Order of Service–January 18, 2026
Welcome & Announcements
Greeting *please rise as you are able and comfortable and welcome one another into worship*
Invocation *please remain standing*
“Here I Am to Worship”
“How Great Is Our God” *please be seated*  
Reading from Psalm 40:1-3
 P:  I waited patiently for the Lord;
 C:  he inclined to me and heard my cry. 
 P:   He drew me up from the pit of destruction,
 C:  out of the miry bog,
 P:  and set my feet upon a rock,
 C:  making my steps secure. 
 P:  He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God.
 C:  Many will see and fear, and put their trust in the Lord. 
 
Confession and Absolution 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another….
C: Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
C: Amen
“Great Are You Lord” *please rise as you are comfortable and able*
Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

Reading from John 1:29-24 *please be seated*
Context:
Symbolic or ritualistic actions by humans such as to baptisms that John did carry with them only the power of self-determination.  Much of what happens in man-made religious activity is simply to try to “change the mind” those involved with the action.  John knew that his baptisms lacked the power of what Jesus would institute: baptism with water AND the Holy Spirit.  
 
    The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, "Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! [30] This is he of whom I said, 'After me comes a man who ranks before me, because he was before me.' [31] I myself did not know him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to Israel." [32] And John bore witness: "I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. [33] I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, 'He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.' [34] And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God." 


Children’s Message & Offering

Message: “He Who Baptizes with the Water AND the Holy Spirit”

Responsive Prayer and Reflection *please rise as you are comfortable and able*
(Pastor Speaks the light print, the congregation responds with the dark print)
P: O Lord,
C: we see meaningless religious activity all around us.
P:  We rejoice that we have received real power, authority and grace in our baptisms,
C: . and now we ask for baptismal grace that we may live in newness of life. Amen
Lord’s Prayer
Blessing
“O Praise the Name” 
Go in Peace + Serve the Lord!
