Barrie residents recount devastating
1985 tornado which left 8 dead
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On May 31, 1985, a massive tornado ripped through the city of Barrie. The event
devastated the city and is burned into the memories of survivors.

According to media reports from 1985, the tornado formed southwest of Highway
400 at around 4:30 p.m. before making its way through the city.

The Tornado destroyed countless homes, left eight people in Barrie dead and
injured hundreds of others.

The tornado measured as an F4 on the Fujita scale, generating winds exceeding
330 km/h. The tornado ripped through homes near Patterson Road and Crawford
Street, causing mass devastation.
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Sandy Kelly was 18 at the time, and lived on Patterson Road in the Ardagh area
with her father, stepmom and sister. She still remembers the “total chaos,” of that
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day, 33 years ago.
“You could tell something was wrong because the sky was really dark,” she said.

She had been working at a restaurant in Holly, and says the hydro had gone out,
forcing her and a co-worker to close early.

It was a co-worker who told her a tornado had caused damage near her
neighbourhood. “We got in the car and sped off,” she said. “It took us a long time
to get back there because of the devastation in the area.”

When she arrived home, she found her stepmom and sister standing outside of
the house. “They weren't allowed to go back in because Consumer’'s Gas was
worried that there might be explosions because of the damage,” she said.

She says houses all around theirs were damaged. “Hydro poles, debris, roofs on
houses gone, it was complete devastation.”

“I still remember, there was a house about six houses down from us, that the wind
had picked up a car and meticulously placed it up on top of the treetops across
the road, it was just crazy,” she said.

The next day, Kelly and her family received news that her younger sister's
classmate had passed away as a result of the tornado. He was trying to retrieve
his bike from outside when the extreme winds swept him away.

With torn houses all around them, neighbours, volunteers and friends take time out for lunch on June 2, 1985. CP
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Long-time Barrie resident, Lori Anderson, says she, too, will never forget that day.

Anderson says she remembers the power went out as she was leaving work. “We
were driving down Fairview Road, just by the raceway. The traffic was moving
slowly because the lights were out and it was a four-way stop. | looked over to the
left and you could see the debris flying in the air as the tornado approached. We
put our heads down and the tornado hit.”

Anderson says the four side windows of their car were destroyed, and the vehicle
was lifted and turned around.

She says th s filled w nd debris, a short p the
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Anderson says the houses on Debra Court had all been destroyed. “As we drove
through Allandale, trying to find a path out, everyone was just wandering around

lost.” 0O O

“1 will név_l:-r forget the sounds of a@he sirens,” she said, “I still to this day panic
in storms.”

Comprehension
1. Whemnas the tornado? O
O U
Month Day Year Time

2. What area of Barrie was affected by the tornado?

northeast northwest

southeast southwest

3. Where was her neighbour’s car?

on the road on top of the roof
upside down in the driveway on top of some trees
O U
O U
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4. What are some of the words used to describe the tornado? (check all that
apply)

