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ַֽים ָהל  ַֹֽ ר ְוא ַֹֽאן־ּוָבָקֵ֖ ם ָהָיָ֥ה צ ְך ֶאת־ַאְבָרָ֑ ֵ֖ ַֽהֹל  ם־ְל֔לֹוט ה   :ג ַ֨
ֶבת י ְחָדַֽו ּו ָלֶשָ֥ ְַֽכלֵ֖ א ָי ב ְולָ֥ ַֽי־ָהָיָ֤ה ְרכּוָש֙ם ָר֔ ו כ  ֶבת י ְחָדָ֑ ֶרץ ָלֶשֶׁ֣ ם ָהָאֵ֖ א אָֹתָ֛  ְולַֽא־נָָשָ֥

י מ   ֶׁ֣ ין רֹע  ֵ֖ ם ּוב  ַֽה־ַאְבָר֔ ְקנ  י מ  ֶׁ֣ ין רֹע  יב ב ֵּ֚ י־ר ִ֗ ַֽיְה  ֹוט ו  ב ָבָאֶַֽרץְקנ ה־לָ֑ ָ֥ ז יש  י ָאֵ֖ ז ֔ ְפר  ֲַֽענ ֙י ְוה  ְכנ   :ְוה 

ים ַאו   ָ֥ ַֽי־ֲאנָש  יָך כ  ין רֶֹעָ֑ ֶׁ֣ י ּוב  ֵ֖ ין רֹע  ָ֥ ָך ּוב  ינֶ֔ ֶׁ֣י ּוב  ינ  יָב֙ה ב  י ְמר  ָ֤ א ְתה  ֹוט ַאל־נַָ֨ ם ֶאל־לִ֗ אֶמר ַאְבָרָ֜ ַֹ֨ ְַֽחנּוי ים ֲאָנ ֵ֖  :ח 

 
And also Lot, who went with Abram, had flocks and cattle and tents. 

And the land did not bear them to dwell together, for their possessions were many, and they could not 
dwell together. 

And there was a quarrel between the herdsmen of Abram's cattle and between the herdsmen of Lot's 
cattle, and the Canaanites and the Perizzites were then dwelling in the land. 

And Abram said to Lot, "Please let there be no quarrel between me and between you and between my 
herdsmen and between your herdsmen, for we are kinsmen. 

 
Rabbi Ovadia Seforno, 16th century Italian commentary, notes the seemingly irrelevant detail, “and the 
Canaanites and the Perizzites were then dwelling in the land”.  He explains that Abram was warning his 
nephew Lot of possible serious consequences of their shepherds’ feud.  The Canaanites and Perizzites 
would see kinsman quarreling, and conclude that the Hebrews were an ill-tempered tribe who would 
certainly not relate civilly to them.  This could prejudice them against the Hebrews and perhaps threaten 
their safety. 
 
It is natural that members of families and communities will have disagreements that sometimes descend 
to unpleasantness.  But public discord carries serious risks.  In our age of easy mass communication, it is 
especially important to remember the Seforno’s observation.  We might be motivated to avoid much 
strife altogether.   


