
 

 

 

 

 

AMMPARO 
 

In early 2015 an ELCA delegation visited El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras to listen to and pray with our 
companion Lutheran churches there, in order to understand why so many people are migrating north.  An arm 
of Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS) was subsequently developed, AMMPARO (Accompany 
Migrant Minors with Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities) after witnessing the plight of 
children and their families who are forced to flee from their homes because of complex and interrelated 
reasons.  These include chronic violence, poverty, environmental displacement and lack of opportunities in El 
Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Mexico.  The ELCA views migrants fleeing their homes as refugees, people 
in need.  With the expertise and perspective of companion churches and connections to other ministries in the 
region, together with connections in the U.S., we can spiritually walk together with unaccompanied children or 
with families.  Through AMMPARO we will work to change the root causes that force children to flee their 
homes and communities.  If they must leave their home country, however, the church will be there in their 
journey and welcome them as our own in the United States. 

In a holistic, whole church response that connects international and U.S. outcomes, the ELCA has developed 
this strategy based on the following commitments: 

• Uphold and guarantee basic human rights and safety of migrant children and their families. 
• Address the root causes of migration in countries from Central America’s Northern Triangle and Mexico 

and the treatment of migrants in transit. 
• Work toward just and humane policies affecting migrants both in and outside the United States. 
• Engage as a church body with all its companions, affiliates and partners to respond to the migration 

situation and its causes and to advocate for migrant children and their families 
 

There are many ways we as congregational members can support AMMPARO: 

• Pray for safety and justice. 
• Become a welcoming congregation by providing small items for Interfaith Welcome Collection and 

other outreach programs. 
• Advocate for justice by writing to elected officials. 
• Accompany migrant children and families through the Guardian Angel Program. 
• Give to AMMPARO. 

 

For more information visit www.elca.org/ammparo 
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