The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Proper 19

Church of the Holy Comforter — Vienna, Virginia
The Ho[;g Eucharist Rite I

September 12, 2020 at 6:00 P.M.

The liturgy follows the Book of Common Prayer, beginning at page 355.

VOLUNTARY

THE ENTRANCE

Presider  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Presider says the Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of

our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS  [Said by all.]
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord
God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the
Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus
Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAy
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.

O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct
and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever. Amen.

THE WoRD oF GOD

THE LESSON  [The people are seated.] Romans 14:1-12
Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. Some believe in eating anything,
while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass
judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before
their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. Some judge one
day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. Those
who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks
to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. We do not live to ourselves, and we
do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether
we die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the
living. Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? For we will
all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every
tongue shall give praise to God.” So then, each of us will be accountable to God.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THEe Hory GospeL  [The people stand.] Matthew 18:21-35
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many
as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. For this reason the kingdom of



heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who
owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with
his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying,
‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and
forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred
denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.” Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him,
‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.” But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay
the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their
lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, “‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt
because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?” And in anger
his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one
of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON The Rev. Jon C. Strand
A brief period of silence is observed for reflection on the sermon. The people stand for the Creed.

THE NICENE CREED [Said by all.]
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate
from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have
no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father
and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  [All remain standing.] Form I, Book of Common Prayer, p. 385
The leader of the Prayers will begin with prayers for the church and the world. In the course of the silence after each bidding, you are
invited to add your own prayers, either silently or aloud.

THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you. [7he people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and are then seated.]

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Tuae Hory COMMUNION

AT THE OFFERTORY, VOLUNTARY

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  [7he people stand.] Prayer C, Book of Common Prayer, p. 369
Presider  'The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Presider  Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Presider  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Presider ~ God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.
People Glory to you for ever and ever.
Presider At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their
courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.
People By your will they were created and have their being.



Presider ~ From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, reason, and skill. You
made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one
another.

People Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.

Presider ~ Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your righteous Law. And
in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of
freedom and peace.

People By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed.

Presider  And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all
those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending
hymn:

SaNcrus  [Said by all.]
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The Presider continues and gives thanks to God for the reconciling work of Christ and prays over the bread and wine.

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
Presider  Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving,
People W celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming.

The Presider continues
Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see
your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not
for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in
Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name.

People Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.
Presider  Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you and the
Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation.

People AMEN.

THE LORD’s PRAYER
Presider ~ And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Presider  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.

People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

INVITATION  [7he People are seated.]

As Jesus welcomed all to his table, so do we at Holy Comforter. The bread and the wine are the central symbols of God's presence and
we invite you to share in the Eucharist in whatever way feels comfortable to you, regardless of age or tradition. We also offer gluten-
[free bread—ijust let the priest know. If you prefer to receive a blessing, cross your arms in front of your chest. The Holy Eucharist is an
outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace, a mutual indwelling of Christ in us and us in him. Come to the table and
be joined into Christs ministry of love and reconciliation.

For those who wish to receive communion (offered to all with only the bread at this time, which is complete communion): please
come forward to receive, keeping a minimum distance of six feet between yourself and any other persons who do not share your home.
Please be careful to pick up one communion wafer with the paper cup, and then return to your seat before briefly lifting your mask
to consume the consecrated bread. After the service is over, please place the cups into the blue recycling bin by the table upon leaving.
Gluten free wafers are also available on a separate tray.



Those who choose not to receive communion are invited to use the following prayer.
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love you above all things, and
long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. As
though you have already come, I embrace you and unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from

you. Amen. (St. Alphonsus de Liguori, 1696-1787)

THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER  [Said by all.]
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING

DismissaL  [The people respond,]
Thanks be to God.

VOLUNTARY



