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Five Hundred Plus Five 
REFORMATION 500 was the catchphrase in 2017 for celebrating the 500th anniversary of the beginning of 
what we now call Lutheranism.  But, of course, so very much more came out of the Reformation than simply a 
different way of worship.  Western civilization is largely a by-product of what happened in Germany and in 
much of Europe after Martin Luther posted his theses and later expanded and defended them.  Luther, himself 
was declared a “Millennial Man” because his influence on the millennium (1000-2000 CE). 

Numerous books about the Reformation Era have been written and continue to be written during the 505 
years since the monk and professor, Martin Luther, posted those 95 theses on the door of the castle church in 
Wittenberg.  For those who might want to expand their knowledge of the Reformation and its impact on 
modern history, in 2017 Living Lutheran  selected some fifty books that might be interesting and enlightening 
to readers who are not theologians and scholars.  These can be viewed at livinglutheran.org.  There are books 
by Dr. Luther himself including his translation of the Bible, The Book of Concord and A Brief Instruction on 
What to Look for and Expect in the Gospels.  There is also the definitive biography, Here I Stand by Roland 
Bainton (1950).  But many others present subjects with which we might identify in our 21st century life as 
Christians.   

Some examples: 

• Luther’s Liturgical Music (Robin Leaver, 2007) An exploration of Luther’s use of music, especially 
congregational singing, to teach faith and to edify and enhance worship life. 
 

• Women and the Reformation (Kirsi Stjerna, 2008) A discussion of women’s roles and opportunities in 
the 16th century, plus the lives of eight women who played significant roles in the Reformation. 

 
• Printing, Propaganda, and Martin Luther (Mark Edwards, 2004) Examination of the Reformation as a 

media event made possible through the new technology of the printing press. 
 

• Luther and the Hungry Poor (Samuel Torvend, 2008) A focus on Luther’s concern for the poor and his 
emphasis on social ministry as an essential part of congregational life. 
 

• October 31, 1517:  Martin Luther and the Day that Changed the World (Martin E. Marty) A reflection on 
how the Reformation theme of grace and repentance shapes relationships among Christians today. 
 
 

If you’re a reader, tired of the current best-selling mysteries and romances, and looking for something more 
enlightening and challenging, check these out of the library, or look for them from an on-line vendor.   
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