D’var Torah for Parshat Lech L'cha
by Rabbi Gewirtz

:ַ֨גם־ל ְ֔לֹוט הַֽה ֹלְֵ֖ך אֶת־ַאב ָ ְָ֑רם ָה ָי ָ֥ה צַֹֽאן־ּוב ָ ֵָ֖קר ו ְַֽא ֹהָל ַֽים
ָשבֶת יחְדָ ַֽו
ָ֥ ֶ ְולַֽא־נ ָ ָָ֥שא א ֹתָ ָ֛ם ה ָ ֵָ֖א ֶרץ ל ֶ ֶָׁ֣שבֶת יח ָ ְָ֑דו כ ַֽי־ ָה ָיָ֤ה ְרכּושָם֙ ָ֔רב וְלָ֥ א ָיַֽכְלֵ֖ ּו ל
:ישב בָאָ ֶַֽרץ
ִ֗ וַֽי ְה
ָ֥ ה־לֹוט וְהכְנַֽעֲנ ֙י וְהפְר ֔זי ָ ֵ֖אז
ָ֑ ּובין ר ֶֹׁ֣עי מקְנ
ֵ֖ י־ריב ֵּ֚בין ר ֶֹׁ֣עי מקְנ ַֽה־ַאב ְָ֔רם
:ּובין ר ֶ ָֹ֑עיָך כ ַֽי־ ֲאנ ָָ֥שים ַא ֵ֖חים אֲנָ ַֽחְנּו
ִ֗ ו ַ֨י ֹאמֶר ַאב ְָָ֜רם א
ֶׁ֣ ֶל־לֹוט ַאל־ ַָ֨נא תְ ָ֤הי מְריבָה֙ בינֶׁ֣י ּובי ֶ֔נָך ּובָ֥ין ר ֵֹ֖עי
And also Lot, who went with Abram, had flocks and cattle and tents.
And the land did not bear them to dwell together, for their possessions were many, and they could not
dwell together.
And there was a quarrel between the herdsmen of Abram's cattle and between the herdsmen of Lot's
cattle, and the Canaanites and the Perizzites were then dwelling in the land.
And Abram said to Lot, "Please let there be no quarrel between me and between you and between my
herdsmen and between your herdsmen, for we are kinsmen.
Rabbi Ovadia Seforno, 16th century Italian commentary, notes the seemingly irrelevant detail, “and the
Canaanites and the Perizzites were then dwelling in the land”. He explains that Abram was warning his
nephew Lot of possible serious consequences of their shepherds’ feud. The Canaanites and Perizzites
would see kinsman quarreling, and conclude that the Hebrews were an ill-tempered tribe who would
certainly not relate civilly to them. This could prejudice them against the Hebrews and perhaps threaten
their safety.
It is natural that members of families and communities will have disagreements that sometimes descend
to unpleasantness. But public discord carries serious risks. In our age of easy mass communication, it is
especially important to remember the Seforno’s observation. We might be motivated to avoid much
strife altogether.

