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We would like to thank Jeffrey Rabin Esq. for speaking to us 
about this important topic.  

Email:  jeff@rkblegal.com to receive monthly newsletter on SS 
law trends and changes. 

What ‘Totally Disabled’ Really Means 
 

 Person must be able to prove they are suf-
fering from symptoms caused by a medical 
problem that so impacts function that they 
can’t work for at least 12 months.    

 The diagnosis does not matter!  It’s all about 
the person’s symptoms and function.  How 
do the symptoms related to the person’s 
medical problems affect their ability to do 
work? 

 The test is whether the person can do ANY 
KIND of full time work activity.  Disability 
programs are not about the medical issue, 
but what they can DO despite their medical 
problem. 

 

Two Forms of Disability Benefits 
 

1. Social Security Disability Insurance 
 Must be totally disabled 
 Worked and paid FICA taxes for 10 years 

and at least 5 of the 10 years before           
disability 

 
2. Supplemental Security Income 
 Must be totally disabled 
 Must be indigent—single individual less 

than $2K in non-exempt resources 
 Spouses assets / income are ‘deemed,’ 

which means what belongs to you belongs 
to spouse and minor children. 

Spotlight:  Social Security Disability—Change & Confusion 

October 2021 Meeting Recap 

‘Ladder’ Questions                                                 
for Disability Eligibility 

 

1. Are you working, earning min. of $1,310 gross per 
month?  If yes, you are not eligible. 

2. Is there a severe impairment that impacts function?    
If no, not eligible. 

3. Does evidence meet listings of impairments based 
on medical criteria?  If no, not eligible  

4. Can you function at any job you have done in last 
15 years?  If  yes, not eligible. 

5. Are there ANY other jobs you could do?  Ticket 
taker, assembly line, etc.?  If yes, not eligible. 

 

Questions for Every Mental Health Case & 
Many Physical Impairment Claims 

 

1. Can you understand, remember or apply info? 
2. Can you interact properly with others? 
3. Can you concentrate, persist or maintain pace? 
4. Can you adapt or manage yourself—deal with 

stress, change, supervision? 
 

In most cases, 2 of these 4 questions must be proven.   
Need evidence of symptoms and how symptoms impact 
function. Substance abuse not enough. 
 

Claims Can Be Won!  3 Key Rules... 
 

1. Must see doctor regularly.  Clinical charts are man-
datory!  No chart, no evidence. 

2. Must describe symptoms to doctor—tell the truth! 
3. Must be treating symptoms with right specialists.—

no family practice doctors. 

mailto:jeff@rkblegal.com
https://www.rabinsslaw.com/
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Click on Organization Name to Access Website 
 

Illinois State Representative Michelle Mussman 
 Exciting news from Comptroller in Illinois!  Backlog has gone down dramatically, allow-

ing constituents to get their healthcare covered.   
 Waiting on mortgage assistance from federal government—will likely not see anything 

until January.  H.O.M.E. DuPage is a great resource for mortgage help. 
 
 

Catholic Charities 
 New Stepping Up group – meeting virtually.  8 weeks starting Tuesday 10/26.  Program 

for men and women who want to improve their boundaries and communication, cope with 
pandemic, better understand racial identity and more.  Free of charge – but need access to 
computer.  See attached flier for more information. 

 Looking for part-time receptionist (Tuesdays & Thursdays 8:30am-4:30pm) at Downers 
Grove office.  Spanish-speaker preferred but not required.  Apply HERE.  

 
 

 

WorkNet DuPage 
 Open for walk-ins and can use resource room.   
 Made in DuPage: focusing on different DuPage County manufacturers throughout the 

month to promote each business and their employment opportunities.  Learn more HERE. 

 
 

Metropolitan Family Services 
 Lots of vacancies!  Recruiting families with children 0-3 and pregnant moms.   
 Staff positions open for Parent Child Educators. Seeking candidates with bachelor degree 

who want to get involved in social and education service fields. 
 
 

AMITA Health 
 Community Health Needs Assessment 

launching soon!  We work with Impact 
DuPage to identify the needs of the 
community and develop strategies to 
work on those needs with community 
partners.  Flier with more information 
on survey coming soon. 

 
 

 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/RepMussman
https://www.homedupage.org/
https://catholiccharitiesjoliet.org/
https://recruiting.paylocity.com/Recruiting/Jobs/Details/726435
https://worknetdupage.org/
https://www.worknetdupage.org/madeindupage/
https://www.metrofamily.org/
https://www.amitahealth.org/


 

 

 Join Community Connections! 
 

The Community Connections Network Group, 
comprised of various social service organizations, 
churches, and other community service stakehold-
ers, meets every 3rd Thursday, from 10-11:30 a.m. 
each month except July, August, and December.   
Membership is FREE and provides a forum for 
members to hear about community needs and re-
sources for meeting them.  Each month Catholic 
Charities hosts a new presenter and members can  
share new information about their agencies and 
upcoming events / meetings / seminars.  To be-
come a member, contact Joy Newburn at 630-519-
6547 or jnewburn@cc-doj.org 

     

Community Connections Members 

Join Us At Our Next Meeting 
 

Join us November 18th for our next vir-

tual meeting on Unemployment.  If you 

would like to join our panel, please let us 

know! 

 

Remember to share flyers about upcoming 

events so they can be included in the next 

newsletter! 

360 Youth Services     
Access Community Health Network 
Avenue Women’s Center   
Bethany Christian Services   
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Illinois 
C.A.B.S. Autism and Behavior Specialists  
Catholic Charities, DuPage County   
Daybreak of Elmhurst    
Goodwill Industries 
Department of Human Services-DuPage FCR 
Ducap-Positive Choices for Youth 
DuPage Community Clinic    
DuPage County Community Services  
DuPage County Health Department   
DuPage County Human Services  
DuPage County Shared Housing   
DuPage Family Self-Sufficiency    
DuPage Federation-Open Door  
DuPage Health Coalition   
DuPage HOME     
DuPage PADS, Inc.    
Elmhurst Walk-In Assistance Network 
Evangelical Child and Family Agency   
Family Shelter Service     
First Institute  
Glen Ellyn Community USD 41 & 89  
Glen Ellyn Senior Center 
Goodwill Industries 
Hamdard Center     
Head Start-Metropolitan Family Services 
HCS Family Services     
HOPE Fair Housing    
Hope’s Front Door     
Illinois Care Health Plan   
League of Women Voters    
     

Literacy DuPage 
Loaves & Fishes Community Services  
Love Inc 
Metropolitan Asian Family Services 
Metropolitan Family Services 
Midwest Shelter for Homeless Veterans 
NAMI DuPage 
Naperville CUSD 203/Parents As Teachers 
Naperville Township 
Northwestern Medicine-Warrenville Cancer Ctr. 
PACT, Inc. 
People’s Resource Center 
Positive Parenting  
Project Help 
Prairie State Legal Services 
Reclaim13 
Rush Medical Group 
Salvation Army 
Senior Home Sharing 
Serenity House Counseling Services, Inc. 
Sharing Connections 
St. Margaret Mary Church 
St. Pius X Church 
Teen Parent Connection 
United Way of DuPage/West Cook 
University of Illinois Extension 
Veteran’s Assistance Commission of DuPage  
West Suburban Community Pantry 
Wheaton Youth Outreach-Jubilee Village 
Worknet DuPage 
World Relief 
YWCA-Metropolitan Chicago 
Young Invincibles 

Happy Halloween!  God Bless! 

mailto:jnewburn@cc-doj.org


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


