Order of Service–Setpember 7, 2025
Welcome & Announcements
Greeting *please rise as you are able and comfortable and welcome one another into worship*
Invocation *please remain standing*
“Blessed Be Your Name”
“Create In Me” *please be seated*  
Reading from Proverbs 1:1-3
P: Blessed is the man
C: who walks not in the counsel of the wicked,
P: nor stands in the way of sinners,
C: nor sits in the seat of scoffers;
P: but his delight is in the law of the Lord,
C: and on his law he meditates day and night.
P: He is like a tree
C: planted by streams of water
P: that yields its fruit in its season,
C: and its leaf does not wither.


Confession and Absolution 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another….
C: Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
C: Amen
“Great Are You Lord” *please rise as you are comfortable and able*
Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

Reading from Philemon 1:1-21*please be seated*
 Context: Many today, even some who confess Christianity, believe the ancient Christian church was proslavery. Not so. The first generation of believers following the missionary journeys of the Apostles (especially Paul) found itself in a government and culture that could not exist without slavery. This letter to a Roman Christian lays out the principles for Christians who are confronted with Christian morals that are in direct conflict with societal norms. Christians desiring to change humanity and human culture know that these changes begin with one Christian, me!
Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon our beloved fellow worker [2] and Apphia our sister and Archippus our fellow soldier, and the church in your house: [3] Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. [4] I thank my God always when I remember you in my prayers, [5] because I hear of your love and of the faith that you have toward the Lord Jesus and all the saints, [6] and I pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective for the full knowledge of every good thing that is in us for the sake of Christ. [7] For I have derived much joy and comfort from your love, my brother, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you. [8] Accordingly, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do what is required, [9] yet for love&#39;s sake I prefer to appeal to you—I, Paul, an old man and now a prisoner also for Christ Jesus— [10] I appeal to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I became in my imprisonment. [11] (Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful to you and to me.) [12] I am sending him back to you, sending my very heart. [13] I would have been glad to keep him with me, in order that he might serve me on your behalf during my imprisonment for the gospel, [14] but I preferred to do nothing without your consent in order that your goodness might not be by compulsion but of your own free will. [15] For this perhaps is why he was parted from you for a while, that you might have him back forever, [16] no longer as a slave but more than a slave, as a beloved brother—especially to me, but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. [17] So if you consider me your partner, receive him as you would receive me. [18] If he has wronged you at all, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. [19] I, Paul, write this with my own hand: I will repay it—to say nothing of your owing me even your own self. [20] Yes, brother, I want some benefit from you in the Lord. Refresh my heart in Christ. [21] Confident of your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say.



Sermon: “May I ReIntroduce Onesimus” 


Responsive Prayer and Reflection *please rise as you are comfortable and able*
(Pastor Speaks the light print, the congregation responds with the dark print)
P: O Lord, You have redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature.
C: Send your Holy Spirit that I may see my life and society through the eyes of Christ.
P: O Lord,
C: Change me and make me an agent of Christian witness and action. Amen
Lord’s Prayer
Blessing
“Yet Not I but Through Christ in Me” 
Go in Peace + Serve the Lord!
