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Inspired by Ruth 1:1-22
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Prelude             “Sanctuary” Thompson & Scruggs
                    “When in Our Music God is Glorified”  Hayes

Vonda Hardesty, piano

Welcome Pastor Julie Van Til

Introit    “Rejoice, The Lord is King”  Darwall

*Call to Worship   Leslie Bolser
One: Here in this place, there are no foreigners,
All: for all are welcome in God’s house.
One: Here in this worship, there is only acceptance,
All: for love is the language of faith.
One: Here in our lives, there are no divisions,
All: for God dwells in each of us.  Come, let us worship in unity and love.
          

*Prayer of Confession and Assurance 

Anthem        “Amazing Grace”    John Coates Jr.
Summer Choir; Mike Rugen, director

Prayers of the People    Rev. Travis Adams

Passing of the Peace  

Scripture Reading             Ruth 1:1-22
7 So Naomi set out from the place where she had been living, she and her 
two daughters-in-law, and they went on their way to go back to the land of 
Judah. 8 But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go back each of you to your 
mother’s house. May the Lord deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with the 
dead and with me. 9 The Lord grant that you may find security, each of you in the 
house of your husband.” Then she kissed them, and they wept aloud. 10 They said 
to her, “No, we will return with you to your people.” 11 But Naomi said, “Turn back, 
my daughters, why will you go with me? Do I still have sons in my womb that 

Welcome to our worship 
series: I’ve Been Meaning 
to Ask. We’ll explore four 
questions, each for two 
weeks, stirring our curiosity, 
courage and connection.

Where are you from?
Where does it hurt?
What do you need?
Where do we go from here?

Through the lens of scripture, 
art, and interaction, we hope 
you’ll allow yourself to be 
seen and known a little more 
fully, not just by a loving 
God, but by each other.  We 
hope you’ll find yourself at 
home here – a child of God in 
the image of the Divine. We 
hope you’ll let others’ stories 
and experiences shape you, 
expanding who you are, how 
you see, and what you leave 
here to do for the love of a 
world so loved by God.

where do we go
from here?
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*please stand if you are able



they may become your husbands? 12 Turn back, my daughters, go your way, for I am too old to have a husband. Even if 
I thought there was hope for me, even if I should have a husband tonight and bear sons, 13 would you then wait until 
they were grown? Would you then refrain from marrying? No, my daughters, it has been far more bitter for me than for 
you, because the hand of the Lord has turned against me.” 14 Then they wept aloud again. Orpah kissed her mother-in-
law, but Ruth clung to her.
15 So Naomi said, “See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods; return after your sister-in-
law.” 16 But Ruth said, “Do not press me to leave you or to turn back from following you! Where you go, I will go; where 
you lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be my people, and your God my God. 17 Where you die, I will die— there will I 
be buried. May the Lord do thus and so to me, and more as well, if even death parts me from you!”
18 When Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no more to her.  22 So Naomi returned together 
with Ruth the Moabite, her daughter-in-law, who came back with her from the country of Moab. They came to 
Bethlehem at the beginning of the barley harvest. 

This is the word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.  

Sermon  Pastor Julie Van Til

*Choral Response (Tune 397)    “A Covenant of Grace”   ©Anna & David Strickland, 2021

We all come from the dusty earth, And from the places of our birth.
Ancestral stories, who we’ll be, We bring it all to come and see.

We all need people who will be, with us in solidarity
No explanation, no defense, just ministry in their presence.

   Surprised by God’s unbounded love, from many walks of life we come,
To build a covenant of grace, and in our diff’rences embrace. 

                                     
*Benediction  

Choral Benediction             “Amen, Hallelujah”   Eberhard

Postlude            “Fantasy in A Minor”   Bach

Todays flowers are from Pat Mucklow and Patrick Slivka in memory of their parents and brothers.

Membership Information Session - Saturday, September 18 from 10 am - noon

This session is for those who are simply interested in learning more about our church as well as those who would 
like to examine the possibilities of joining this faith community.  It will be an opportunity to think through your own 
faith commitments and prayerfully consider whether this church might be a good connection for your worship life, 
your spiritual nurture, and your discipleship in the world.  If you have any questions or would like to register, please 
contact Betsy Hanzelin, Director of Congregational Enrichment at bhanzelin@fccfaithful.org or 708-798-2800, ext. 18.



“Flow of Humanity”
Artist’s Statement

In his sermon on June 14, 2020, at Montreat Conference Center, North Carolina, Rev. Matt Gaventa explored the 
situation at the US-Mexico border in relation to the travels of Ruth and Naomi.   At that time, I drew an image for the 
worship service inspired by news images from the border. A woman stands with a plastic grocery bag in her hand. 
Another woman embraces her. They are exhausted, yet determined. One faces the viewer, the other looks away. A 
low fence delineates the border along the side of the road. In the figures pictured here in the wall, I reimagined that 
idea. Where do we go from here? 
In this art piece, the border fencing that is located along miles of the US southern border takes center stage. Through 
it the viewer sees mountains in the distance and the figures supporting one another. Their feet step through, 
breaking into the border of the image. In my research for this image, I watched a documentary put together by the 
BBC in 2018.  The reporter traveled along the entire span of the border, interviewing people that he met and seeking 
out comments by residents, officials, and immigrants on both sides of the line. In parallel, the current circumstance 
along the USMexico Border is incredibly complex and has unfolded over the last month on the news. A comment 
that recently stood out to me was a quote from the U.S. Congresswoman, Representative Veronica Escobar from El 
Paso, Texas:

“. . . we saw that the. . . administration essentially tried to shut every door to America, even asylum, which is legal, 
and it dismantled the asylum system. And so, what happened was immigration and the migration, the flow of 
humanity from Central America never stopped. It just—it’s right outside our front door and the misery became 
even worse.”

She commented on the flow of humanity, naming the concept as a normal event over the course of history. The flow 
of humanity. That is why the story of Ruth and Naomi speaks so poignantly to me at this time, at any time. Where do 
we go from here?
Ruth and Naomi are hungry; they are traveling to connect with their family, their security. They are risking their 
lives and safety to strive for their best chance to thrive. They are currently in motion, striving to settle down. 
As I contemplated this image, the other motifs that wove their way in were barley and blade wire. Barley is the 
sustenance that meets Ruth at the end of her journey. Blade wire represents the lacerating spirals that are installed 
along the top of the fencing of the US-Mexico border. The stark clarity of interdependence and desperate need for 
humanizing becomes juxtaposed with the pain of scarcity of resources. The barley woven into the blade wires in the 
border of the artwork represent the tension between scarcity and abundance in this narrative. Where do we go from 
here? 
Here, Ruth and Naomi are flowing through the wall; they are on both sides. As we have all become more aware of 
the number of people in the world and the humanity of each one as a precious child of God, we find it both easier 
and harder to answer the question, “Where do we go from here?” Easier because we know the teachings of our 
faith: to love God and to love one another, as my daddy has always reminded me. As I daily expand my mind to see 
reality as abundance, my quest continues to lead me back to providing all I can for those whose presence in my life 
demands it. There is perpetually enough to share, every day. Where do we go from here? To whom can we extend 
abundance? Whose presence is demanding us to share? 
—Hannah Garrity
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