
INDEPENDENCE DAY 

The Blessed Land 

July 5, 2020 

 

AS WE GATHER  
 

Thank God for our nation! The celebration of Independence Day is not part of the traditional Church Year 
calendar. Rather, it is a national celebration that presents an opportunity to give thanks to God for the gift of 
our land. In observing the day, we are connected with the biblical record of God’s people in times past who 
expressed thanks for the blessings that God had given to them through the nation of which they were part. The 
psalmist writes, “Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD” (Psalm 33:12). As we bring our thankful praise 
to God, we ask that His blessing on our land would continue for generations. 
 
PRELUDE         God of Our Fathers - J. Wayne Kerr 

 
BELLS 
 
WELCOME 
 

✠ PREPARATION ✠ 
 

Stand  
 

OPENING HYMN                       God of Our Fathers - Daniel Roberts, public domain 

 
 



SENTENCES OF PREPARATION 
 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen.        

Pastor:  God of our Fathers, whose almighty hand has made and preserved our nation. 
People: Grant that we may understand what it is we celebrate this weekend. 
Pastor:  May we understand that our liberty is under God, in whom we place our trust. 
People:  May we see freedom not as the right to do as we please, but the opportunity to please to 

do what is right. 
Pastor:  The freedom that we enjoy in our nation is slavery compared to the freedom from sin’s  
  punishment we have been given through our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Pastor:  We confess to God and before one another: 
People:  Almighty God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean, undeserving of Your  
  mercy. We admit that we have sinned against You in countless ways. We have left  
  undone those things we ought to have done; we have done those things 

we ought not to have done. We have not always been the citizens of our blessed 
nation we could be, taking for granted the gift of freedom that is ours. We sincerely 
repent of our sins and humbly ask Your grace and forgiveness in Jesus Christ. By 
the renewing work of the Holy Spirit, lead us to change what is sinful in our lives 
that each day we grow in righteousness and godly living to the glory of Your holy 
name. 

Pastor:  God has promised forgiveness to those who repent and turn to Him. In kindness and love, He  
  promises pardon, life, and salvation because of the atoning 
  sacrifice of His Son, Jesus Christ. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, I forgive 
  you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
People:  Amen. 
 
ASSURANCE OF ETERNAL FREEDOM 
 
Pastor:   Our freedom through Christ is sure!  When we were still powerless, 
People:   Christ died for us. 
Pastor:   While we were still sinners, 
People:   Christ died for us. 
Pastor:   When we were God’s enemies, 
People:   Christ died for us. 
Pastor:   Christ’s death and resurrection are the assurance of our eternal freedom. 
 
HYMN                         God of Our Fathers (stanza 4) 
 

Refresh your people on their toilsome way; Lead us from night to never ending day; 
Fill all our lives with heav’n born love and grace Until at last we meet before your face. 
 

✠ WORD ✠ 
 
SALUTATION  
 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you.  
People:  And also with you.  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

Pastor:  Let us pray. Lord of time and God of history, we ask You to keep our nation and its leaders  
  under Your care. It is by Your grace and blessing alone that we can know peace and freedom.  
  Direct and lead us to live justly with our neighbors, peaceably in our communities, and joyfully in  
  our land, seeking the common good. This we ask through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.  
People:  Amen  



 
OLD TESTAMENT READING                     Micah 4:1–5           (Walking in the name of the Lord)  
 

1It shall come to pass in the latter days 
    that the mountain of the house of the Lord 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
    and it shall be lifted up above the hills; 
and peoples shall flow to it, 
2  and many nations shall come, and say: 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
    to the house of the God of Jacob, 
that he may teach us his ways 
    and that we may walk in his paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go forth the law, 
    and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
3 He shall judge between many peoples, 
    and shall decide disputes for strong nations far away; 
and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
    and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
    neither shall they learn war anymore; 
4 but they shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig tree, 
    and no one shall make them afraid, 
    for the mouth of the Lord of hosts has spoken. 
5 For all the peoples walk 
    each in the name of its god, 
but we will walk in the name of the Lord our God 
    forever and ever. 
 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord.  
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE                                Romans 13:1–7                                 (Civic life for Christians) 
 

1 Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those 
that exist have been instituted by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has 
appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 3 For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. 
Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his 
approval, 4 for he is God's servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword 
in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God's wrath on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore 
one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God's wrath but also for the sake of conscience. 6 For because of 
this you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. 7 Pay to all what is 
owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is 
owed, honor to whom honor is owed.  
 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

HOLY GOSPEL                           Matthew 22:15–22           (Rendering to Caesar what is his) 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter.  
People:  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

15 Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle him in his words. 16 And they sent their disciples to 
him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are true and teach the way of God 
truthfully, and you do not care about anyone's opinion, for you are not swayed by appearances.17 Tell us, then, 
what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” 18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why put 
me to the test, you hypocrites? 19 Show me the coin for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20 And 



Jesus said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?” 21 They said, “Caesar's.” Then he said to them, 
“Therefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's.” 22 When they 
heard it, they marveled. And they left him and went away. 
 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
SERMON     “God Directed Citizenship”   Rev. Dr. Larry Stoterau 
            
Hymn of the Day            It is God Who Holds the Nations, Fred Pratt Green © 1978, Hope Publishing 
 

1.     It is God who holds the nations in the hollow of his hand; 
It is God whose light is shining in the darkness of the land; 
It is God who builds his city on the Rock and not on sand; 

            The living God be praised! 
Glory, glory! Hallelujah! Glory, glory! Hallelujah! Glory, glory! Hallelujah! 

