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Completely Dependent
September 6, 2020

AS WE GATHER

“Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” Jesus’ disciples asked. Our Lord responded by
welcoming a child into His midst. “Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the
kingdom of heaven.” Children are highly valued by our gracious God because they are
completely dependent. On their own, they have nothing, yet they need everything. This is true
for all of us in our relationship with God! On our own, we have only our sinful, broken lives and
are unable to please God and fulfill His commands. Yet, in Jesus Christ, we possess everything
we need! Forgiveness of sins and the guarantee of life forever with God are freely given to
those who turn from their sin and receive the forgiveness earned by our crucified and risen
Savior. In Jesus, we are, like children, completely dependent. We have nothing to offer, yet
everything we need is ours to receive from the gracious hands of our Savior.

GATHERING SONG “All We Need”

We have all we need in You
And all we need is You
All we need is You

Rich or poor God | want You more
Than anything that glitters in this world
Be my all, all consuming fire

You can have all my hands can hold
My heart, mind, strength and soul
Be my all, all consuming fire

All we need, all we need, all we need is You
All we need, all we need, all we need is You

WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS
INVOCATION

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the & Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen!

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Pastor: Lord God, You promise grace and every blessing to all who come before You
and repent of their sins. Hear us now as we, Your humble children, bring our
prayers before You.

In silent prayer, we confess our sins to the Lord, seeking His cleansing forgiveness.

Pastor: Most merciful Father,



People: we come before You and admit our sinfulness. In our thoughts, words,
and actions, we have failed to do what Your Word demands. We have not
honored You fully with our lives, nor have we loved one another as You
have first loved us. In the name of our loving Savior Jesus Christ, we ask
for Your forgiveness. Because our Savior humbled Himself for our sake
upon the cross, enable us in true humility to receive the forgiveness You
promise and forgive others as we are forgiven. Amen.

Pastor: “Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.” God
the Father has taken your sins and laid them upon our humble Savior Jesus
Christ. Because of Christ’s sacrifice, God does not count your sins against you.
He has taken them away! He remembers them no more! He preserves and
delivers you as His child forever! As a called and ordained servant of Christ and
by His authority, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

EPISTLE Romans 13:1-10

Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from
God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. ? Therefore whoever resists the
authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 2 For
rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is in
authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, 4 for he is God's servant for
your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the
servant of God, an avenger who carries out God's wrath on the wrongdoer. ®> Therefore one
must be in subjection, not only to avoid God's wrath but also for the sake of conscience. ¢ For
because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this
very thing. ” Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom
revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed.

8 Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the
law. ° For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall
not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 1° Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the
fulfilling of the law.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 18:1-20
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.

At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven?” 2 And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them 2 and said, “Truly, | say to
you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. *
Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.



5> “Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, ¢ but whoever causes one of
these little ones who believe in me to sin it would be better for him to have a great millstone
fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea.

"“Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that temptations come, but woe to
the one by whom the temptation comes!  And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it
off and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two hands or two
feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. ® And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it
away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into the hell of
fire.

10 “See that you do not despise one of these little ones. *'For I tell you that in heaven their
angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven. 2 What do you think? If a man has a
hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the
mountains and go in search of the one that went astray? 3 And if he finds it, truly, | say to you,
he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. * So it is not the will of
my Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish.

15 “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he
listens to you, you have gained your brother. ¢ But if he does not listen, take one or two others
along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses.
17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the
church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 8 Truly, | say to you, whatever you
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in
heaven. ® Again | say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be
done for them by my Father in heaven. 2 For where two or three are gathered in my name,
there am | among them.

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

People: Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit

HYMN OF THE DAY “Amazing Grace, My Chains are Gone”

Amazing grace

How sweet the sound

That saved a wretch like me

| once was lost, but now I'm found
Was blind, but now | see

"Twas grace that taught my heart to fear
And grace my fears relieved

How precious did that grace appear
The hour [ first believed

My chains are gone

I've been set free

My God, my Savior has ransomed me
And like a flood His mercy rains
Unending love, Amazing grace

The Lord has promised good to me
His word my hope secures

He will my shield and portion be
As long as life endures



My chains are gone

I've been set free

My God, my Savior has ransomed me
And like a flood His mercy rains
Unending love, Amazing grace

My chains are gone

I've been set free

My God, my Savior has ransomed me
And like a flood His mercy rains
Unending love, Amazing grace

The Earth shall soon dissolve like snow
The sun forbear to shine

But God, Who called me here below
Will be forever mine

Will be forever mine

You are forever mine

SERMON “Community Begins on our Knees”
CREED Nicene Creed
People: | believe in one God,

the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth

and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

| acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and | look for the resurrection of the dead



and the life " of the world to come. Amen

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:

People:

PREFACE

Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according
to their needs. For all the children of God, the Holy Christian Church, that we
proclaim the salvation of Christ wherever we are and to whomever we meet, let us
pray to the Lord.

Father, we depend on You as we share the Good News.

For the living out of our vocations, that no matter our station in life or what calling
we have been given, that we faithfully represent our Savior with lives of humility and
Faith, and we pray for relief for those who are currently without work, let us pray to
the Lord.

Father, we depend on You as we serve You with our lives.

For all children, that they grow daily in the wisdom of the Lord, and for all parents
and those who work to care for children, that they may be kept safe as they return
to school, let us pray to the Lord.

Father, we depend on You as we live as Your children.

For all public servants who selflessly serve others, both those who serve locally and
those in positions throughout the world, that they would entrust their lives into the
protecting care of their Maker, let us pray to the Lord.

Father, we depend on You for Your protection.

For all who suffer in heart, mind, and body, [especially . . ], that they with patience
and faith receive the healing care You offer, let us pray to the Lord.
Father, we depend on You for Your healing touch.

For these concerns and for every unspoken prayer that is on our hearts and minds,
that our gracious God would hear and answer us, let us pray to the Lord,
Father, we depend on You for everything. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen

M SACRAMENT X

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

Pastor:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My & body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance
of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new



testament in My K blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

People: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

People: Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as itis in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING

Pastor: Let us pray. Holy Father, we ask You now, by this blessed food and drink, to
deliver Your Church from every evil, to teach it to love You perfectly, and make it
truly one, even as this bread was made from many grains of wheat to become
the carrier of the body of our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.

People: Amen.

BENEDICTION

Pastor: It is good to give thanks to the LORD,

People: to sing praises to Your name, O Most High;

Pastor: to declare Your steadfast love in the morning,

People: and Your faithfulness by night.

Pastor: The Most High God now sends us out to praise His name and declare His love

wherever we go! The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face
shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and
give you peace. Numbers 6:24—26

People: Amen.
DISMISSAL
Pastor: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!

People: Thanks be to God.



SENDING SONG

Wonderful, so wonderful

Is your unfailing love

Your cross has spoken mercy over me
No eye has seen no ear has heard

No heart could fully know

How glorious, how beautiful you are

Beautiful one I love you
Beautiful one | adore
Beautiful one my soul must sing

Powerful so powerful

Your glory fills the skies

Your mighty works displayed for all to see
The beauty of your majesty

Awakes my heart to sing

How marvelous how wonderful you are

You opened my eyes to your wonders anew
You captured my heart with this love

Because nothing on earth is as beautiful as you
My should must sing

My should must sing
My should must sing
Beautiful one



