
St. John’s Episcopal Church 
Hear the Spirit ~ See God’s Beauty ~ Act in Love  

 
 The Fifth Sunday in Lent 

March 17, 2024  10am 
     
                                                     
 

 
      

    

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

Prelude    O Lamm Gottes, unschuldig                   J.S. Bach  (1685-1750) 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
                                                                   

Opening Hymn   #709  O God of Bethel, by whose hand              DUNDEE 

Opening Acclamation 
 

Presider  Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins; 
People  His mercy endures for ever. 
 

Collect for Purity  
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

Kyrie  S-91   

 



 

The Collect of the Day                insert 

 

Presider   The Lord be with you 
People          And also with you. 
Presider   Let us pray. 
 

 

The First Lesson:  Jeremiah 31:31-34                         insert 
 

Reader   The Word of the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 



The Second Lesson:  Hebrews 5:5-10             insert 
 

Reader   The Word of the Lord. 

People   Thanks be to God. 
 
Gradual Hymn #603  When Christ was lifted from the earth          ST. BOTOLPH  
     

      Verses 1 -3 will be sung before the reading of the Gospel. 
        Verse 4 will be sung after the reading. 
 

The Gospel:  John 12:20-33                            insert       

Presider  The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Following the Gospel 
Presider  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Sermon                 Michael Fenn, Seminarian 
During Lent, we will observe a period of silence for reflection and prayer between the 
sermon and the creed. 
 

The Nicene Creed  

 We believe in one God, 
      the Father, the Almighty, 
      maker of heaven and earth, 
      of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
      the only Son of God, 
      eternally begotten of the Father, 
      God from God, Light from Light, 
      true God from true God, 
      begotten, not made, 
      of one Being with the Father. 
      Through him all things were made. 
      For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
      by the power of the Holy Spirit 
           he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
           and was made man.   

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
          he suffered death and was buried. 
          On the third day he rose again 
              in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
              and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
           and his kingdom will have no end. 
 



 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
      who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
      With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
      He has spoken through the Prophets. 
      We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
      We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
      We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
           and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the People 
 

In the course of the silence after each bidding, the People offer their own prayers, either silently or aloud. 
 

I ask your prayers for God’s people throughout the world; for our Bishops Alan and 
Carol; for this gathering; and for all ministers and people. Pray for the Church. 
 

Silence 
 
I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all 
people, especially for the people of Palestine, Israel, Ukraine, and Russia. Pray for 
justice and peace. 
 

Silence 
 

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in 
prison; and especially for Lyn, Nancy, Julie, John, Megan, and Francie. Pray for those 
in any need or trouble. 
 

Silence 
 

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him. Pray that they 
may find and be found by him. 
 

Silence 
 

I ask your prayers for the departed. Pray for those who have died. 
 

Silence 
 

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored. Pray that 
we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day. 
 

Silence 
 
Celebrant add a concluding collect  

 

The Confession of Sin 
 

The Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Minister and People 



Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

Presider Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 
  Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the 
  Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

The Peace 
Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

All are invited to exchange greetings of peace. 
 

Welcome and Announcements of our Ministries                   The Rector 
 

We are not currently passing the offering plate. If you would like to make an offering to the church, you 
can find the plate in the rear of the church; you’re welcome to leave an offering there during this hymn, or 
before or after the service. 
 

Offertory Hymn #495  Hail, thou once despised Jesus                   IN BABILONE

 
THE HOLY COMMUNION 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 

Presider The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Presider Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

 

 

The Presider continues, concluding with: 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 

 
 



The Sanctus  S-124 

 
   
 

The Presider continues to give thanks, and invites all to join in  

The Memorial Acclamation   

 

The Presider continues to give thanks, and invites all to join in 
 

Presider  Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
All  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
The Presider continues praying, concluding with 
Presider All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and 
in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, 
now and for ever. 
All  AMEN. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer                                                
 

  Our Father, who art in heaven,  
      hallowed be thy Name,  

     thy kingdom come,  
     thy will be done,  
     on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread.   
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those  
         who trespass against us.   
 And lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil.   
 For thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory,  
     for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread    The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread. 
 

 
 



 

Agnus Dei S-161 

 
 

 

Communion Anthem   Eternal ruler of the ceaseless round    
            Orlando Gibbons  (1583-1625) 
 

All who seek to receive Christ in the sacrament of this meal are welcome to partake of the bread and wine. Please come to the 
altar up the center aisle and return to your pew down the side aisles. You are welcome to receive both the bread and the wine, 
bread only, or a blessing. To receive the bread, stand or kneel at the altar rail and the priest will place the host in your hands. 
The wine is available either from the common cup, or in individually pre-packaged containers on small tables at either end of 
the altar rail. To receive the wine from the pre-packaged cup, open the foil seal at the top of the container, drink the wine, and 
place the empty cup into the basket. 

