deep” in this context refers to the depth or thickness of a gypsum deposit, not its depth 

relative to surface.  It’s a reference to a deposit’s size, not how far underground it is. 

 

Background 

The gypsum deposits in Nova Scotia are “world class” in stature. Gypsum has been produced in 

Nova Scotia since the late 1700s and there have been numerous mining operations in several 

areas of the province. In the last 30 years there have been four main gypsum producers and 

these have met the needs of the wallboard industry on the east and gulf coasts in the US and 

Canada.  

 

While gypsum production volumes have been down in recent years, Nova Scotia has historically 

been one of the world’s largest providers of gypsum.  At its peak, the industry had an annual 

production of over 8.5 million tonnes shipped from the province.  There is significant likelihood 

of an increase in demand for natural gypsum as the United States housing market improves and 

supply of synthetic gypsum decreases. 

 

The gypsum resources of highest value are deep deposits (> 100 million tonnes) located close to 

tidewater. The prime location of these deep gypsum deposits in Nova Scotia is in, or adjacent 

to, the Carboniferous Basin that underlies much of the Musquobodoit Valley. In the 1980s the 

Department of Mines and Energy defined one such deposit at Murchyville near Middle 

Musquodoboit. This deposit was put out for tender to the private sector and was eventually 
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acquired by the German wallboard company Knauf.  Knauf has recently acquired US Gypsum 

(USG), one of the largest wallboard producers in North America, and it is hoped they will 

develop the Murchyville deposit. 

 

With growth in the demand for gypsum there will be a demand for further deep deposits by 

North American and/or European wallboard producers. If we can demonstrate that more of 

these large gypsum deposits may exist by having one (or more) available for advanced 

development, it would make Nova Scotia more attractive and it would increase the probability 

of another producer locating in the province. 

 

Project Requirements 

The consultant geologist will: 

 

1. Carry out a compilation of all geological and mineral exploration information on the 

Windsor Group rocks of the Musquodoboit Carboniferous Basin. 

2. Research all available drillhole data within Windsor Group rocks in the basin and carry 

out an examination of core from any of these drillholes stored at the Energy and Mines 

Core Library in Stellarton. 

3. Carry out testing of gypsum intervals of interest.  Samples will be chosen cooperatively 

with MRANS and paid for separately.  Consultant recommendations are due by April 1, 

2020. 

4. Provide updates on progress as required. 

5. Prepare and submit a final report highlighting high-potential sites by June 1, 2020. 

 

Work Restriction 

Under the terms of the MRDF grant, the consultant geologist will be prohibited from working 

on any private sector gypsum projects in the project area for one year after the public release 

of this project’s report. 

 

There is potential for a second phase of this project to be undertaken in 2020-21. 

 

Responding to the RFP 

If you are interested in responding to this Request for Proposals, we ask that you provide: 

 

• A brief summary of your or your company’s qualifications, including resumes and 

applicable project descriptions. 

• Brief description of how you would undertake the project. 

• A cost and schedule to complete the work.  

 



 
 
 
 
 

Consultant fees and expenses (i.e. travel expenses like mileage) must not exceed $61,000 in 

total (exclusive of HST). 

 

The deadline to respond is 2 pm, Monday, December 2, 2019.  Please email responses to 

sean@mrans.ca  

 

MRANS 

MRANS is a not-for-profit organization legally established under Nova Scotia’s Societies Act in 

2018.  Its mandate is to help the province’s mining and quarrying industry grow and create jobs 

for Nova Scotians by conducting and facilitating minerals-related research in partnership with 

government, industry and universities.   

 

Contact 

Sean Kirby, Executive Director 

Minerals Research Association of Nova Scotia 

sean@mrans.ca  

Tel: 902-820-2115 
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