
The Second Sunday of Advent 
 

Church of the Holy Comforter – Vienna, Virginia
The Holy Eucharist Rite II
December 6, 2020 at 9:30 A.M. 

The liturgy follows the Book of Common Prayer, beginning at page 355.

Voluntary: Prelude on Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland (Hymn 54)	 Johann Sebastian Bach

The Entrance

Opening Acclamation

Presider	 Blessed are you, holy and living One. 
People	 You come to your people and set them free.

The Presider says the Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Song of Priase, Hymn 67 “Comfort, comfort ye my people”	 Psalm 42
Sung by all.
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The Collect of the Day

The Lord be with you.   And also with you.   Let us pray. 
Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us 
grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Word of God

The Lesson	 2 Peter 3:8-15a
Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like one 
day. The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, 
but all to come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a 
loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will be disclosed. 
Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and 
godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and 
dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new 
earth, where righteousness is at home. Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him 
at peace, without spot or blemish, and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation.
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

At The Sequence, Hymn 65 (stanzas 1-2) “Prepare the way, O Zion”	 Bereden väg för Herran
Sung by all.
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The Holy Gospel	 Mark 1:1-8
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, “See, I am sending 
my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of 
the Lord, make his paths straight,’” John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to 
him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a 
leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he 
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon   The Rev. Jackie Thomson
A brief period of silence is observed for reflection on the sermon.



The Nicene Creed   [Said by all.]
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light 
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were 
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 
no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father 
and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People   	 Form I, Book of Common Prayer, p. 383
The leader of the Prayers will begin with prayers for the church and the world. Throughout you are invited to add your own petitions 
either silently or aloud.

Intercessor	 ...let us pray to the Lord. 
People	 Lord, have mercy.

The Intercessor concludes
In the communion of saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life, to Christ our God. 
People	 To you, O Lord our God.

The Peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.   

Welcome & Announcements

The Holy Communion

At The Offertory, Hymn 75 “There’s a voice in the wilderness crying”	 Ascension
Sung by all.

&
b

b

b

1
2
3

J

œ

j

œ

There’s
O
but

a

the

œ
j

œ

j

œ

j

œ

j

œ œ

voice
Zi -

word

in
on,
of

the
that
our

wil -
bring -
God

der -
est

ness
good
en -

œ

˙

j

œ

j

œ

cry -
tid -
du -

ing,
ings,
reth,

a
get
the

thee

&
b

b

b

œ

j

œ

j

œ œ œ

call
up

arm

from
to
of

the
the
the

ways
heights
Lord

un -
and
is

.˙ œ œ

trod:
sing!

strong;

Pre -
Pro -
he

œ
j

œ

j

œ

j

œ

j

œ œ

pare
claim
stands

in
to
in

the
a

the

des -
des -
midst

ert
o -

a
late
of

&
b

b

b
˙

œ œ

high -
peo -
na -

way,
ple

tions,

a
the
and

œ
œ œ œ œn

high -
com -
he

way
ing
will

for
of

right

our
their
the

.˙

J

œ

J

œ

God!
King.

wrong.

The
Like
He

the
shall

&
b

b

b
œ

J

œ

J

œ œ

J

œ

J

œ

val -
flowers

feed

leys
of
his

shall
the

be
field
flock

ex -
they
like a

œ

˙ œ

alt -
per -
shep -

ed,
ish,

herd,

the
like
the

&
b

b

b œ œ œ œ
œ

lof -
grass
lambs

ty
our
he’ll

hills
works
gent -

brought
de -
ly

.˙ œ

low;
cay,

hold;

make
the
to

œ
J

œ

J

œ œn œ œ

straight
power

pas -

all
and
tures

the

of

crook -
pomp
peace

ed
of

he’ll

&
b

b

b œ

œ œ

J

œ

J

œ

pla -
na -

lead

ces
tions
them,

where
shall
and

the

œ

j

œ

j

œ

j

œ

j

œ œ

Lord
pass
bring

our
like
them

a
God
dream
safe to

may
a -

his

.˙

go!
way;
fold.



