
  
 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

Prelude  Four settings of the chorale Nun bitten wir den Heiligen Geist  
      Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707)    Johann Gottfried Walther (1684-1748) 

 
THE WORD OF GOD 

 All stand to sing the                                                                 

Opening Hymn #48   O day of radiant gladness          ES FLOG EIN KLEINS WALDVOGELEIN 

 

Opening Acclamation 
 Presider Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Collect for Purity  
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

The Gloria S-280  
Service music is found at the beginning of the hymnal, listed in numerical order before the hymns  

    

Glory to God in the highest, 

    and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:  have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

The Collect of the Day                                          insert 
 

Presider  The Lord be with you 
People         And also with you. 
Presider  Let us pray. 
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The First Lesson:  Genesis 32:22-31              insert                

Reader   The Word of the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 
The Second Lesson:  2 Timothy 3:14-4:5                 insert 
              

Reader   The Word of the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Sequence Hymn #709  O God of Bethel, by whose hand         DUNDEE 
 

Verses 1 -3 will be sung before the reading of the Gospel.  
Verses 4-5 will be sung after the reading. 

 



The Gospel:  Luke 18:1-8                 insert 

 

Presider  The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Following the Gospel 
Presider  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Sermon                                      The Rector 
 

The Nicene Creed  
 We believe in one God, 
      the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
      of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
      the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
      God from God, Light from Light, 
      true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
      of one Being with the Father. 
      Through him all things were made. 
      For us and for our salvation 
                he came down from heaven: 
     by the power of the Holy Spirit 
           he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
           and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

          he suffered death and was buried. 
          On the third day he rose again 
              in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
              and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
           and his kingdom will have no end. 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

      who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
      With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
      He has spoken through the Prophets. 
      We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
      We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
      We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
           and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People  
 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 



Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble, especially Bridget, 
Lyn, Megan, Markus, Cecilia, Elizabeth, Lin, David, Renee and Derick; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 

We pray today for John Ferguson, who died last week.  
Give to the departed eternal rest; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
 

Silence 
 
The People may add their own petitions. 
 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
 

Confession of Sin 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  
 

Silence 
 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done,  
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will,  
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.  
The Priest stands and says 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 



eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace 

Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

All are invited to exchange greetings of peace. 
 

Welcome and Announcements of our Ministries                   The Rector    
 

Offertory Hymn #337  And now, O Father, mindful of the love          UNDE ET MEMORES 

 

During the Offertory Hymn, our ushers will pass the collection plate. You are welcome to 
make an offering by leaving cash or a check in the plate, or by scanning the QR code to 
donate online via Tithe.ly. 
Whether you are able to support our ministry financially or not, please know that you are 
invited to full participation in this church on exactly the same terms and conditions as 
God’s grace and love: completely free of charge.  

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 

Celebrant   The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Celebrant   Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People   It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

The Presider continues, concluding with: 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 
 

The Sanctus Hymnal S-125   

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

 
The Presider continues to give thanks, and invites all to join in  

The Memorial Acclamation   

 

Presider  Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
All  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
The Presider continues praying, concluding with 
Presider All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and 
in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, 
now and for ever. 
All  AMEN. 

 



Presider And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 

bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread     

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 

 
  

Communion Anthem   Now let us rise and hymn the grace     
                                                                                               Norwegian Hymn tune 1826 

 

All who seek to receive Christ in the sacrament of this meal are welcome to partake of the bread and wine. Please come to the 
altar up the center aisle and return to your pew down the side aisles. You are welcome to receive both the bread and the wine, 
bread only, or a blessing. To receive the bread, stand or kneel at the altar rail and the priest will place the host in your hands. 
The wine is available either from the common cup, or in individually pre-packaged containers on small tables at either end of 
the altar rail. To receive the wine from the pre-packaged cup, open the foil seal at the top of the container, drink the wine, and 
place the empty cup into the basket. 
 

The Postcommunion Prayer     Please stand as able.         
  

 Presider Let us pray. 

 People Almighty and everliving God, 

   we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 

   of the most precious Body and Blood 

   of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 

   and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 

   that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 

   and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 

   And now, Father, send us out 

   to do the work you have given us to do, 

   to love and serve you 

   as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 

   To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 

   be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Blessing     



Closing Hymn #438    Tell out my soul, the greatness of the Lord!               WOODLANDS 
 

The Dismissal  
 Presider Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  
 People Thanks be to God.  

 

Postlude    Voluntary XII in D               William Croft   (1678-1727)
                    

The flowers on the altar today were arranged by Joanne Graziano 
 

Ministers Serving Today: 
The Rev. Greg Johnston, Presider 

Douglas Witte, Organist and Choir Director 
Robin Moody, Vestry Person of the Day 

Caroline Bresler and Tommy Bresler, Readers 
Jane Struss, Intercessor 

Nate Gunsch, Chalice 
Matt Hast and Joanne Graziano, Ushers 

Robin Moody, Altar Guild 
Laura Carroll and Jake Sterling, Coffee Hour Hosts 

 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Today we kick off our annual stewardship campaign.  Pledge packets with information and 

a pledge card are available throughout the church if you did not receive one in the mail. 

Parishioner Bridget Nyhan's friends in the community have organized a GoFundMe 

page to help cover the cost of groceries, transportation, and other needs for her family 

during her ongoing treatment for Guillain-Barré Syndrome. If you are able to assist, please 

go to  https://www.gofundme.com/f/can-you-help-b-and-her-family to contribute. 

Two weeks from today, on Sunday, November 2, we will celebrate All Saints Day, 

remembering those who have died in the past year.  If you have a friend or loved one who 

has died in the 12 months, please send the name to Priscilla in the office or to Greg.  Please 

include the full name, your relationship to that person and the date of death.   

Our Annual Harvest Fair will be held Saturday, November 15 from 10am–2pm. 

Our ever-popular Turkey Dinner will be served from 12pm–2pm with a suggested donation 

of $20 per person.  Here are a few ways you can help make this year's Fair a success:   

1. Cook a Turkey 

2. Reach out to sponsors for the Turkey Dinner 

3. Donate a silent auction item 

4. Help spread the word 

If you can help out please write to Simon Ringrose at snringrose@gmail.com. 

This coming Saturday, our Charlestown Community Coalition friends will host their 

monthly open closet – offering gently used clothing, housewares and childcare items to 

mailto:snringrose@gmail.com


anyone who needs them.  The “Closet” will be held in and around the Parish House from 

2pm to 4pm this Saturday, October 25. 

 

 

 

 

FOR YOUR FALL CALENDAR 
 

Saturday, October 25 
Charlestown Community Closet Sale 

2pm – 4pm 
 

Sunday, November 2 
All Saints Day 

 

Saturday, November 15 
HARVEST FAIR! 

10am – 2pm 
 

Saturday, December 13 
Lessons and Carols 

5pm 
 

Sunday, December 21 
Christmas Pageant at the 10 am service 

 

Wednesday, December 24 
Holy Eucharist for Christmas Eve 

4pm 
 

Thursday, December 25 
Holy Eucharist for Christmas Day 

10am 
 

 

 

 

 

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
27 Devens Street, Charlestown, MA  02129 

617-242-1272  |   stjohns02129@gmail.com  |  www.stjohns02129.org 
The Rev. Gregory Johnston, Rector 

Mr. Douglas Witte, Organist and Choirmaster 
Nancy Savage, Godly Play Teacher 

Ms. Priscilla Burns, Parish Administrator 



Mr. Brian O’Neill, Sexton 
Mr. Matt Hast and Mr. Simon Ringrose, Wardens    


