Order of Service–April 13, 2025 
Welcome & Announcements
Greeting *please rise as you are able and comfortable and welcome one another into worship*
New Member Welcome: Cindy and Michael Lanini
Invocation *please remain standing*
“O Praise the Name”
“The Wonderful Cross” *please be seated*  
Reading From John 12:12-19 
    The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. [13] So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, "Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!" [14] And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written,
     [15] "Fear not, daughter of Zion;
    behold, your king is coming,
        sitting on a donkey's colt!"
 [16] His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things had been written about him and had been done to him. [17] The crowd that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to bear witness. [18] The reason why the crowd went to meet him was that they heard he had done this sign. [19] So the Pharisees said to one another, "You see that you are gaining nothing. Look, the world has gone after him." 
Confession and Absolution 
Pastor: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another….
Congregation: Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
Pastor: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Congregation: Amen
“At the Cross” *please rise as you are comfortable and able*
Nicene Creed
Congregation: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only‐begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Holy Communion *please be seated until it is time for you to come forward, rows come forward front to back, left to right*
Please read the explanation of our Communion practice below.
COMMUNION is a time for us to come in union to receive Jesus’ body and blood.  On the night before Jesus died on the cross, He shared a “last supper” with His disciples. The experience that happened so many years ago compels us to this day to celebrate the “Lord’s Supper” (or Holy Communion as it is called). Jesus invited us to share this gift until He returns so that we may have forgiveness of sins, strengthening of faith and the power to live God-pleasing lives.  God’s word tells us that when we receive the Lord’s Supper we are not merely receiving bread and wine, but the true, real body and blood of Jesus Christ. We claim the promise of Christ’s real presence as we hear him say “This is my body…this is my blood.” Baptized adult Christians who know they need God’s daily forgiveness, who are sorry for their sins, who seek God’s forgiveness, and who believe the body and blood of Jesus Christ are truly present in this meal are invited to share this great gift of God.
We encourage those who are unsure of their beliefs or who don’t yet agree with our beliefs to use the time of communion to reflect, pray, and sing. We encourage those who are in agreement with us in our beliefs to receive the body and blood of Jesus, given and shed for our forgiveness. Those that wish non-alcoholic wine for communion will find those cups located in the center trays. Those who would like gluten-free wafers can take them from the bowl containing the wafers.
“Thank You, Jesus, for the Blood”
Reading from Luke 23:32-56 *please be seated*
Context: The events of Friday stand in sharp contrast to the jubilant crowds of the Sunday before.  The death and burial of Jesus is full payment for the sins of all mankind.  Easter morning will be the sealing of the promise of forgiveness of sins, life worth living, and eternal life bestowed by grace through faith.
    Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. [33] And when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. [34] And Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do." And they cast lots to divide his garments. [35] And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, "He saved others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!" [36] The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine [37] and saying, "If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!" [38] There was also an inscription over him, "This is the King of the Jews." 
    [39] One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, "Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!" [40] But the other rebuked him, saying, "Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? [41] And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong." [42] And he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom." [43] And he said to him, "Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise."
    [44] It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour, [45] while the sun's light failed. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. [46] Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, "Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!" And having said this he breathed his last. [47] Now when the centurion saw what had taken place, he praised God, saying, "Certainly this man was innocent!" [48] And all the crowds that had assembled for this spectacle, when they saw what had taken place, returned home beating their breasts. [49] And all his acquaintances and the women who had followed him from Galilee stood at a distance watching these things. 
    [50] Now there was a man named Joseph, from the Jewish town of Arimathea. He was a member of the council, a good and righteous man, [51] who had not consented to their decision and action; and he was looking for the kingdom of God. [52] This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. [53] Then he took it down and wrapped it in a linen shroud and laid him in a tomb cut in stone, where no one had ever yet been laid. [54] It was the day of Preparation, and the Sabbath was beginning. [55] The women who had come with him from Galilee followed and saw the tomb and how his body was laid. [56] Then they returned and prepared spices and ointments.
    On the Sabbath they rested according to the commandment. 
Children’s Procession: “Hosannah Rock” *children may go to the back of the church for a procession*
Children’s Message & Offering
Message: “From Palms to Passion”
Theme: While it is painful to read or listen to the narrative of the crucifixion, death, and burial of Jesus, it is a reminder of the terrible price for sin that we should have paid, but by God’s grace, Jesus paid in our stead.
Responsive Prayer and Reflection *please rise as you are comfortable and able*
(Pastor Speaks the light print, the congregation responds with the dark print)
P: O Father in Heaven
C: Thank you for accepting the death of Jesus as sufficient payment for our sins.
P:  We look forward to celebrating the remembrance of His resurrection.
C:  By His suffering and death,
P:   We are fully forgiven of our sins
C:  By His resurrection we are given new life now and in eternity. Amen
Blessing
“Glorious Day” 
Go in Peace + Serve the Lord
