
A Pastoral Statement: Naming Racism 
The Rev. Kelsie Theiss | The Rev. Marcus Bigott 

June 1, 2020 
Emanuel’s Lutheran Church, Seguin, TX 

 
“Silence in the face of evil is itself evil: God will not hold us guiltless. Not to 
speak is to speak. Not to act is to act.”  This quote, often attributed to the 
German Lutheran Pastor, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, speaks intimately to the realities 
we are facing as a nation, as a society, and as communities of faith. 
 
The Holy Spirit is calling us to action, demanding that we fight for justice and 
hope and freedom for all of God’s beloved children, but especially people of color 
right now. We cannot sit on the sidelines of life, anymore, watching others do 
the work that God is calling us to because it’s hard and makes us uncomfortable. 
That’s the spirit of the gospel. It comforts the afflicted and afflicts the 
comfortable. 
 
Like many of our siblings of color, Jesus was beaten, arrested, and executed by 
the state for speaking truth to power, for challenging the status quo, and for 
demanding freedom for the oppressed.  He stood toe to toe in sometimes violent 
protest with those who wielded their power of over the masses, who took their 
authority as absolute, and who disregarded the lives of all of God’s children as a 
hierarchy of who is out and who is in; who is welcome and who is worthless. 
 
As communities of faith, centered in liturgical practices, we come to the font and 
ask for forgiveness, knowing we don’t deserve it, yet God, who is faithful and 
just, hears our prayers.  This liturgy and reflection were written, in part, by The 
Rev. Ashley Dellagiacoma:  
 
If we say we are not racist, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  
But...if we confess our sin, God who is faithful and just will release us from its 
death-dealing ways and transform our hearts into something new.   
 
But how does God release us? God does this through tough conversations, good 
books and podcasts, uncomfortable reflection and prayer, and committed 
relationships...all of which take ongoing action. God doesn't whisk racism away 
from us or the world, but leads us through Spiritual work that truly transforms. 
 
I can decry institutional racism, church or state, in cops and church leaders that 
stand as judge, jury, and executioner over people of color again and again 
without criminal penalty, be disgusted at white woman tears in Central Park, 



outraged at how people of color are conveniently considered essential workers 
when it means they'll get sicker so I don't have to, and heartbroken when 
another black man is lynched before our very eyes, and mourn for the black 
parents who keep burying their babies...but I also know damn well  
...that my body tenses a little more and my guard goes up a bit higher in black 
neighborhoods than in white ones. 
...that I make negative assumptions about black folks more often than white 
ones 
...that these things lead me to preference and benefit people who look and talk 
like me and completely pass over voices of color. 
 
So, we MUST work every day, every hour, to unlearn these ways that have 
seeped through society into our hearts, minds, and bodies and counteract their 
influence over our actions. We must do so because, not only is it moral and right, 
but as people of faith we will otherwise miss entire swaths of God's being and 
God’s goodness revealed through people not like us. 
 
As people set free by God's grace, we cannot be satisfied with the chains of 
injustice that hold many of our own siblings down.  When anger is met with 
anger, hate wins. When violence is met with violence, sadness wins. When 
racism and prejudice are met with an unyielding demand for the status quo, 
death wins. Only when anger is met with compassion can love win. Only when 
violence is met with prayer can hope win. And only when eyes and ears are 
opened to the painful truths of what we have allowed society to become will the 
peace we know to be in Christ find its way into the hearts and minds of all. 
 
We pray. 
Blessed God, through you son Jesus Christ you taught us to be better neighbors.  
You taught us to love one another as Christ first loved us.  You taught us to care 
for the needy and downtrodden, to be voices for the voiceless, and to be vessels 
of your love and grace.  In so many ways we have failed and continue to fail.  
Forgive us our sins, forgive us of our silence, and forgive us of our passions for 
the status quo.  Equip us to be better, to do better, and encourage us to see it 
through.  Amen. 
 
 
In God’s grip, 
Pastor Marcus & Pastor Kelsie 


