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Meet Our Clergy Members 
The Rev. Susan McKee, 
Deacon 

Susan is a Charter member of 
The Episcopal Community.  Her 
ministry of prayer began when 
she was seven years old after 
making her First Holy 
Communion. Sunday 

afternoons while her brothers would watch sports on 
tv, she would go upstairs into her bedroom to pray for 
the unbaptized babies in purgatory. She baptized all 
her dolls.  ‘After she  made her confirmation at age 
eleven, she began “babysitting” her neighbor’s two 
daughters while their mother cared for a newborn 
son.  She took the two girls to church with her on 
Sundays. When Mrs. Nadeau announced that they 
were moving to Maine, Susan asked if she could take 
the baby to be baptized and be his Godmother and 
her nineteen year old brother would be his Godfather. 
Mrs. Nadeau allowed her the privilege of becoming a 
Godmother thus   “ saving this child from 
purgatory!”She continued to baptize all the children 
she gave a bath to while babysitting“ just in case” they 
weren’t baptized.  

Susan  “encounter-ed” Christ at a young age and felt 
close to Jesus all her life. At sixteen she heard a call 
to ministry; however, she wanted children. On her 
first visit to an Episcopal church, the associate rector 
was female and pregnant; Susan knew in her soul she 
had found her church home. She waited fifteen more 
years to be received into the Episcopal Church. She 
and her husband were expecting their first child.   

After participating in Cursillo Susan formed a Rule of 
Life and met regularly with a group for 
accountability. She and her husband served men’s 
and women ’s KAIROS Inside “God’s Special Time,” 
and she became a DOK. Chapter and Diocesan 
President where she met Patty Joy Posan, Sue 
Schlanbusch, and others interested in forming The 
Episcopal Community. 

After finishing EFM, and the School for Deacons, 
Susan was ordained Deacon by her bishop, The Rt. 
Rev. Phillip M. Duncan in 2011.  Susan served on the 
KAIROS Outside South Alabama Advisory Council, 
CGC Cursillo Commission, and currently serves on 
the CGC Prison Commission. She was active in her 
choir, altar guild, and three children’s lives. She has 
two beautiful grandchildren who live next door that 
have her heart. 

Susan started a ministry to the elderly in Seagrass 
Assisted Living providing a service once a week for 
Holy Communion and on other special occasions. 

Kairos Outside South Alabama KOSA (for women), a 
ministry to the families of the incarcerated and 
formerly incarcerated women who did not have the 
opportunity to attend Kairos while incarcerated. 
Susan was able to love and serve the Lord, sharing 
the love of Christ and His transforming love and 
forgiveness with those impacted by incarceration. She 
serves as Spiritual Director or volunteers in one way 

or another each weekend. The 6th KOSA Weekend is 
April 1-3, 2022 please keep us in your prayers. 

 

The Rev. Lola Annette 
Culbreath 

Lola  grew up on the Fort Apache 
Indian Reservation in Arizona, one 
of four children. Her parents 
worked for the government, they 
were loving kind parents.  They did 
not have a lot of money, but they 

were never without love.  Her mother and older sister 
took the family to the Baptist church and where they 
were baptized.  

Lola’s older sister Glenda was very devoted to her 
Christian belief’s and witnessed to her junior and 
high school friends, and anyone else would listen. 
Unfortunately, she was killed in a car accident at the 
age of 21. Although Lola was much younger, about 8 
or 9 years old when she died, her faith stayed with 
her for many years and she continued to attend 
church with her mother, when they were together. 

After moving to Las Vegas Nevada for work, Lola was 
unable to find a church that fit my spiritual needs,  
Her friend, Jayne Holmes, had been raised partly in 
the Episcopal church, so they started going to All 
Saints Episcopal Church, in Las Vegas. She was 
confirmed in the Episcopal Church in 1987.  While 
working and attending church, they met Annette 
Mills who invited her to a meeting of the Daughters 
of the King. Lola’s life changed and she became 
actively involved in the chapter.  In 2010, they began 
a chapter in The Episcopal Community, the Circle of 
the Holy Spirit and they continue to study, read, 
share and host spiritual retreats in the surrounding 
area. 

Lola’s  thirst for God grew, along with her spiritual 
love for His message. Her spiritual journey helped 
her discover her true self, the soul deep within her. 
This unknown place is where she had a strong 
magnetic pull toward the self within and the desire to 
connect to something that was greater than herself.  
The Divine that dwells deep within us, had touched 
her and it is what guides her daily. It is what called 
her to the Priesthood.  After retirement Lola decided 
to answer a call to the Priesthood. She was ordained 
as a Deacon in 2018 at St. Martins in the Desert by 
The Right Reverend Dan T. Edwards, 10th Bishop of 
Nevada. Six months later I was ordained as an 
Episcopal Priest at Christ Episcopal Church in Las 
Vegas, NV.  

