
PACKET INFORMATION 

 
 
 1. Invitation Please read carefully.   Please call if you have questions. 
 
 2.  Offering Objectives A description of the convention goals for monetary and 

material offerings are included in this packet. 
 
 3. Monetary Offering Each Congregational Unit should send their convention 

offering with their voting member, visitors, or mail to the 
Synod Treasurer: 

     Robin Kieffer 
     13555 Elkwood Drive 
     Apple Valley MN  55124 
     rlkieffer60@gmail.com 
      
 4. Poster a.) One poster is included. Please put it in a spot where it will 
    be seen by the women of your unit. Copy as needed. 
   b.) Sample bulletin or newsletter insert is included also. 
 
 5. Resolutions a.) How to write and submit a resolution                                       

b.) Resolution form 
 
 6.  Church Site  Map to St. Mark Lutheran Church, One North Road,  
   Circle Pines MN  55014 
 
 7. Registration Form Please read carefully, it is self-explanatory.                                             
   Each person attending the convention must fill out a form.   

  All registrations are due April 16, 2026.                                 
 DUPLICATE the registration form as needed.                  

Please send completed form with your check to: 
     Robin Kieffer 
     13555 Elkwood Drive 
     Apple Valley MN  55124 
     rlkieffer60@gmail.com 
     651-216-3611 

 
 8. Nominations  a.) Nomination Form: To be elected at the plenary are the 
    President (2 yr.), Treasurer (2 yr.), and 3 Board 

  Members (2 yr.).  
  Congregational Units may nominate members for these 

positions.  
   b.) A Few Good Women sheet provides job descriptions. 
 
 9. Scholarships a.) Information and an application for a scholarship to the 
    convention are included. 
   b.) Application to serve as a Hostess Sister is included. 
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You are invited to attend the 37th Annual Saint Paul Area Synodical Women’s Convention 
 

 
 
 
 

 St. Mark Lutheran Church 
 One North Road 

 Circle Pines, MN  55014 
 April 25, 2026 

                                                                       
                                                                                                             
 

 
Theme 

“His Love Endures” – Psalm 136 
 

As a leader in your Unit (Women's Organization), you can help us publicize this Convention. We depend 
on your efforts in encouraging women in your church to attend. Please help us in the following ways:  
 

❖ Make copies of the various enclosures – post them in your church and give forms to interested 
women. 

 

❖ Select a voting member to represent your unit/congregation at the plenary (business) sessions. 
The convention is NOT JUST FOR VOTING MEMBERS. Encourage women to register as non-
delegates. All are invited to attend the plenary or the wonderful spiritual and creative activities 
that are being planned for them. 

 

❖ Encourage women’s attendance by offering full or partial scholarships. Nominate someone who 
has never attended a convention for a synodical convention scholarship. We are offering 
scholarships for first-time attendees. 

 

❖ Bring items listed for Material Offering to go to the needs of MN Indian Women’s Resource 
Center (MIWRC). 

 

❖ REMEMBER to bring your Convention Monetary Offering from your Unit (Women's 
Organization).  The monetary offering is ½ to the Women of the ELCA and the remaining ¼ to 
International Association for Refugees–Jonathan House and ¼ to Second Harvest Heartland. 

 

We hold conventions to conduct the business of the Saint Paul Area Synodical Women’s Organization, 
elect officers and Board Members, approve the budget and to set direction for the future. It is also a 
time for community. We meet to renew friendships and make new friends. We are inspired and 
renewed by speakers and workshops, and we leave revitalized in our faith. 
 

You and your church women are cordially invited to attend. May the Holy Spirit bless us as we gather in 
Christ’s Name. 
 

