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NOMINATIONS ARE NOW BEING ACCEPTED FOR THE:
The 2026 James R. Ryan Lifetime Achievement Award

The James R. Ryan Lifetime Achievement Award is given by the Wisconsin Alliance for Infant Mental Health (WI-AIMH) to an individual who has made a significant contribution to the social and emotional development of infants, young children and their families within a Wisconsin community or within the state as a whole, thus demonstrating a commitment to the mission and vision of WI-AIMH:

[bookmark: _GoBack]Vision: We aim for all Wisconsin infants and young children to reach their fullest potential through nurturing and consistent relationships within the context of family, community, and culture.
Mission: WI-AIMH strives to promote infant mental health through building awareness, promoting professional capacity, fostering partnerships and supporting policies in the best interest of infants, young children and their families.

The James R. Ryan Lifetime Achievement Award is given to a professional who has demonstrated impact-level influence in the field of Infant Mental Health throughout the state of Wisconsin.  Jim Ryan, Co-founder and Godfather of WI-AIMH, was tireless in his efforts to improve the lives of individuals and groups in his local community and state. His passion to make life better for all children was evident in his lifetime efforts to collaborate with others in political, service, and advocacy arenas. The James R. Ryan Lifetime Achievement Award honors his contribution to the establishment of the Wisconsin Alliance for Infant Mental Health.
Moving forward, the honor of receiving the James R. Ryan Lifetime Achievement Award will be available every five years. We encourage you to celebrate your colleagues in 2026!
One complimentary full conference registration will be awarded to the award recipient.

PROCESS
Any interested party may nominate an individual who has made a significant contribution to promote Infant Mental Health through building awareness, promoting professional capacity, fostering partnerships and supporting policies in the best interest of infants, young children and their families. Please complete and submit the Nomination Form by July 1st, 2026 by completing the form found at:  https://wiaimhmain.formaloo.me/iysb6g 
 
REVIEW, SELECTION and PRESENTATION 
• Nominations will be accepted until July 1st, 2026
• All nominee’s will be reviewed and selected from our Award Selection Committee (comprised of 2 WI-AIMH staff members, 1 Board member, and 2 WI-AIMH members). If you are interested in being a part of the Award Selection Committee, please contact Christina Davis (cdavis@wiaimh.org) by June 10th, 2026).
[bookmark: _Hlk230788930]• Award nominations will be reviewed through a de-identified process designed to promote fairness and equity. The selection committee will use a standardized rubric to consider each nominee’s meaningful contributions to Infant Mental Health. Selections will be based solely on demonstrated impact.
• The nominee with the highest score will be selected to receive the award. 
• The award recipient and their nominator will be notified by end of July 2026. 
• The Award will be presented to the award recipient at a lunch ceremony on the 2026 Wisconsin Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health Conference on Tuesday, October 27th, 2026.
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