“Becoming a Priest has been the highlight of my life 
and a very rewarding calling. I am currently serving 
as one of the Priests at St. Martins in the Desert, 
Pahrump, NV,” writes Lola.  

 

  



The Rev. Kathleen Funk 
As a Daughter of the King from 
1993, I served as a chapter 
president, diocesan President, 
Vice President and President of 
Province 8, and three years on 
National council. Because of my 
experience in leadership with 
women’s organizations, I was 

asked to join a few women who wanted to start a 
group for Episcopal women to broaden our spiritual 
needs and education.  We met in Atlanta, Georgia in 
“2010” to discuss the direction we would take and to 
start to work out the details. Not all of those that were 
with us stayed. We did not have the budget or the 
funds to pay everyone’s travel expenses. 

 Although I have taught Sunday Schools over several 
years of my life and put together retreats and quiet 
days, my job kept me from volunteering as I would 
have liked (I traveled for many years in my job), I 
have always wanted to do more in the church When 
the opportunity came up and I was encouraged to 
become a priest, I was honored but scared to death. I 
am an introvert.  

A wonderful priest that spent time talking-to me 
about my fears told me that God was behind me and 
pushing. It was time for me to respond to my calling. 
I had been out of school for over four decades and 
was afraid I would not be able to handle the 
preparation studies.  During this time my husband 
was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s  and needed extra 
care.  At one point, besides the on-line classes and the 
classes with the Bishop and The Cannon of the 
Ordinary, I had to attend a class at the seminary in 
Berkeley. My children were great supporters. They 
took turns taking care of their father, and what ever 
they could do to support me in this new part of my 
life, especially during what could be considered a 
time of crises. 

The experience has been so rewarding in so many 
ways. I have learned so much. I continue to read 
books that I would not have understood without the 
classes. For me it has been exciting, and I just want to 
share with everyone the understanding and total love 
I have for the congregations and the people I serve.  
These are my family and their needs and desires are 
mine to help handle, however I can. During all of this, 
my relationship with our Savior has been so 
enhanced. All I can do is offer His services when 
needed on a daily basis.  

Peace to all, 
Rev. Kathy 

 
General Convention  
July 7 – 14, 2022 in Baltimore, Maryland 

 
The following members of The 
Episcopal Community will be 
attending the General Convention of 
The Episcopal Church in Baltimore, 
MD July 7 – 14, 2022.  
 

PattiJoy Posan Carol Putnam 
Becky Taylor  BB Vaughn  
Gayle Ahrens  Christina Butterworth 
Merry Keyser  Lorna MacDonald 

Susan McKee  BB Vaughn   
Carol Putnam  Nancy Young 
The Community will again this year, with the support 
of The Episcopal Church, have The Prayer Chapel 
open each day for Morning Prayer and Noon Day 
Prayer and as a place of contemplative quiet. Also, 
this year we will have an exhibit in the major exhibit 
hall. 
 
All persons attending the 80th General Convention 
will be required to present proof of full vaccination, 
including recommended boosters, against COVID-19 
or an exemption from a licensed physician to the 
General Convention Office and official authorized 
volunteers on request. The Committee will provide 
guidelines and adopt future policies detailing the 
submission of proof of vaccination status both in 
advance of General Convention and on site. In 
addition, the General Convention Office will provide 
guidelines on the accepted forms of vaccination 
status for international attendees. All attendees will 
be required to wear masks in all public areas and 
meetings, regardless of vaccination status. 
 

 

The Mary Magdalene Fund Ingathering 
Easter Sunday, April 17, 2020 
The Mary Magdalene Fund supports the operations, 
work, and mission of The Episcopal Community. The 

name of the Fund was chosen 
because Mary Magdalene was 
the first to spread the news of 
the Risen Christ. Funds may 
be used to provide services, 

materials, and 
communications that exceed 

the regular budget; to help with expenses of 
providing retreats, workshops and annual meetings; 

to defray costs of providing services at General 
Convention of The Episcopal Church, and to help 

provide operational needs. Although donations 
may be made at any time, the major 

ingathering date is Easter. Donations may be 
made in honor of or in remembrance of a person 

important to the donor. Names of those so honored 
are listed on the website of The Episcopal 

Community.   

 
 

 
Calendar  
April 12, 2022 - Executive Committee Meeting 
April 26 2022 - Circle of Leadership Meeting 
July 5th- July 14th - The Episcopal Church 80th 
General Convention, Baltimore, MD  
July 7th Episcopal Community Annual Meeting, 
Baltimore. MD 
October 11, 2022 - Executive Committee Meeting 
October 25, 2022 - Circle of Leadership Meeting 
 

 
 
“It is spring again. The earth is like a child that knows 
poems by heart.” – Rainer Maria Rilke 
 

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=XYTZKPHJRBF6N
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