Blessings, 
Becky Maier 
SWO President 



 
 

 

THIS PAGE IS INTENTIONALLY BLANK  



Saint Paul Area Synodical Women’s Organization 
2026 Convention Offering Objectives 

 

 
Monetary offering: 
 

½ Churchwide Women of the ELCA 
¼ International Association for Refugees–

Jonathan House 
¼ Second Harvest Heartland 
 

 

 
Material Offerings: 
 

 MN Indian Women’s Resource Center 
 

• Feminine products 
                                                                           

• Hygiene Products: 
Shampoo & Conditioner 
Toothbrush & Toothpaste 
Deodorant 
Soap 

 
                                                                             

Quilts: 
 

Bring a quilt to be displayed and donated to 
Lutheran Social Service Safe House following the 
Convention. 
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37th Saint Paul Area Synodical Women's Convention 

 

   April 25, 2026 

   St. Mark Lutheran Church 

   One North Road 

   Circle Pines, MN  55014 

   763-784-2558 
 

 

 

 

 

 

You are invited to join women from around the Saint Paul Area Synod  

for a day of Worship and Eucharist, Bible Study,  

Learning Sessions and Business Meetings. 

 
 

Speakers include: 
 Marcie Rendon – Keynote Speaker and Author of “Where They Last Saw Her” 
 Bishop Patricia Lull – Bible Study 
 Pastor Lauren Mildahl – St. Mark Lutheran Church – Worship Leader 
  

Learning opportunities/workshops: 
 Linda Clark – Churchwide Representative 
 Claire Hoyum & Bethany Ringdal – “Love the Stranger: Tips for Congregations 

  in Practicing Immigrant Justice” 
 Nancy Agneberg – “Spiritual Friendship, Companions on the Journey” 

Deanna Thompson – “Joy, Patience, and Perseverance in Christian Life Today” 
 

 

 Come for the learning. Enjoy the fellowship! 
 

For more information contact: _______________________ 
 

Registration forms should be available at your church office or by 
calling Robin Kieffer, convention registrar, at 651-216-3611. 
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BULLETIN & NEWSLETTER INSERT for March and April 

 

Mark your calendar for the 37th Annual Saint Paul Area Synodical Women’s 

Organization Convention: 

 

 

Saturday, April 25, 2026 

8:00 am to 4:30 pm  

St. Mark Lutheran Church  

One North Road, Circle Pines, MN  

Fee: $50.00 

Theme: “His Love Endures” – Psalm 136 
 

The Keynote Speaker is Marcie Rendon.  Marcie is an Ojibwe writer and educator who 
creates fiction, poetry, and plays inspired by her culture and community.  She is the 
author of the book “Where They Last Saw Her” about Missing and Murdered Indigenous 
Women. 

Come and Rejoice with our sisterhood of women, in the breaking of bread, and learning 

together through stories of hope. 

For registration information, contact Robin Kieffer at rlkieffer60@gmail.com  or 

651-216-3611 or 13555 Elkwood Drive, Apple Valley MN  55124. 

  

mailto:rlkieffer60@gmail.com
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RESOLUTIONS FOR THE 2026 WOMEN OF THE ELCA  

SAINT PAUL AREA SYNODICAL CONVENTION 

 

Resolutions are: 

 - a way to participate in the democratic convention process and have your voice heard 

 - a means of educating women about a particular need or concern 

 - a vehicle for inspiring others to take a particular action 

Resolutions are a way to plan and think ahead, and to hold ourselves accountable for the decisions we make. 

A resolution, when passed, is no longer an idea to consider; it is a commitment.    

 

Resolutions should: 

 - have a clear and concise title and address only one issue 

 - address concerns that relate to Women of the ELCA’s mission, purpose, activities, themes, or focus 

          and are consistent with the positions/policies of the Women of the ELCA and the ELCA 

 - propose an action or a solution to a problem 

 - be based on sufficient background and analysis; able to be “backed up” 

   

Resolutions have two portions: 

 The “WHEREAS” portion that identifies and explains what you want addressed.  Here is the place for 

the facts, each listed as a separate Whereas statement.  (See form) 

 The “RESOLVED” portion states the action you propose to address the concern.  Again, each solution 

or action should be listed as a separate sentence.  (See form) 

 

Resolutions prior to convention are submitted by congregational units and mailed in advance in order to 

be printed in the convention book of reports. This gives voting members time to read them prior to 

voting.   

