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ORDER OF WORSHIP
Candlelight Service
December 24, 2021

7:30 p.m. Service

Prelude
Welcome
Introit — “Brightly Sound the Christmas Chimes” — Bell Choir

Opening Carol — “O Come, All Ye Faithful” (UMH #234) v.1,2,3,6
O come all ye faithful,

Joyful and triumphant,

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem.

Come and behold Him,

born the King of angels;

Refrain:

O come, let us adore Him,

O come, let us adore Him,

O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.

True God of True God,
Light from Light Eternal,
Lo, he shuns not the Virgin’s womb;

Son of the Father, begotten, not created;
(Refrain)

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation;
O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God, all glory in the highest;
(Refrain)

Yea, Lord, we greet thee,

Born this happy morning;

Jesus, to thee be all glory, given.

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing.
(Refrain)



Call to Worship:

Pastor: The Prophet Isaiah said: the people who walked in darkness have seen
a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness, on them a light has
shined.

People: O come, O come Emmanuel!

Pastor: The Priest Zechariah said before John’s birth: by the tender mercy of
our God the dawn from on high will break upon us, to give light to those who
sit in darkness, to guide our feet into the way of peace.

People: O come, O come Emmanuel!

Pastor: The Evangelist John said: What has come into being in Him was life,
and the life is the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it.

People: O come, O come Emmanuel!

Pastor: God 1s with us. God is coming into our lives in a new way. The birth
of the Christ-child is the renewal of hope; a reminder that Christ will come
again. Keep watch for the light, it is drawing near.

People: O come, O come Emmanuel!

A Prayer for Christmas Eve (unison)

O God our Father, you have brought us again to the glad season when we
celebrate the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that his
Spirit may be born anew in our hearts this night and that we may joyfully
welcome him to reign over us. Open our ears, that we may hear again the
angelic chorus of old. Open our lips, that we may proclaim with uplifted
hearts:

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace and goodwill toward all;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Lighting of the Christ Candle

Pastor: Tonight is the moment for which we have been longing. Advent
darkness is broken by the light of the Christ: God incarnate entering this
world. For unto us, a Child is given; unto us a Savior is born, and the order of
the world will be upon His shoulders. In the birth of Christ our lives are
illuminated and warmed by the amazing love of God. We light this candle to
shine the light of Christ to a dark and weary world.



Light Candle

Prayer (Unison) Dear God, on this night that we celebrate the birth of
your son Jesus, shine anew the power and light of Christ into our lives.
May all people receive your good news with great joy and experience the
peace of his reign. Amen.

Blessing of the Manger Scene

Pastor: God of every nation and people, from the beginning of creation you
have made manifest your love. When our need of a Savior was great, you sent
your Son to be born of the virgin Mary. To our lives, he brings joy and peace;
justice, mercy and love.

People: Lord, bless all who look upon this manger. May it remind us of
the humble birth of Jesus, and raise up our thoughts to him, who is God-
with-us and Savior of all, and who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
Amen.

The Prophecy of Hope — Isaiah 9:2-7

The Carol — “Away in a Manger” (UMH #217) v.1,2,3
Away in a manger,

no crib for a bed,

The little Lord Jesus

laid down his sweet head.

The stars in the sky

looked down where he lay,

The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing,
the baby awakes,

But little Lord Jesus,

no crying he makes;

I love thee, Lord Jesus,
look down from the sky
And stay by my cradle
till morning is nigh.

Be near me, Lord Jesus,

I ask thee to stay

Close by me forever,

and love me, I pray;

Bless all the dear children



in thy tender care,
And fit us for heaven
to live with thee there.

The Christmas Story — Luke 2:1-20

The Carol — “Hark, the Herald Angel Sing” (UMH #240)” v.1,2,3
Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth, & mercy mild,
God & sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations rise,

join the triumph of the skies;
With th’angelic hosts proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King.”

Christ, by highest heav’n adored;
Christ, the everlasting Lord!
Late in time behold Him come,
Offspring of a virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the God head see;
Hail th’incarnate Deity,

Pleased with us in flesh to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel.

Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King.”

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!

Light and life to all He brings,

risen with healing in His wings.

Mild He lays His glory by,

Born that we no more may die,

Born to raise us from the earth,

Born to give us second birth.

