
TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST—PROPER 16 
 

Built on “The Christ” 

August 23, 2020 

 

AS WE GATHER 
 

Acknowledging Jesus as the Christ is central to our confession of faith as individual Christians 
and vital in our worship as the gathered people of God. In our use of that divine title, we echo 
the words of the angel who spoke to the shepherds in the field outside of Bethlehem with the 
Gospel message, “For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord” (Luke 2:11). We are blessed in knowing that Jesus, the Christ, is not only God in person in 
human form but that He is God for us. St. Patrick poetically spoke his confession with the words 
“Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me, Christ in me.” As we confess Jesus as the 
Christ this day, we are joining with saints and angels as well as with the sisters and brothers 
that surround us gathered for worship! 
 

GATHERING SONG                                                                         “Great are You Lord” 
 

You give life, You are love 
You bring light to the darkness 
You give hope, You restore 
Every heart that is broken 
Great are You, Lord 
 

It's Your breath in our lungs 
So we pour out our praise 
We pour out our praise 
It's Your breath in our lungs 
So we pour out our praise to You only 
 

You give life, You are love 
You bring light to the darkness 
You give hope, You restore 
Every heart that is broken 
Great are You, Lord 
 

It's Your breath in our lungs 
So we pour out our praise 
We pour out our praise 
It's Your breath in our lungs 
So we pour out our praise to You only 
 

Repeat 
 

And all the earth will shout Your praise 
Our hearts will cry, these bones will sing 
Great are You, Lord 
 

Repeat 3 times 
 

It's Your breath in our lungs 
So we pour out our praise 
We pour out our praise 
It's Your breath in our lungs 
So we pour out our praise 
To You only 



WELCOME 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS          
 
INVOCATION 
 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People:  Amen!  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Pastor:  Let us now confess our sin to God, our merciful Father. 
People:  Gracious God, with contrition and repentance, we admit and confess our  
  sinfulness. We are by nature sinful and unclean. Daily we have sinned and  
  done things we ought not to have done and have not done that which we  
  are to have been doing as Your servants. We indeed deserve Your  
  punishment in this life and for eternity. Trusting in Your mercy, we come to  
  You for forgiveness. Our trust is not in ourselves but in the merits of Your  
  Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Have mercy on us, O God. Grant us  
  remission of all of our sins, and by the power of the Holy Spirit at work  
  within our hearts and lives, lead us into ways that reflect Your goodness  
  and love. 
 

Pastor:  God is gracious and merciful and hears our supplications. By the command of  
  our Lord and as His called and ordained servant, I forgive you all your sins in the  
  name of the Father and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 
 
EPISTLE                                                                                     Ephesians 2:13-22 
 

13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of 
Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his 
flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in 
ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 
16 and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. 
17 And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were 
near. 18 For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you are no 
longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the 
household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself 
being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy 
temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by 
the Spirit. 
 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                             Matthew 16:13–20  
 
Pastor:          The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth chapter. 
People:         Glory to You, O Lord. 
 



13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 
people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say 
Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say 
that I am?” 16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus 
answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to 
you, but my Father who is in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build 
my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever 
you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no 
one that he was the Christ. 
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                          “In Christ Alone” 
 

Verse 1 
In Christ alone my hope is found, 
He is my light, my strength, my song 
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace 
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease 
My Comforter, my All in All 
Here in the love of Christ I stand. 
 

Verse 2 
In Christ alone! - who took on flesh, 
Fullness of God in helpless babe. 
This gift of love and righteousness, 
Scorned by the ones He came to save 
Till on that cross as Jesus died, 
The wrath of God was satisfied 
For every sin on Him was laid 
Here in the death of Christ I live. 
 

Verse 3 
There in the ground His body lay, 
Light of the world by darkness slain: 
Then bursting forth in glorious day 
Up from the grave He rose again 
And as He stands in victory 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me, 
For I am His and He is mine 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ 
 

Verse 4 
No guilt in life, no fear in death, 
This is the power of Christ in me 
From life's first cry to final breath, 
Jesus commands my destiny 
No power of hell, no scheme of man, 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 



Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand. 
 
SERMON                                                                   "The Heart of the Matter" 
 
CREED                                                                                         Apostles’ Creed 
 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
           maker of heaven and earth. 
   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
       who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
       born of the virgin Mary, 
      suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
       was crucified, died and was buried. 
       He descended into hell. 
       The third day He rose again from the dead. 
       He ascended into heaven 
       and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
       From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
       the holy Christian Church, 
             the communion of saints, 
       the forgiveness of sins, 
       the resurrection of the body, 
       and the life + everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
Pastor:  Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people  
  according to their needs.  We pray for the Church, that God’s people live  
  confidently and share joyfully the message of salvation in word and deed. And  
  we pray for this gathering of God’s holy people, that we be blessed with all grace  
  and evidence of the fruit of the Spirit in our lives. Lord, be with us and bless us.   
  Lord in your mercy, 
People:   Hear our prayer 
 
Pastor:  We pray for our families and for those who share in our Christian fellowship and  
  join with us in worship, and for all who are part of the household of faith. Also we  
  pray for those with special concerns and needs this day: those who are  
  hospitalized or shut in, those who are grieving, the unemployed and  
  underemployed, the chronically ill, and all those whose needs are known and  
  unknown to us. Lord, grant that we bring Your blessing to situations of need in all  
  places.  Lord in your mercy, 
People:   Hear our prayer 
 
Pastor:  Merciful God, we thank You for all those faithful people whose words and  
  actions have guided us in the past, especially remembering those no  
  longer with us on earth, who now share in Your eternal presence. By the  
  working of Your Holy Spirit, direct us to walk Your servant way throughout  



  our lives until that day when we stand in Your glorious presence in  
  heaven.  
People: Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

People:           Our Father who art in heaven, 
                             hallowed be Thy name, 
                             Thy kingdom come, 
                             Thy will be done on earth 
                                  as it is in heaven; 
                             give us this day our daily bread; 
                             and forgive us our trespasses 
                                  as we forgive those 
                                  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION 
 

Pastor:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.  

People:  Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL  
 

Pastor:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!  
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
SENDING SONG                                                                                      “Your Grace is Enough” 
 

Great is Your faithfulness, oh God 
You wrestle with the sinner's heart 
You lead us by still waters and to mercy 
And nothing can keep us apart 
 

So remember Your people 
Remember Your children 
Remember Your promise, oh God 
 

Your grace is enough 
Your grace is enough 
Your grace is enough for me 
 

Great is Your love and justice, God 
You use the weak to lead the strong 
You lead us in the song of Your salvation 
 

And all Your people sing along 
So remember Your people 
Remember Your children 
Remember Your promise, oh God 
 



Your grace is enough 
Your grace is enough 
Your grace is enough for me 
Yeah, Your grace is enough 
Your grace is enough 
Your grace is enough for me 
 

So remember Your people 
Remember Your children 
Remember Your promise, oh God 
 

Your grace is enough 
Your grace is enough 
Your grace is enough for me 
Yeah, Your grace is enough 
Heaven reaching down to us 
Your grace is enough for me 
God, I see Your grace is enough 
I'm covered in Your love 
Your grace is enough for me, for me 