 

The Postcommunion Prayer     Please stand or kneel for the postcommunion prayer.        
  

Presider Let us pray. 
People Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
  you have graciously accepted us as living members 
  of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
  and you have fed us with spiritual food 
  in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
  Send us now into the world in peace, 
  and grant us strength and courage 
  to love and serve you 
  with gladness and singleness of heart; 
  through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

The Prayer over the People please kneel as you are able   
 

 

Closing Hymn #559   Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us                DULCE CARMEN 



 

The Dismissal  

Presider Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

People Thanks be to God.   
 

Postlude    Christus, der uns selig macht                   Bach 
 
 

You are invited to remain seated in the Sanctuary for the Postlude  
or move immediately to the kitchen for refreshments.  

Please help maintain a quiet atmosphere in the sanctuary during the Postlude. 
 
 
 

Ministers Serving Today: 
The Rev. Greg Johnston, Officiant 

Douglas Witte, Organist and Choir Director 
Michael Fenn, Seminarian 

Pia Bertelli, Deacon-in-Formation 
Laura Carroll, Vestry Person of the Day 

Jane Struss and Maureen Lavely, Readers 
Shannon Fry, Intercessor 

Catherine Womack and Paul Newell, Ushers 
Catherine Womack, Altar Guild 

Garden Group, Coffee Hour Hosts 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day in style with fabulous baked goodies and the ever-popular 

shamrock plants offered for sale today at coffee hour. Proceeds support the Garden Group’s 

work to beautify our grounds. 

Our “Episcopal Church 101” series concludes today following the 10am service.  This 

series is led by our seminarian, Michael Fenn and open to all – whether you are new to the 

Episcopal Church or looking to learn more about our denomination.  Attendance at 

previous sessions is not required to attend today.  Thank you Michael for this wonderful 

learning opportunity. 

Easter Flower donations are being accepted for the lilies that will decorate the church 

on Easter.  Please use a donation slip to indicate how you want your gift noted in the Easter 

bulletins.  Slips and envelopes can be found at the back of the church and in the kitchen for 

coffee hour.  Your generosity is greatly appreciated! 

Thursday morning at 11am, please join us in the Parish House for conversation with the 

Rector.  All are welcome … in person or via Zoom.  Following this coming Thursday’s 

gathering, we will go on hiatus until mid-April. 



The Easter Bunny needs your help!  After the 10am service on Palm Sunday, please 

come to the Rector’s office to fill eggs for the Easter Egg Hunt which follows the 10am 

service on Easter morning.  Your help is also needed at 9:15am Easter morning to help EB 

hide the eggs.  Please let Greg know if you are available to help either or both Sundays. 

Our Maundy Thursday supper followed by Holy Eucharist will begin at 6pm on 

Thursday, March 28 – one week from this Thursday.  Please use Sign-up Genius to RSVP 

and indicate if you are bringing food or drink to share.  The link to the sign-up is in News 

and Notes.  If you prefer, you can send that information to Priscilla via email, voicemail or 

note. 

Thanks to the Merry Maids, the Parish House has been cleaned for the first time in 

weeks.  They have been engaged to do periodic cleaning as our sexton Brian O’Neill recovers 

from a car accident.  However, since there will be no regular weekly cleaning, please help by 

keeping things neat and tidy in between Merry Maids visits. 

Easter Bonnet Challenge from Nancy Savage:  Last year I wore my Easter hat 

because we are Anglicans.  I bought a new fascinator this year and am challenging all the 

women to wear their Easter bonnets to church Easter morning! 

 

Calendar for Holy Week and Easter at St. John’s 

 

Sunday, March 24 

10am ~ Holy Eucharist for the Sunday of the Passion:  Palm Sunday 

 

Thursday, March 28 

6pm ~ Agape Supper for Maundy Thursday 

 

Friday, March 29 

7pm ~ Good Friday Liturgy 

 

Saturday, March 30 

12pm ~ Holy Saturday Liturgy of the Word         7pm ~ Easter Vigil 

 

Sunday, March 31 

The Sunday of the Resurrection:  Easter Sunday 

10am ~ Holy Eucharist 

11:15 ~ Easter Egg Hunt 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
27 Devens Street, Charlestown, MA  02129 
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The Rev. Gregory Johnston, Rector 

Mr. Douglas Witte, Organist and Choirmaster 
Nancy Savage, Godly Play Teacher 

 Ms. Priscilla Burns, Parish Administrator 
Mr. Brian O’Neill, Sexton 

Mr. Nate Gunsch and Mr. Simon Ringrose, Wardens   