Hark! The herald angels sing,

“Glory to the newborn King.”



The Music — “Christmas Sanctus” - Choir
The Glory of the Incarnation — John 1:1-5; 10-14
The Music — “All Is Well” — Choir

The Carol — “What Child is This?” (UMH #219) v.1,2
What child is this who, laid to rest,

on Mary’s lap is sleeping?

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,

while shepherds watch are keeping?

This, this 1s Christ the King,

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste to bring him laud,

the babe, the son of Mary.

The Peace

The Christmas Offering “Christmas Doxology”
(Sung to the tune of “The First Noel”)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow

Praise God, all creatures here below

Praise God above, ye heavenly host

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel. Born is the king of Israel

Prayer of Thanksgiving

The Carol — “Angels We Have Heard on High” (UMH #238) v.1,3.,4
Angels we have heard on high

Sweetly singing o’er the plains

And the mountains in reply

Echoing their joyous strains

Refrain:
Gloria, in excelsis Deo
Gloria, in excelsis Deo

Come to Bethlehem and see

Christ whose birth the angels sing
Come, adore on bended knee
Christ the Lord, the newborn King.
(Refrain)



See him in a manger laid

Whom the choirs of angels praise
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid
While our hearts in love we raise.
(Refrain)

The Christmas Sermon

The Carol — “There’s a Song in the Air” (UMH #249) v.1
There's a song in the air!

There's a star in the sky!

There's a mother's deep prayer

and a baby's low cry!

And the star rains its fire

while the beautiful sing,

For the manger of Bethlehem

cradles a King!

The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come.

Thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us,
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine 1s the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The Giving of the Bread and Cup
The Prayer After Receiving



The Carol — “O Little Town of Bethlehem” (UMH #230)
O little town of Bethlehem,

how still we see thee lie;

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep

the silent stars go by.

Yet in thy dark streets shineth

the everlasting light;

The hopes and fears of all the years

are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary,

and gathered all above,

While mortals sleep, the angels keep
their watch of wondering love.

O morning stars together,

proclaim the holy birth,

And praises sing to God the King,
and peace to all on earth!

How silently, how silently,

the wondrous gift is given;

so God imparts to human hearts
the blessings of his heaven.

No ear may hear his coming,

but in this world of sin,

where meek souls will receive him,
still the dear Christ enters in.

O Holy Child of Bethlehem,
descend to us, we pray;

Cast out our sin, and enter in,
be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels
the great glad tidings tell;

O come to us, abide with us,
our Lord Emmanuel!



The Celebration of the Light — “Silent Night” (UMH #239)
Silent night, holy night,

all 1s calm, all is bright

round yon virgin

mother and child.

Holy infant, so tender and mild,

sleep in heavenly peace,

sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night,
shepherds quake at the sight;
glories stream from heaven afar,
heavenly hosts sing Alleluia!
Christ the Savior 1s born,

Christ the Savior 1s born!

Silent night, holy night,

Son of God, love's pure light;
radiant beams from thy holy face
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

Silent night, holy night,
wondrous star, lend thy light;
with the angels let us sing,
Alleluia to our King;

Christ the Savior 1s born,
Christ the Savior 1s born!

The Prayer for Christmas

Light of the world, we celebrate your birth and the hope it brings to all people.
We have heard the herald’s trumpet and seen the glory of our salvation. Your
birth overwhelms us, filling our lives with promise and joy. Your Light brings
judgement on the earth, illuminating our temptation to hide in the shadows.
Help us love your Light more than darkness, that we may be known as
children of God. Amen.



Hymn — “Joy to the World” (UMH #246) v.1,2,4
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!

Let earth receive her King;

Let every heart prepare him room.

And heaven and nature sing,

And heaven and nature sing,

And heaven, and heaven,

and nature sing.

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns!
Let all their songs employ;

While fields and floods,

rocks, hills, and plains

Repeat the sounding joy,

Repeat the sounding joy,

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground;

He comes to make his blessing flow
Far as the curse 1s found,

Far as the curse 1s found,

Far as, far as the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove

The glories of his righteousness,

And wonders of his love,

And wonders of his love,

And wonders, wonders of his love.

Benediction

Postlude/Dismissal
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