• The deadline for these resolutions is March 22, 2026. 

 

Resolutions which come before voting members during the convention must be presented in written form 

and require the signature of three voting members. The deadline for presenting resolutions is 8:00 am, 

April 25, 2026.   

 

All convention resolutions are presented to the Convention’s Committee on Reference and Counsel.  The 

committee reviews the resolutions and makes recommendations to the voting member body about adoption.  If 

the resolution needs clarification or rewording, the author(s) of the resolution are consulted.  The convention 

parliamentarian serves as a resource for the Committee on Reference and Counsel.    

 

A resolution form is included for your use.  If you have questions, do not hesitate to ask:  

Board Liaison Kathy Hogenson at 651-213-1289, kathyhogenson115@gmail.com 

Parliamentarian Vernita Kennen at 651-407-9235; dvkennen@aol.com 

Committee Chairperson JoAnn Hogenson at 651-216-3561; joann.hogenson@icloud.com  

Please submit resolutions by March 22, 2026, for inclusion in the Convention Book of Reports.   

 

Use the form provided.   

 

 Send it to the Committee Chairperson: JoAnn Hogenson 

        502 Lynnhurst Ave East  #709 

        St Paul MN  55104 

        Joann.hogenson@icloud.com 

        651-216-3561      

  

mailto:Joann.hogenson@icloud.com


2026 RESOLUTION FORM 

WOMEN OF THE ELCA - SAINT PAUL AREA SYNOD  

SYNODICAL WOMEN’S CONVENTION 
 

 

Title of Resolution: _______________________________________________________ 

 

WHEREAS: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted by _________________________ Congregation _________________________ 

 

City: ________________________________ Conference __________________________ 

 

Send the completed form BY March 22, 2026, for inclusion in the 2026 convention book of reports to: 
 

 JoAnn Hogenson 

 502 Lynnhurst Ave East  #709 

 St Paul MN  55104 

 Joann.hogenson@icloud.com or 651-216-3561 

 

Copy this form as needed. 

Additional forms will be available at the convention for resolutions presented there.                                 

mailto:Joann.hogenson@icloud.com


 
Saint Paul Area Synodical Women’s Convention 

 
April 25, 2026 

 
St. Mark Lutheran Church 

One North Road 
Circle Pines MN 

Phone: 763.784.2558 
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37th Saint Paul Area Synodical Women's Organization Convention 

 

 

 

CONVENTION REGISTRATION  
St Mark Lutheran Church 

One North Road 
Circle Pines MN  55014 

Tel: 763.784.2558 
 

Saturday, April 25, 2026 
  8:00 am  Registration  
  8:30 am  Plenary 
  8:30 am Learning Session (for those not attending Plenary) 
10:30 am  Worship with Communion 
11:30 am Lunch with Keynote Speaker 
  1:00 pm  Learning Session 1 (3 choices) 
  2:00 pm Learning Session 2 (3 choices) 
  3:00 pm  Bible Study 
  4:00 pm Closing Worship and installation  

 
ALL REGISTRATIONS ARE DUE ON APRIL 16, 2026. (We need a food count by this date.) 
Pre-registration for Visitors is not required but would be appreciated for planning purposes. 

No meals are available for Visitors not pre-registered.  
Childcare is available (children should bring bag lunch.) 

