Associates for Human Services, Inc.

JOB DESCRIPTION

DEPARTMENT:

EARLY INTERVENTION

POSITION:

DEVELOPMENTAL SPECIALIST
REPORTS TO:

TEAM LEADER

SUPERVISES:

N/A

STATUS:


EXEMPT

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
The Developmental Specialist will consult with their supervisor and other staff regarding the full implementation of their clients’ IFSPs, particularly regarding areas other than their own discipline, and act as head teacher in group classes preparing and presenting activities, when needed, and coordinate liaisons with educational, medical, and community agencies that relate to the needs of their caseload.

REQUIREMENTS:

· Minimum of a bachelor’s degree in early childhood education, special education, early intervention, or other related field with 300 hours working with young children (preferably infants, toddlers and their families) and 4 approved three-credit courses dealing with infants, toddlers and their families (a copy of transcripts are needed).

· Evidence of physical examination within one year prior to employment.

· Statement of any physical limitation in working with children.

· Evidence of immunity for measles, mumps, rubella and chicken pox.

· Negative Mantoux TB test in accordance with current Department of Public Health regulations.

· Valid Driver’s License

· Obtain and maintain certifications in Pediatric First Aid and CPR

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:

· Administer, write up, and inform staff of results of observations/evaluations as part of a Transdisciplinary full-developmental evaluation.

· Instruct, supervise, and monitor staff in areas related to specific degree (i.e. Education, Psychology, Sociology, Communications, etc.)

· Prepare and present related topics to parent groups on a rotating schedule.

· Accompany staff members on home visits to children not on their caseload to assess and monitor concerns regarding specific discipline, as a TD consultant.

· Review and monitor home visits and progress reports on all active cases.

· May be asked to participate in community outreach.

· Attend staff meetings.

· Participate in a supervision and evaluation process.

· Attend appropriate trainings as necessary.

This job description is not intended to be all-inclusive.  
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Acceptable Courses for Developmental Specialists

Four approved three-credit courses that focus on infants, toddlers, and families are required and must be reflected in the transcripts of Developmental Specialists approved to work in Early Intervention in Massachusetts.  Several courses that will meet this requirement are listed below.

If the course title does not clearly indicate the focus on infants, toddlers, and families, please attach a course description or syllabus.  

Topics in Early Childhood Education:

Child Growth and Development: Child Psychology, Development Psychology, Introduction to Child Study, Introduction to Child Development, Early Intervention (any Early Intervention course), Infant Mental Health, Early Language Development, Introduction to Language Disorders in Young Children.

Curriculum and Program Planning: Introduction to Early Childhood Education, History and Theory or Early Childhood Education, Organization of Early Childhood Settings, Dynamics of Childhood, Curriculum for Young Children.

NOTE: Elementary Education methods and Materials courses for the Department of Education’s K-3, K-8, 1-6 are not considered early childhood education courses; Only courses for the Pre-K-3 certificate may be acceptable if they include a focus on infants and toddlers.

Behavior Management: Understanding Behavior in Early Childhood Education, the Young Child Under Stress, Emotional Problems of Young Children, Managing Challenging Behaviors, Observing and Recording Young Children’s Behavior, Understanding Child Abuse and Prevention, Strategies for Helping Young Children.

Adaptation of Functional Skills: The Young Child with Special Needs, Curriculum-Based Assessment and Instruction (adaptation of curricula for young children with disabilities), The Exceptional Child, Family-Centered Approaches to Infants and toddlers with Developmental Deviations.

Family and Community: School, Family and Community, Family Systems, Understanding Diversity, Families Under Stress, Parent Communication, Working with Families, Home Visiting, Parenthood.

Infant and Toddler Care and Education: Child Care for Infants and Toddlers, Learning Environments for Infants and Toddlers, Infants and Toddlers at Risk, Planning Programs for Infants and Toddlers, Infant-Toddler Curriculum, Infant Child Care.

Language Development: Introduction to Speech Pathology, Speech Language Acquisition, Introduction to Communication Disorders.  

