
July 14, 2020 

 

 

 

Dear Illinois Delegation: 

 

  On behalf of the 1,298 cities, villages and towns throughout Illinois, we request your 

immediate assistance to help our communities combat the growing local impacts from the COVID-

19 outbreak and its economic consequences. We appreciate your support for our frontline response 

efforts with the passage of the Families First Coronavirus Response Act and Coronavirus Aid, 

Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act. However, additional funding is necessary to deal 

with the ongoing burdensome impacts of COVID-19 on our local budgets and economies and to 

maintain jobs. We request that Congress expeditiously pass legislation to provide direct, flexible 

financial aid to our communities.  

As Mayors on the front line of the pandemic response, we have taken necessary steps to 

keep our communities safe and continue flattening the curve to save lives. Undoubtedly, these 

steps have come with severe financial hardship. Not only are tax revenues dropping drastically, 

but funding essential services critical to the health and safety of our residents has been increasing. 

We cannot continue to function and serve the people without direct, unrestricted federal aid to our 

communities. Without local recovery, there is no national economic recovery.  

The funding provided by the CARES Act and other legislative packages centered around 

COVID relief provided critical assistance for the health and safety of our communities. However, 

while the CARES Act provided direct state and local funding through the Coronavirus Relief Fund, 

many of our communities did not receive any direct funding. The unemployment rate in Illinois is 

15.2 per cent, and across the U.S. it still stands at 11.1 per cent. While there are signs of economic 

growth, it is projected to be slow as we further limit the spread of the virus. Considering this fiscal 

reality, we are being asked to prioritize our essential city services. The state of Illinois and each 

municipality within it are in dire need of federal funding or we risk cutting critical services or 

laying off workers, both of which are not only our last resort but worse, our only options. 

Further, it is paramount that future funding provide the flexibility to cover lost revenue, so 

that we may continue our essential services; keep staff—including public safety and frontline 

workers—on the payroll; and meet the needs of our communities which have seen tremendous 

hardship. We reject claims that such funding is a bailout for mismanaged governments. Many of 

us face legal mandates that require balanced city budgets. As you know, these are unprecedented 

times where we face revenue shortfalls that could not be predicted or prevented. The National 

League of Cities’ survey of 1,100 municipalities projects these cities to face $360 billion revenue 

loss over the next three years. It is estimated that nearly 25% have already significantly cut funding 

for community and economic development, which will only exacerbate the effects of this 

pandemic. We feel this loss acutely in our communities.  



Additionally, while it is critically important that we focus on the needs of now, we must 

also look towards the future, with an eye towards long-term recovery.  All indications from the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention are that we need to be prepared for a possible 

resurgence of COVID-19 this fall.  In some places, this resurgence has already begun. We will of 

course remain diligent in our continued response to COVID and communications. However, it is 

our sincere hope and plea that any additional federal funding will reflect this second wave 

possibility. In sum, the vestiges of COVID-19 are very much present and may return with full 

force. As Mayors, that reality must inform our fiscal and public health planning for 2020 and into 

2021.  

We appreciate the continuous support of Congress in this time of need and look forward to 

continuing to work with you to implement a strategy to combat this pandemic that emphasizes 

federal support, state management and local execution.  Like you, we are moved by the many 

stories of Illinoisans who are challenged under these trying circumstances, yet who prove their 

resolve in the face of this crisis. It is our job –as leaders at all levels of government–to pull together 

and ensure that we are protecting the health and well-being of the people we serve.  

Sincerely, 

                                                      
Lori E. Lightfoot       Leon Rockingham Jr. 

Mayor         President, Illinois Municipal League 

City of Chicago       Mayor, North Chicago 

                                     

Joseph T. Tamburino                                                              Frank A. Trilla 

Chairman, Metropolitan Mayors Caucus                               President, DuPage Mayors and                       

Mayor, Village of Hillside                                                     Managers Conference 

                                                                                                Mayor, Village of Willowbrook

                                        
Donny Schmit, Jr.                                                                 Richard E. Mack 

President, Lake County Municipal League                          President, McHenry County Council    

Mayor, Village of Fox Lake                                                 of Governments 

                                                                                              President, Village of Ringwood 

 



                                                      

Kevin R. Burns                                                                       Kathleen O’Hara 

President, Metro West Council of Governments                   President, Northwest Municipal  

Mayor, City of Geneva                                                          Conference 

                                                                                                President, Village of Lake Bluff 

 

 

                                                

Tyrone Ward                                                                         Gregory Szymanski 

President, South Suburban Mayors and                                President, Will County Governmental    

Managers Association                                                           League 

Mayor, Village of Robbins                                                    President, Village of Beecher 

                                   

Gerald R. Bennett                                                                  Benjamin Sells 

President, Southwest Conference of Mayors                        President, West Central Municipal 

Mayor, City of Palos Hills                                                    Conference 

                                                                                               President, Village of Riverside 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


