
KWED Broadcast Story— 
 
If you are not watching church online at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday, is there a possibility you might be 
listening to Emanuel’s broadcasting of its service over 1580AM?  And if you are tuned in for one of the 
Sundays this summer, be aware that you will be listening to approximately the 3,675th such broadcast 
since this radio broadcast began back in the fall of 1948.   KWED began in September of that year, 
founded by some members here at Emanuel’s.  And the Brotherhood at that time took up the challenge 
almost immediately to offer the worship service over the radio.  
 
Records show that at the January 1949 annual meeting, KWED was reimbursed $261.50 for the Sundays 
covered for those first few months on the radio.  The time period was specifically to be from 10:35 to 
11:20 a.m.   In case you are wondering about those expenses, be aware that the TOTAL budget for 
Emanuel’s for 1948 was just over $9,000, with average Sunday attendance listed at 528.  Times, indeed, 
have changed in the last 70 years. 
 
A year later, at the January 1950 annual meeting, the following is noted:  “Assisted by friends the 
Brotherhood of our congregation has, during the past year, sponsored the broadcasting of our 10:30 
a.m. services at an outlay of $651.75 while the Council purchased the broadcasting equipment at a cost 
of $105.51. . . .  The suggestion has been made, since the Brotherhood finds the financial burden rather 
oppressive, that the congregation assume two-thirds of the expense. . . .”   Such action was approved. 
 
Over the years, minor changes have occurred, with the congregation approving an annual line item 
budget for total broadcasting expenses but allowing individuals to sign up for sponsorship in honor or 
memory of loved ones.  That procedure has continued to be followed to this day with the weekly 
charges having been currently adjusted to $100.  One may call the church office or fill out the chart 
across from the church office to register for any given Sunday broadcast.   
 
Currently, Pastor Kelsie and Pastor Marcus are prerecording the services and forwarding them to the 
radio station for the Sunday broadcast. When services resume in person, our volunteers who monitor 
the service from the Sound Room just north of the foyer will also resume their duties. They fill in any 
“dead” space during the service so our radio listeners are better able to follow what is happening within 
the sanctuary. The “Exchange of the Peace” provides an excellent time for the moderator to inform 
listeners of not only what is occurring at that moment in the service but to also share upcoming events 
found in the bulletin on that day.  More volunteers will be needed for this endeavor and will be trained 
by seasoned pros. If you have ever had a desire to be a “DJ,” this is a golden opportunity to fulfill that 
dream . . . and all free! 
  


