
Dear Colleague:

We are delighted to announce the 2024 Delaware ACDA Children’s Honor Choir Festival to
be held on March 8th & 9th at Newark High School. Our guest conductor this year will be
Dr. Cera Babb, the Director of Choral Activities and an Assistant Professor of Music at the
University of Wisconsin-River Falls, whose work focuses on fostering enriching, meaningful, and
musically excellent experiences with musicians and their communities.

You are invited to select singers in grades 4-6 to be a part of this festive weekend for treble
voices. Recommended audition criteria for interested singers:

● Ability to sing Do-re-mi a cappella (key of C) with accurate pitches and good tone quality
● Accurate tonal memory (a cappella response to pitches on piano; ascending/descending

triads)

To ensure a balanced ensemble, we ask that you send an equal number of sopranos and altos,
but no more than 14 voices total. The maximum number of singers that can be accepted is
150. If we reach 150 prior to this date, your registration check will be returned.

Feel free to check in ahead of time to see where our numbers are prior to submitting your
materials. There is a possibility we can add more voices, so you might want to audition students
and have some “waitlisted” or something similar should spots open up.

In order for students to participate, their director must be a member of ACDA (applications
found at www.acda.org). Participants need to pay a nonrefundable $55 registration fee,
which includes; lunch, snacks and drinks for singers on Saturday, an Honor Choir t-shirt to be
worn for the concert, octavos, and a practice recording (music/recordings will be sent to the
director for distribution).

We request that payments and forms are submitted as soon as possible, but postmarked &
emailed no later than 12/15/24. You can mail in forms or scan and email or share via Google
docs with Kelly Hanson, kelly.hanson@bsd.k12.de.us, at Mount Pleasant High School (see
address below).

Students will rehearse on Friday, March 8th from 5:45-8:30 pm and on Saturday, March 9th
from 9:15-4:30pm. The festival concert will take place at 4:00pm and there will be a $5
admission fee for ages 6 and up. Military, seniors, children under 6, and ACDA members with
an active membership may attend the concert for free.

http://www.acda.org
mailto:kelly.hanson@bsd.k12.de.us


Directors need to participate in some of the weekend’s activities. Your participation allows
for a smooth and enjoyable event for all the singers involved. We will send out a form via email
regarding volunteering your time and expertise for this wonderful event AND you will receive
clock hours in PDMS!

Attached are one copy each of the director’s form and the singer registration form; feel free
to make as many copies as needed. Please take the time to ensure that the director’s form
includes complete information for each of your singers, then mail or email it with the top
half of the singers’ registration forms (information for families to hold onto is on the bottom
half).

All communication will be made via email, so be sure to check your inboxes regularly for news
and updates! Please feel free to share information regarding this event with your colleagues, or
have them contact one of the Chairs of the event. We look forward to another successful
year—please join us in providing a special choral experience for our young singers!

Sincerely,

Victoria Brown, Kelly H. Busovsky, and Kelly D Hanson

Kelly D. Hanson
Registration
Mount Pleasant High School
(302)762-7125 x3022
kelly.hanson@bsd.k12.de.us

Kelly H. Busovsky
Caravel Academy
(302)392-2827, x363
kbusovsky@caravel.org

Victoria Brown
Newark HS
(302)631-4700 x257
victoria.brown@christina.k12.
de.us
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