Order of Service–February 1, 2026
Welcome & Announcements
Greeting *please rise as you are able and comfortable and welcome one another into worship*
Invocation *please remain standing*
“Offering”
“Lord, I Need You” *please be seated*  
Reading from Isaiah 29:13-14
P:  And the Lord said:
    "Because this people draw near with their mouth
        and honor me with their lips,
C   while their hearts are far from me,
     and their fear of me is a commandment taught by men, 
P: therefore, behold, I will again
        do wonderful things with this people,
        with wonder upon wonder;
C:   and the wisdom of their wise men shall perish,
        and the discernment of their discerning men shall be hidden." 
Confession and Absolution 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another….
C: Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
C: Amen
“How Deep the Father’s Love” *please rise as you are comfortable and able*
Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

Reading from 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 *please be seated*
Context: Our human desire to be superior to others lends itself to a pack mentality.  It is what makes bullying, mob rule, and leads to our current social malady: cultural snobbery.  Paul is aware of this malady in the Roman culture of his day.  He acknowledges that Christ being victor over sin, death and the devil by way of  crucifixion, death and burial is counter to the culture of conquest, the power of riches and cultural snobbery. This cultural wisdom of the world however fails against the power of Jesus’ death and resurrection.  When the wisdom of the world fails personally or for an entire culture, only Christ crucified is the power of God.

    For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. [19] For it is written,

    "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
        and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart."
 [20] Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? [21] For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. [22] For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, [23] but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, [24] but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. [25] For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 
    [26] For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. [27] But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; [28] God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, [29] so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. [30] He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom and our righteousness and sanctification and redemption. [31] Therefore, as it is written, "Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord." 


Children’s Message & Offering

Message: “We Preach Christ Crucified”

Responsive Prayer and Reflection *please rise as you are comfortable and able*
(Pastor Speaks the light print, the congregation responds with the dark print)
P: O Lord,
C: we live in the midst of a culture deluded by self-proclaimed wisdom.
P:  Even though Christ crucified and risen is foolishness by earthly wisdom.,
C:  we know that Christ crucified is the power of God and the wisdom of God. Amen
Lord’s Prayer
Blessing
“Living Hope” 
Go in Peace + Serve the Lord!
