Order of Service–August 17, 2025
Welcome & Announcements
Greeting *please rise as you are able and comfortable and welcome one another into worship*
Invocation *please remain standing*
“Here I Am to Worship”
“Lord, I Need You” *please be seated*  
Reading from Psalm 119, various verses
P:  My soul longs for your salvation;
C:  I hope in your word. 
P:  My eyes long for your promise;
C:  I ask, "When will you comfort me?" 
P:  In your steadfast love give me life,
C:  that I may keep the testimonies of your mouth.


Confession and Absolution 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another….
C: Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
C: Amen
“His Mercy Is More” *please rise as you are comfortable and able*
Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

Reading from Hebrews 11:8-16*please be seated*
    By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. [9] By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. [10] For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God. [11] By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered him faithful who had promised. [12] Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore. 
    [13] These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. [14] For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. [15] If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return. [16] But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city.

Message: “By Faith”
Theme: Hebrews 11 recaps the lives of the mighty heroes of Genesis and Exodus.  The emphasis is not, however, on the mighty powers of those men and women, but on the mighty power of God.  Moses and all these heroes’ only claim to the mighty acts of old is that they live by faith-a gift granted by the One who led these “heros” on a path to great deeds. 


Responsive Prayer and Reflection *please rise as you are comfortable and able*
(Pastor Speaks the light print, the congregation responds with the dark print)
P: Dear Jesus,
C: We, like the faithful of old, walk by faith.
P:  Pour out your Holy Spirit
C: that we may trust your guidance all we do. Amen 

Lord’s Prayer
Blessing
“In Christ Alone” 
Go in Peace + Serve the Lord!