 
Two ways to register:  
On-line:  https://saintpaulareasynodicalwomen.regfox.com/2026-saint-paul-area-synod-women-of-the-elca   
 
Mail using the form below. Make checks payable to: Saint Paul Area SWO.  Fee $50.00 

 
Mail completed form and check to: Robin Kieffer   Phone #: 651.216.3611 

13555 Elkwood Drive  Email: rlkieffer60@gmail.com 
 Apple Valley MN  55124  
 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -cut here)- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Please Print: 
 
NAME _____________________________________________ PHONE _______________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS __________________________________________ E-MAIL ________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ CHURCH/CITY__________________________________ 

 
CLUSTER: East Central___  North___ North Central___ South___ City___ South East___ 

 
Check all that apply:  

    ____ VOTING MEMBER    or     ____    VISITOR  
 

   ____ ALL DAY (includes registration, lunch and electronic Bridges) Fee $50.00 
  

 ____ Dietary needs (specify) __________________________________________________ 
  
 ____ Childcare needed (Name & Age of Children)   ________________________________ 
  

https://saintpaulareasynodicalwomen.regfox.com/2026-saint-paul-area-synod-women-of-the-elca
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2026 Nomination Form 

 
Saint Paul Area Synodical Women’s Organization 

 
 
 

In order to have nominations included in the convention booklet, please return by March 22, 2026 
 
 
 

Check those positions in which the nominee is willing to serve. 
The individual nominated must consent to serve if elected. 

 
 

____  President (2 yr.)    _____  Treasurer (2 yr.) 

 
_____  Board Member (2yr.) 
 

 
(Each congregational unit may submit three names, one for each position.) 

 
 
Name _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
City/State/Zip _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Home Phone ______________________ Work Phone ____________________ 
 
E-mail ___________________________________ 
 
 
Congregation ___________________________________________________ 
  name 
 ___________________________________________________ 
  address 
 
Form submitted by: 
 
___________________________________________ ____________________________ 
name          phone 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
address 

 

 

Please complete reverse side. 
Use additional sheets if necessary to complete this form. 

 

(Please copy this form for additional nominations.)  



EXPERIENCE: Beginning with most recent, list significant experience in each area over the 
last ten years. 

 
Congregational Women's Organization _____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Cluster, Synodical, or Churchwide Women’s Organization: _____________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Congregation Activities: _________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Conference, Synod, and/or Churchwide:   ___________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Occupational History: __________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Community Work: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Other: (Please specify) _________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Rationale for believing nominee can serve effectively in position suggested: 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Please return completed form by March 22, 2026 to: Virginia Coller 
 ginnacoller@hotmail.com 
 2417 Cowern Place E 
 North Saint Paul MN  55109 
 651-777-0584 

mailto:ginnacoller@hotmail.com


 

WANTED: A FEW GOOD WOMEN 
 

Board of the Saint Paul Area Synodical Women’s Organization 
 

President 

• Preside over conventions, meetings, and committees. 

• Leadership and communication skills. 

• Report observations and recommendations. 

• Liaison with church women's organization and attend meetings of the synodical 

presidents. 

• Represent or appoint representatives to inter-Lutheran and ecumenical associations 

and councils. 

 

Treasurer 

• Maintains checking and savings accounts in the name of Women of the ELCA 

Saint Paul Area Synod. 

• Maintains books and records income and expenses for board and committees. 

• Records regular and special offerings. 

• Answers questions from local congregations. 

• Prepares a yearly budget. 

 

 

 

Board Member 

• Transact necessary business and make programmatic decisions between 

conventions.  

• Set policies required for effective and efficient functioning.  

• Supervise and coordinate the work of all committees it appoints.  

• Provide guidance and direction to the Cluster Planning Committee.  

• Determine the time and place of each convention.  

• Prepare the agenda, rules of procedure and program for adoption by each 

convention.  

• Report its actions to each regular Convention.  

• Act as Constitution and Bylaws Committee.  