Unbelievable crazy
horrific total chaos
mass devastation devastating

5. How fast were the winds in the tornado?

km/h

uoLIVEWORKSHEETS



https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CubrSg0_wYLSoLfOMjuwPqt6OuA_7q6HhY8zh7KTODcn94syTDhABIJrBt4QBYMnGj4jwo-wSoAH5y7mKA8gBAagDAcgDwwSqBK4CT9BSbDxryRZG8WMpIb1NgmYw8wZVnXBOQz73qsvIEV-4y4ftOiPaFEk9d2qikL7LfNiJcXlmGjIv70wZchJix6OsO7YhtT6OCILzscHNXG-9L9ZoWnx7li4Zc855N6uXxvd1Eyr496aHV08H9Sqkvb56huTQmq6_E0M4brxoHtJMjm3dsJjbzyRpBSGrVGSNvpY9v7FITvkqaKQfS1QkaCgzBNJ9-hN4IAww55h5EOsFa18ooepIQ7bOH8tQ2DFlD1qhcxIvLszZYhA1aV_Yjc7gz8TX_jDvEUCP1DyNAb4Zf_hx5vbgJYZbQuHB8gK2iMMrh3cYkt8qZcTBtZYyPRFcyH7PJEGfsCFU7B_hZ56ildyaiPDDBhWLFM-epxVVuFz2kPnXblAFL7GKW4rABLGQyfSyA6AGUYAH77PGdagH1ckbqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfulrECqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB5bYG9gHAdIIBwiAYRABGB-xCXyFCBLiKbiggAoBmAsByAsBuAwB2BMM0BUBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoSj4Vu397dxarVmR90UZRjA&sig=AOD64_2y-oDzmqwtyk77YULedu7bFjK0_w&client=ca-pub-4199496618908229&nb=0&adurl=http://manualslibrary.co/rd2/%3Fid%3D366708PWdvb2dsZS1kaXNwbGF5%26c%3DManualsLibrary_ManagedPlacements_Display_US_CHRtarget%26cid%3D496170218074%26aid%3D116745455665%26kw%3D%26target%3D%26source%3Dgoogle-d%26placement%3Dwww.liveworksheets.com%26targetid%3D%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI9PWvyq3l8QIVc4aDBx0qrwP3EAEYASAAEgIk4_D_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CubrSg0_wYLSoLfOMjuwPqt6OuA_7q6HhY8zh7KTODcn94syTDhABIJrBt4QBYMnGj4jwo-wSoAH5y7mKA8gBAagDAcgDwwSqBK4CT9BSbDxryRZG8WMpIb1NgmYw8wZVnXBOQz73qsvIEV-4y4ftOiPaFEk9d2qikL7LfNiJcXlmGjIv70wZchJix6OsO7YhtT6OCILzscHNXG-9L9ZoWnx7li4Zc855N6uXxvd1Eyr496aHV08H9Sqkvb56huTQmq6_E0M4brxoHtJMjm3dsJjbzyRpBSGrVGSNvpY9v7FITvkqaKQfS1QkaCgzBNJ9-hN4IAww55h5EOsFa18ooepIQ7bOH8tQ2DFlD1qhcxIvLszZYhA1aV_Yjc7gz8TX_jDvEUCP1DyNAb4Zf_hx5vbgJYZbQuHB8gK2iMMrh3cYkt8qZcTBtZYyPRFcyH7PJEGfsCFU7B_hZ56ildyaiPDDBhWLFM-epxVVuFz2kPnXblAFL7GKW4rABLGQyfSyA6AGUYAH77PGdagH1ckbqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfulrECqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB5bYG9gHAdIIBwiAYRABGB-xCXyFCBLiKbiggAoBmAsByAsBuAwB2BMM0BUBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoSj4Vu397dxarVmR90UZRjA&sig=AOD64_2y-oDzmqwtyk77YULedu7bFjK0_w&client=ca-pub-4199496618908229&nb=0&adurl=http://manualslibrary.co/rd2/%3Fid%3D366708PWdvb2dsZS1kaXNwbGF5%26c%3DManualsLibrary_ManagedPlacements_Display_US_CHRtarget%26cid%3D496170218074%26aid%3D116745455665%26kw%3D%26target%3D%26source%3Dgoogle-d%26placement%3Dwww.liveworksheets.com%26targetid%3D%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI9PWvyq3l8QIVc4aDBx0qrwP3EAEYASAAEgIk4_D_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CubrSg0_wYLSoLfOMjuwPqt6OuA_7q6HhY8zh7KTODcn94syTDhABIJrBt4QBYMnGj4jwo-wSoAH5y7mKA8gBAagDAcgDwwSqBK4CT9BSbDxryRZG8WMpIb1NgmYw8wZVnXBOQz73qsvIEV-4y4ftOiPaFEk9d2qikL7LfNiJcXlmGjIv70wZchJix6OsO7YhtT6OCILzscHNXG-9L9ZoWnx7li4Zc855N6uXxvd1Eyr496aHV08H9Sqkvb56huTQmq6_E0M4brxoHtJMjm3dsJjbzyRpBSGrVGSNvpY9v7FITvkqaKQfS1QkaCgzBNJ9-hN4IAww55h5EOsFa18ooepIQ7bOH8tQ2DFlD1qhcxIvLszZYhA1aV_Yjc7gz8TX_jDvEUCP1DyNAb4Zf_hx5vbgJYZbQuHB8gK2iMMrh3cYkt8qZcTBtZYyPRFcyH7PJEGfsCFU7B_hZ56ildyaiPDDBhWLFM-epxVVuFz2kPnXblAFL7GKW4rABLGQyfSyA6AGUYAH77PGdagH1ckbqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfulrECqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB5bYG9gHAdIIBwiAYRABGB-xCXyFCBLiKbiggAoBmAsByAsBuAwB2BMM0BUBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoSj4Vu397dxarVmR90UZRjA&sig=AOD64_2y-oDzmqwtyk77YULedu7bFjK0_w&client=ca-pub-4199496618908229&nb=7&adurl=http://manualslibrary.co/rd2/%3Fid%3D366708PWdvb2dsZS1kaXNwbGF5%26c%3DManualsLibrary_ManagedPlacements_Display_US_CHRtarget%26cid%3D496170218074%26aid%3D116745455665%26kw%3D%26target%3D%26source%3Dgoogle-d%26placement%3Dwww.liveworksheets.com%26targetid%3D%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI9PWvyq3l8QIVc4aDBx0qrwP3EAEYASAAEgIk4_D_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CubrSg0_wYLSoLfOMjuwPqt6OuA_7q6HhY8zh7KTODcn94syTDhABIJrBt4QBYMnGj4jwo-wSoAH5y7mKA8gBAagDAcgDwwSqBK4CT9BSbDxryRZG8WMpIb1NgmYw8wZVnXBOQz73qsvIEV-4y4ftOiPaFEk9d2qikL7LfNiJcXlmGjIv70wZchJix6OsO7YhtT6OCILzscHNXG-9L9ZoWnx7li4Zc855N6uXxvd1Eyr496aHV08H9Sqkvb56huTQmq6_E0M4brxoHtJMjm3dsJjbzyRpBSGrVGSNvpY9v7FITvkqaKQfS1QkaCgzBNJ9-hN4IAww55h5EOsFa18ooepIQ7bOH8tQ2DFlD1qhcxIvLszZYhA1aV_Yjc7gz8TX_jDvEUCP1DyNAb4Zf_hx5vbgJYZbQuHB8gK2iMMrh3cYkt8qZcTBtZYyPRFcyH7PJEGfsCFU7B_hZ56ildyaiPDDBhWLFM-epxVVuFz2kPnXblAFL7GKW4rABLGQyfSyA6AGUYAH77PGdagH1ckbqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfulrECqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB5bYG9gHAdIIBwiAYRABGB-xCXyFCBLiKbiggAoBmAsByAsBuAwB2BMM0BUBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoSj4Vu397dxarVmR90UZRjA&sig=AOD64_2y-oDzmqwtyk77YULedu7bFjK0_w&client=ca-pub-4199496618908229&nb=1&adurl=http://manualslibrary.co/rd2/%3Fid%3D366708PWdvb2dsZS1kaXNwbGF5%26c%3DManualsLibrary_ManagedPlacements_Display_US_CHRtarget%26cid%3D496170218074%26aid%3D116745455665%26kw%3D%26target%3D%26source%3Dgoogle-d%26placement%3Dwww.liveworksheets.com%26targetid%3D%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI9PWvyq3l8QIVc4aDBx0qrwP3EAEYASAAEgIk4_D_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CubrSg0_wYLSoLfOMjuwPqt6OuA_7q6HhY8zh7KTODcn94syTDhABIJrBt4QBYMnGj4jwo-wSoAH5y7mKA8gBAagDAcgDwwSqBK4CT9BSbDxryRZG8WMpIb1NgmYw8wZVnXBOQz73qsvIEV-4y4ftOiPaFEk9d2qikL7LfNiJcXlmGjIv70wZchJix6OsO7YhtT6OCILzscHNXG-9L9ZoWnx7li4Zc855N6uXxvd1Eyr496aHV08H9Sqkvb56huTQmq6_E0M4brxoHtJMjm3dsJjbzyRpBSGrVGSNvpY9v7FITvkqaKQfS1QkaCgzBNJ9-hN4IAww55h5EOsFa18ooepIQ7bOH8tQ2DFlD1qhcxIvLszZYhA1aV_Yjc7gz8TX_jDvEUCP1DyNAb4Zf_hx5vbgJYZbQuHB8gK2iMMrh3cYkt8qZcTBtZYyPRFcyH7PJEGfsCFU7B_hZ56ildyaiPDDBhWLFM-epxVVuFz2kPnXblAFL7GKW4rABLGQyfSyA6AGUYAH77PGdagH1ckbqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfulrECqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB5bYG9gHAdIIBwiAYRABGB-xCXyFCBLiKbiggAoBmAsByAsBuAwB2BMM0BUBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoSj4Vu397dxarVmR90UZRjA&sig=AOD64_2y-oDzmqwtyk77YULedu7bFjK0_w&client=ca-pub-4199496618908229&nb=8&adurl=http://manualslibrary.co/rd2/%3Fid%3D366708PWdvb2dsZS1kaXNwbGF5%26c%3DManualsLibrary_ManagedPlacements_Display_US_CHRtarget%26cid%3D496170218074%26aid%3D116745455665%26kw%3D%26target%3D%26source%3Dgoogle-d%26placement%3Dwww.liveworksheets.com%26targetid%3D%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI9PWvyq3l8QIVc4aDBx0qrwP3EAEYASAAEgIk4_D_BwE

