
 
 

“We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give,” according to Winston 

Churchill. 

 

By working at The Silver Academy, I have the ability to spend my work hours helping others to 

give. This community proves to me day in and day out that people in this world are good. While 

all the crazy stuff happens around us in the world, our Jewish Community is my safe haven. I 

know that when I walk into the Jewish Community Center, Tony will hold the door open. Sandy 

will smile and say good morning. The sound of the children singing their morning prayers will 

echo in my office. The teacher’s lounge will have an extra snack that the PTO parents dropped 

off for us. My children will learn the values of derech eretz and tikkun olam, as a part of their 

daily routine. Generous donors will make gifts to the school asking only to see the children 

learning. Giving is a mitzvah, and I get to help people make mitzvahs every day. 

 

Speaking of making mitzvahs every day, #GivingTuesday was a fabulous day when there were 

lots of mitzvahs happening. The Silver Academy raised over $9,000 to help us to continue to 

educate our students. It was even more exciting to hear from our alumni with comments like 

this one from Karen Horowitz Rubin, a 1956 alumni, “I have always felt that my 6 years at the 

Yeshiva Academy enabled me to be successful in all the years of education that followed.” 

Donations were made on our Facebook page, our web page and in person. The Bill and Melinda 

Gates Foundation matched the first $2 million dollars donated through Facebook on 

#GivingTuesday starting at 8 am. I will keep you posted on whether our donations made the 

match, since the $2 million was exhausted in less than 15 minutes. It is beautiful to know that 

there is so much good happening. I am so truly blessed to be surrounded by my loving family, 

fantastic friends and wonderful community. 

 

Shimon [the son of Rabban Gamliel] says, “It is not what one says, but rather what one does, 

that makes all the difference in the world.” 

 

Thank you, Shari Dym 