            The living God be praised! 
2.      It is God whose purpose summons us to use the present hour, 

Who recalls us to our senses when a nation’s life turns sour; 
In the discipline of freedom we shall know his saving power. 
Glory, glory! Hallelujah! Glory, glory! Hallelujah! Glory, glory! Hallelujah! 

            The living God be praised! 
 
STATEMENT OF FAITH 
 

ALL:   We believe that God created the universe, which stands firmly in His glory.  He is from everlasting to  
 everlasting.  We believe in Jesus Christ, who is the image of the unseen God; the first born of all  
 creation; the Word made flesh who dwelt among us, full of grace and truth.  We have beheld His glory,  
 glory as the only Son from the Father.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the eternal light of God and a  
 reflection of His power in the world.  By the work of the Spirit, we are transformed into the likeness of  
 God and claimed as His own, for the glory of His kingdom.  Amen. 
 
Hymn of Prayer for Our Nation                    “God Bless Our Native Land”           LSB 965 
 
1 God bless our native land; 

Firm may she ever stand 
     Through storm and night. 

When the wild tempests rave, 
Ruler of wind and wave, 
Do Thou our country save 

     By Thy great might. 
  
2 So shall our prayers arise 

To God above the skies; 
     On Him we wait. 

Thou who art ever nigh, 
Guarding with watchful eye, 
To Thee aloud we cry: 

     God save the state! 
Text: Public domain 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

Pastor:  Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to 
their needs: 

  We pray for the Church, that the message of salvation be proclaimed joyfully throughout 
all the world and that those who faithfully share the Gospel and who live it out in their 
lives know blessing and contentment. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People:  hear our prayer. 
 



Pastor:  We pray for the nations of the world, that all would know times of peace and security. 
Grant that the leaders of our nation be endowed with wisdom and courage, that they seek 
the well-being of our people in every way. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People:  hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor:  We pray for all workers in the Church, asking the blessings of holy wisdom and heavenly grace  
  to all pastors, deaconesses, and teachers. By their devoted service in response to their calling,  
  grant that faith and faithfulness abound and Your kingdom increase. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 
People:  hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor:  We pray for our nation as we rejoice in the freedoms we enjoy. We give You special 

thanks for all those who serve in the military, in medical professions, as educators, and 
as emergency personnel. Grant that we live out our citizenship with dedication and 
gratitude. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People:  hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor:  We pray for special conditions and circumstances. By Your Word and Holy Spirit comfort 

all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity, [especially . . .]. Bring consolation to 
those in sorrow, and grant to all a measure of Your love, taking them into Your tender 
care. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People:  hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor:  We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served You on earth, who 

now rest from their labors. Keep us in fellowship with all Your saints and bring us at last to the 
joys of Your heavenly kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People:  hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor:  All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the sake 

of Him who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, forever. 

People:  Amen. 
 

✠ SACRAMENT ✠ 
PREFACE 
 

Pastor:   The Lord be with you.                   
People:   And also with you. 
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts.         
People:   We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.      
People:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  
 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My + body, which is 
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”  In the same way also He took the cup after 
supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this 
cup is the new testament in My + blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pastor:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
People:  Amen. 
 
 
 
 



LORD’S PRAYER           
 

People:           Our Father who art in heaven, 
                             hallowed be Thy name, 
                             Thy kingdom come, 
                             Thy will be done on earth 
                                  as it is in heaven; 
                             give us this day our daily bread; 
                             and forgive us our trespasses 
                                  as we forgive those 
                                  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
DISTRIBUTION of Holy Communion 
 
COMMON DISMISSAL 
 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
 

Pastor:  Let us pray. Blessed are You, heavenly Father, for You have once again fed and nourished us  
  through the body and blood of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Strengthen us through this  
  gracious Meal that, as sisters and brothers gathered at Your Table, we live renewed lives and  
  show forth Your love in our nation and in our neighborhoods. Support us in this life, and bring us  
  at last to the unending feast in Your eternal kingdom, where You live and reign with the Son and  
  the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
People:  Amen.  
 
BENEDICTION  
 

Pastor:  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be  
  gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.  
People:  Amen.  
 
DISMISSAL  
 

Pastor:  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!  
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
HYMN                                                        America, the Beautiful 
 
1.       O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain, 

For purple mountain majesties above the fruited plain! 
America! America! God shed his grace on thee, 
And crown thy good with brotherhood, from sea to shining sea. 

  
2.       O beautiful for patriot dream that sees, beyond the years, 

Thine alabaster cities gleam undimmed by human tears! 
America! America! God shed his grace on thee, 
And crown thy good with brotherhood, from sea to shining sea. 

 
REMINDER:  Please place your tithes and offerings in the trays and/or box as you exit the sanctuary or 
sign up for on-line giving at www.zionanaheim.org. 
 
POSTLUDE    


