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“Watch, Wait, Wonder and Worship” 

 

Ascension Lutheran Church 

 

Midweek Advent Worship   December 2, 2020 

 

Welcome, All, In the Name of Jesus Christ our Lord! 

 

Light a candle or Advent wreath. 
 

Prayer bell rings.  

Opening 

It is now time for you to wake from sleep; 

the night is far spent; the light draws near. 

 

Hymn #243   “Lost in the Night” 

 Verses 1-2 
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Prayer 
Let us pray… 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. 
As darkness falls, may we watch for your light. 

Keep us awake and alert to your coming 

and strengthen us to the end, 
that we may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
 

Psalm 130 

A reading from Psalms. 
 
1Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD; 
2O LORD, hear my voice! 

Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication. 
3If you were to keep watch over sins, O LORD, who could stand? 
4Yet with you is forgiveness, in order that you may be feared. 
5I wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits; in your word is my hope. 
6My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the 
morning, more than those who keep watch for the morning. 
7O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love; 

with the LORD there is plenteous redemption. 
8For the LORD shall redeem Israel from all their sins. 
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Silence for reflection 
 

God of compassion, you sent your Word into the world to announce 
the dawn of salvation. Do not leave us in the depths of our sins, but 
give to us the fullness of your redeeming grace; through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Mark 13:33-37 
The holy gospel according to Mark, the thirteenth chapter.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 34It 
is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his 
slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to 
be on the watch. 35Therefore, keep awake — for you do not know when 
the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at 
cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may find you asleep when he comes 
suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake." 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Reflection 

What word, image, or phrase stands out for you in this reading? 

What will you watch and pray about this Advent? 

What will help you stay awake? 

 

Hymn #436   “Wake, awake, for night is flying” 

 Verses 1-2 
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Prayers 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of 
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the health of the creation, for abundant harvests that all may share, 
and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 

For public servants, the government, and those who protect us;  
for those who work to bring peace, justice, healing, and protection in 
this and every place, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 

For those who travel, for those who are sick and suffering, 

and for those who are in captivity, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have 
mercy. 
 

For deliverance in the time of affliction, wrath, danger, and need, 
let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

 

For all servants of the church, for all of us gathered together, 
and for all people who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, 
let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

 

Add your prayer concerns that they may be shared in community. 
 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 

A time of silence follows. 
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Giving thanks for all who have gone before us and are at rest, rejoicing 
in the communion of all the saints, we commend ourselves, one 
another, and our whole life to you, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
To you, O Lord. 
 

Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; 

that awake we may watch with Christ 

and asleep we may rest in peace. Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 

Blessing 

Even as we wait, watch, wonder and worship, 
God is with us. 
 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. 
Thanks be to God. 
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