&
b

b

b

1
2
3

J

œ

j

œ

There’s
O
but

a

the

œ
j

œ

j

œ

j

œ

j

œ œ

voice
Zi -

word

in
on,
of

the
that
our

wil -
bring -
God

der -
est

ness
good
en -

œ

˙

j

œ

j

œ

cry -
tid -
du -

ing,
ings,
reth,

a
get
the

thee

&
b

b

b

œ

j

œ

j

œ œ œ

call
up

arm

from
to
of

the
the
the

ways
heights
Lord

un -
and
is

.˙ œ œ

trod:
sing!

strong;

Pre -
Pro -
he

œ
j

œ

j

œ

j

œ

j

œ œ

pare
claim
stands

in
to
in

the
a

the

des -
des -
midst

ert
o -

a
late
of

&
b

b

b
˙

œ œ

high -
peo -
na -

way,
ple

tions,

a
the
and

œ
œ œ œ œn

high -
com -
he

way
ing
will

for
of

right

our
their
the

.˙

J

œ

J

œ

God!
King.

wrong.

The
Like
He

the
shall

&
b

b

b
œ

J

œ

J

œ œ

J

œ

J

œ

val -
flowers

feed

leys
of
his

shall
the

be
field
flock

ex -
they
like a

œ

˙ œ

alt -
per -
shep -

ed,
ish,

herd,

the
like
the

&
b

b

b œ œ œ œ
œ

lof -
grass
lambs

ty
our
he’ll

hills
works
gent -

brought
de -
ly

.˙ œ

low;
cay,

hold;

make
the
to

œ
J

œ

J

œ œn œ œ

straight
power

pas -

all
and
tures

the

of

crook -
pomp
peace

ed
of

he’ll

&
b

b

b œ

œ œ

J

œ

J

œ

pla -
na -

lead

ces
tions
them,

where
shall
and

the

œ

j

œ

j

œ

j

œ

j

œ œ

Lord
pass
bring

our
like
them

a
God
dream
safe to

may
a -

his

.˙

go!
way;
fold.

The Great Thanksgiving	 Prayer A, Book of Common Prayer, p. 361
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Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant

Celebrant

Celebrant

People

People

People

The Presider proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven 
and earth.   [The Presider continues.]
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus, Hymnal, S 124	 David Hurd
Sung by all.
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The Presider continues and gives thanks to God for the reconciling work of Christ and prays over the bread and wine.

Memorial Acclamation

Presider	 Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
People	 Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

The Presider continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of 
new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.



All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 
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A- men.

Celebrant People

The Lord’s Prayer

Presider	 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People	 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 

it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Presider	 Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People	 Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Invitation   
Under much conversation right now is the question of whether bread and wine consecrated virtually is the Sacrament of the Eucharist 
or Holy Communion. At the moment our Bishop and Diocese is saying we understand the Sacrament of Holy Eucharist to happen 
with the gathered community and the priest together in the same space. But that being said, we would say that there is a sacred 
presence in any act that is responsive and revealing of the love of Christ. If you break bread or say the prayer for receiving spiritual 
communion, hold fast to Christ’s presence in you already, and let the church come to clarity over time in this conversation. If you still 
have questions about this, so do we. Bless you and this time. Amen.

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love you above all things, and 
long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. As 
though you have already come, I embrace you and unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from 
you. Amen.   (St. Alphonsus de Liguori, 1696-1787)

At the Distribution, Hymn 54 “Savior of the nations, come!”	 Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland 
Sung by all.
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The Postcommunion Prayer   [Said by all.]
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

The Blessing



Dismissal   [The people respond,]
Thanks be to God.

Voluntary: Prelude on Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland (Hymn 54)	 Johann Pachelbel
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