• Act in other matters delegated to it by the Convention of the Synodical Women’s 

Organization. 
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Saint Paul Area Synodical  
Women's Convention 

 

St Mark Lutheran Church 
One North Road 
Circle Pines, MN 

 
Saturday, April 25, 2026 

 
2026 CONVENTION SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 

 
NOW is the time to submit your candidate's name on the enclosed application form for a fully 
paid scholarship to attend the Saint Paul Area Synodical Women's Convention. 
 
Give a member of your congregation an opportunity to be awarded a scholarship as a special 
guest of our Synodical Women.  A requirement is that the applicant has never attended a 
previous Synodical Women's Convention.  Scholarships are limited, so return the completed 
form to us as soon as possible, but no later than April 4, 2026. 
 
The Scholarship Committee of our Synodical Board will notify the scholarship recipient if they 
are selected.  We encourage your congregation's Women's Organization to meet with your local 
candidate and assist her in completing the enclosed application. 
 
If there are any questions, please call Linda Hayle – 218-255-0679. 
  
  

THIS SCHOLARSHIP DOES NOT INCLUDE OVERNIGHT LODGING. 

 
DO NOT DELAY 

 
Please fill out the form on the back and mail to: 

 
Linda Hayle 

2226 Hanley Road, Unit #31 

Hudson WI 54016 

 

Linda.Hayle3@gmail.com 

Due: April 4, 2026 



Saint Paul Area Synodical 
Women's Convention 

 
CONVENTION SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION FORM 

 
Qualifications for the Scholarship Applicant are as follows: 

1. Applicant is a member of a Saint Paul Area Synod Congregation. 
2. Applicant agrees to be a be a visitor and will provide us with her comments and 

suggestions in written form at the close of the convention. 
3. Applicant has not attended a previous Synodical Women's Convention. 

 

 
Please tell us why you are interested in attending our Women's Convention: 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
I plan to attend Saturday, April 25, 2026 ________. 

 
 
Name ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________    ________________________ _ __________ 
Address      City/State    Zip 
 
 Phone _______________________ E-mail _________________________ 
 
Church ________________________________________ Cluster ____________________ 
 
__________________________________    _______________________     ___________ 
Address      City/State    Zip 
 
Special Interests or Comments  _________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
If there are any questions, please call Linda Hayle – 218-255-0679. 
 

Linda Hayle 

2226 Hanley Road, Unit #31 

Hudson WI 54016 

 

Linda.Hayle3@gmail.com 

Due: April 4, 2025 



Saint Paul Area Synodical 
Women's Convention 

 

St Mark Lutheran Church 
One North Road 
Circle Pines, MN 

 
Saturday, April 25, 2026 

 

PLEASE SERVE AS A HOSTESS SISTER FOR SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

 

In setting up our scholarship program for women who have never attended a Synod Women's 
Convention, the Committee feels that it would be nice to have a Hostess Sister to serve as a 
guide, mentor, and friend.  A requirement is that you be a full-time visitor, and not a delegate, to 
the convention. 
 

If you are chosen to be a Hostess Sister, the committee will provide you with the name, address 
and phone number of your friend so that you can contact her ahead of time.  Volunteering to be 
a Hostess Sister, does not obligate you to spend the entire time with your new friend.  The two 
of you can work that out. 
 

Thanks for your interest.  We would also appreciate an evaluation of your sister experience at 
the close of the convention. 
 

If there are any questions, please call Linda Hayle – 218-255-0679. 
 

Linda Hayle 

2226 Hanley Road, Unit #31 

Hudson WI 54016 
Linda.Hayle3@gmail.com 

 

Due: April 12, 2026 

Name ___________________________________________________________________   
 
__________________________________    ________________________ __________ 
Address      City/State    Zip 
 
 Phone _______________________ E-mail _________________________ 
 
Church ________________________________________ Cluster ____________________ 
 
__________________________________    _______________________     ___________ 
Address      City/State    Zip 
 
Special Interests or Comments ___________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:Linda.Hayle3@gmail.com


 
 

THIS PAGE IS INTENTIONALLY BLANK  

 


