Order of Service–January 4, 2026
Welcome & Announcements
Greeting *please rise as you are able and comfortable and welcome one another into worship*
Invocation *please remain standing*
“We Three Kings”
“Christmas Offering” *please be seated*  
Reading from Ephesians 1:3-6 
 
P:  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
C:  who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 
P:  even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world,
C:  that we should be holy and blameless before him. 
P:  In love he predestined us for adoption through Jesus Christ,
C:  according to the purpose of his will,
 P:  to the praise of his glorious grace, 
C:  with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 
Confession and Absolution 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another….
C: Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
C: Amen
“Holy Forever (Christmas)” *please rise as you are comfortable and able*
Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

Reading from Luke 2:22-32 *please be seated*

Context:
Each of us must come to terms with our mortality.  The old saying “only 2 things in this life are certain-death and taxes”, certainly applies to our reading today. Aged Simeon was now ready to depart in peace because he had seen, with his own eyes, the salvation prepared for him and for all people. 
 
    And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord [23] (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, "Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord") [24] and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, "a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons." [25] Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. [26] And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. [27] And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, [28] he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said,
 
    [29] "Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,
        according to your word; 
    [30] for my eyes have seen your salvation 
        [31] that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
    [32] a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
        and for glory to your people Israel."


Children’s Message & Offering

Message: “In the Fullness of Time”

Responsive Prayer and Reflection *please rise as you are comfortable and able*
(Pastor Speaks the light print, the congregation responds with the dark print)
P: O Lord,
C: you have prepared our salvation in our presence.
P:  As we look to our mortality,
C: we can depart in peace because you have sent Jesus, our salvation. Amen
Lord’s Prayer
Blessing
“Yet Not I, But Through Christ In Me” 
Go in Peace + Serve the Lord!
