Order of Service–May 4, 2025
Welcome & Announcements
Greeting *please rise as you are able and comfortable and welcome one another into worship*
Invocation *please remain standing*
“I Will rise”
“Revelation Song” *please be seated*  
First reading from Revelation 5”1-10
Context: The book of Revelation reveals the eternal kingdom of heaven and the glory of those gathered in heaven, and also lays out the events of the last days of the earth and the final judgement. In our reading today, we see that the Lamb of God (Jesus) alone is worthy to unfold the last events of the earth because He has already gathered and continues to gather the saints through His ransoming suffering, death, and resurrection.
    Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a scroll written within and on the back, sealed with seven seals. [2] And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, "Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?" [3] And no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or to look into it, [4] and I began to weep loudly because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into it. [5] And one of the elders said to me, "Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals." 
    [6] And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. [7] And he went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who was seated on the throne. [8] And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. [9] And they sang a new song, saying,

    "Worthy are you to take the scroll
        and to open its seals,
    for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God
        from every tribe and language and people and nation, 
    [10] and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God,
        and they shall reign on the earth."
Confession and Absolution 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another….
C: Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
C: Amen
“The Lion and the Lamb” *please rise as you are comfortable and able*
Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

Reading from John 21:15-19 *please be seated*
Second Reading
Context: Jesus’ third appearance to the disciples happened at the Sea of Galilee (Tiberius).  At that time Jesus addresses Peter’s three denials of him on the night of His arrest through thorough use of Law and Gospel, sets the stage for the growth of the early Christian Church.
    When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." He said to him, "Feed my lambs." [16] He said to him a second time, "Simon, son of John, do you love me?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." He said to him, "Tend my sheep." [17] He said to him the third time, "Simon, son of John, do you love me?" Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, "Do you love me?" and he said to him, "Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my sheep. [18] Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go." [19] (This he said to show by what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him, "Follow me." 

Children’s Message & Offering

Message: “Worthy Are You, Jesus”
Theme: Jesus’ accusers were guilty of the charge they were laying against Jesus.  Nothing has changed in the tactics used against Christ and His Church even to this date.  The devil and his willing human accomplices accuse Christ and Christians of the evil they themselves are committing.  
Responsive Prayer and Reflection *please rise as you are comfortable and able*
(Pastor Speaks the light print, the congregation responds with the dark print)
P: Worthy are You O Lamb of God
C: For you have called us from every nation, language, and people.
P:    for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God
C:  And made priests and a kingdom
P:   to our God.
C:   Amen
Blessing
“How Great Is Our God” 
Go in Peace + Serve the Lord!
