Order of Service–December 7, 2025
Welcome & Announcements
Greeting *please rise as you are able and comfortable and welcome one another into worship*
Invocation *please remain standing*
“Come Thou Long Expected Jesus”
“Create In Me” *please be seated*  
Reading from Isaiah 11:1-2 
P:  There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,
C:  and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
P:   And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him,
C:  the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
P:  the Spirit of counsel and might,
C:  the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
Confession and Absolution 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another….
C: Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
C: Amen
“ On Jordan's Bank” *please rise as you are comfortable and able*
Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

Reading from Matthew 3:-1-3 *please be seated*

Context:
While the descendants of Jesse (Israel) were like a tree cut off at the trunk, God is to bring forth the Savior like a shoot, but the Savior’s coming was like no other heroic savior in Israel’s past, so John the baptist as preparing the way by calling the people not to war, but to repentance.
 
    In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, [2] "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." [3] For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said,

    "The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
    'Prepare the way of the Lord;
        make his paths straight.' "

Children’s Message & Offering

Message: “Repent, the Kingdom of Heaven Is at Hand”

Responsive Prayer and Reflection *please rise as you are comfortable and able*
(Pastor Speaks the light print, the congregation responds with the dark print)
Prayer of Reflection
P: O Savior,
C: as you come to redeem us,
P: we prepare the way with repentant hearts
C: for we know the Kingdom is at hand.
Come, Lord Jesus. Amen
Lord’s Prayer
Blessing
“God With Us” 
Go in Peace + Serve the Lord!
