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Easter Greetings from our Chaplain 
“And they were saying to one another, ‘Who will roll 
away the stone for us from the door of the tomb?’” (St. 
Mark 16) 

Dear Sisters in Christ: 

As we enter into this Easter Season, we enter into 
the celebration of God’s action in history in and 
through His Son Jesus Christ, and His triumph 
over sin and His triumph over death. 

It is for us, as we enter into the Easter Event, the 
rolling away of the stone at the tomb of our own 
lives.  It is the entering into a life filled with the 
fullness and the richness of God’s peace and 
blessing and joy.  It is the call to live in the world; 
faithful to that Resurrection proclamation which 
involves our renewal both in deepening our 
relationship with God in Christ Jesus and in 
deepening our relationship with one another.  It 
is our reaching out to the brokenness of the 
world in its pain, poverty, disease, 
unemployment, disasters, hatred, prejudice and 
suffering and seeing Jesus as  the One who is for 
all peoples of the world. 

May the joy of this Easter, the blessings of His 
Resurrection and the love of Christ in this Holy 
Season lead you from the tomb into “the Light of 
Christ”. 

Faithfully yours, 
Bishop Duncan 

 

From Our President 
PattiJoy Posan 

O Mary, we crown thee with blossoms today! 
Queen of the Angels, Queen of the May. 

O Mary, we crown thee with blossoms today, 
Queen of the Angels, Queen of the May. 

The month of May, a 
beautiful month of new life 
and blossoms, calls us to 
devotion to Our Blessed 
Mother. I would like to 
introduce this special time as 
an occasion to give every 
thought and worry to God 
through Mary, thus truly 
bringing about new life.  

Mary allows her life to be 
wildly interrupted by God’s desire. Her wholehearted 
“yes” gives God a home, a body in which to dwell. 
Mary gives God her flesh. Because of germ had has 
hands that will heal and bless and be nailed to the 
wood of the cross. Because if her, he has a heart to 
love with. The Blessed Virgin Mary’s path of faith and 
hope serves as an example to all. 

This is just one of the reasons that the Universal 
Church dedicates the Month of May to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. The month serves as an opportunity to 

reflect upon the season of the Liturgical Year which 
largely corresponds with the fifty days of Easter. 
Therefore, time should be taken to reflect on Our 
Lady’s participation in the Paschal mystery and in 
Pentecost at which point the Church has its 
beginning. 

“The proper place for devotion to Mary is a clear one: 
she us the mother, the woman, the human participant 
in the work of redemption by her Son. She us the one 
who heard the Word of God in her heart and followed 
it to the end, whatever the cost to herself.  

It is in Mary that we see God’s creative will being 
done. In the memories of the May altars, the crowing 
of May queens, and the droning of a thousand 
decades of the Rosary, all those ideas cane to life in 
me and generations of others, came to heart in us, 
came to stay forever.” (from Women Strength: 
Modern Church, Modern Woman by Joan Chittister). 

Joyous May Blessings 
PattiJoy 

 

Book Review 
I was honored to have been asked 
to read a preview copy of this book. 
I savored every word as I rested 
into the many faces of Mary. As 
May is often called Mary’s Month, 
this book is my partner for May. 

This month Christine Valters 
Paintner celebrates and launches 

her new book - Birthing the Holy: Wisdom 
from Mary to Nurture Creativity and 
Renewal - plus a new album of 16 songs to 
celebrate the sacred feminine AND a brand new 
prayer cycle! 7 days of morning and evening 
prayer inspired by Mary's many names and titles. 
The audio podcasts will start being released 
weekly in May! 

-PattiJoy Posen 

Read an article on The Black Madonnas by 
Christine Valters Paintner here. 

 

Compline Schedule 
May 01 - Sylvia James 
May 08 - Carol Putnam & 
BB Vaughn 
May 15 –Barbara Willis 
May 22 - Christina 
Butterworth 
May 29 –Lorna McDonald 

 

Calendar  
July 5th- July 14th - The Episcopal Church 80th 
General Convention, Baltimore, MD  
July 7th Episcopal Community Annual Meeting, 
Baltimore. MD 
October 11, 2022 - Executive Committee Meeting 
October 25, 2022 - Circle of Leadership Meeting 



 

The Summer Day 
Who made the world? 

Who made the swan, and the black bear? 
Who made the grasshopper? 

This grasshopper, I mean- 
the one who has flung herself out of the grass, 

the one who is eating sugar out of my hand, 
who is moving her jaws back and forth instead of 

up and down- 
who is gazing around with her enormous and 

complicated eyes. 
Now she lifts her pale forearms and thoroughly 

washes her face. 
Now she snaps her wings open, and floats away. 

I don’t know exactly what a prayer is. 
I do know how to pay attention, how to fall down 

into the grass, how to kneel down in the grass, 
how to be idle and blessed, how to stroll through 

the fields, 
which is what I have been doing all day. 
Tell me, what else should I have done? 

Doesn’t everything die at last, and too soon? 
Tell me, what is it you plan to do 

with your one wild and precious life? 
 

from New and Selected Poems, 1992 Beacon Press, Boston, MA 
Copyright 1992 by Mary Oliver.  All rights reserved. 

 

Community of St. Mary, Sewanee, TN. 

 
Pictured: bottom: Sr. Mary Magdalene, middle: Carol Putnam, 
Merry Keyser, Sylvia James, and Sister Felicity, top: Elizabeth, 
PattiJoy, and Sister Hannah 

The Community of St. Mary, Southern Province, is a 
woman’s Benedictine monastery in the Episcopal 
Church. We were received by the Sisters with love, 
warmth, and hospitality. Noon Day prayer was 
moving as we all sing and prayed together. We asked 
“how can we support you and your ministry?” 
“Lavender,” Sister Madeline Mary said, “when we 
harvest our lavender fields, come and help us.” She 
went on show us a “field” where they want to plant 
more lavender. Perhaps the Community would buy 
some plants?  

https://www.communityofstmarysouth.org/ 

The Mary Magdalene Fund 
The Mary Magdalene 
Fund supports the 
operations, work, and 
mission of The Episcopal 
Community. The name of 
the Fund was chosen 
because Mary Magdalene 
was the first to spread the 
news of the Risen Christ. 

Funds may be used to provide services, 
materials, and communications that exceed the 
regular budget; to help with expenses of 
providing retreats, workshops and annual 
meetings; to defray costs of providing services at 
General Convention of The Episcopal Church, 
and to help provide operational 
needs. Although donations may be made at 
any time, the major ingathering date is 
Eastertide. Donations may be made in honor of 
or in remembrance of a person important to the 
donor. Names of those so honored are listed on 
the website of The Episcopal Community. 

 

 


