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Fall Term Courses

You’ll miss us when we’re gone! Fall Term courses, of
course. So, with the remaining two weeks of Fall Term,
take advantage of these courses still available for
registration.

Click the course name for more information.

Greater Manchester

12/03 Immigration Report Card
12/03 Historical Context, Perceptions & Unintended

Consequences
60s & 70s Pop, Rock and More (new date)

Surrender: My Journey from Guerrilla to
Grandmother

12/09
12/12

Mt. Washington Valley
Fundamentals of 3D Printing

Seacoast
Fascinating Stories Behind the Most Popular
Christmas Songs
Kitchen Chemistry Part Two: The Wow Factor
with Appetizers*

12/03

12/04

12/12

Zoom
Why Does Hearing Loss Increase the Risk of

Dementia? Exploring the Research

Only Hope: My Mother & the Holocaust Brought
to Light

Writing a 'Legacy Letter

Beyond the Buzz: The Unspoken Realities of
Artificial Intelligence

12/03

12/03

12/05
12/15

You may register for any course with available seats
online until seven days before the course start date.
After that, until the course begins, you may register by
calling the OLLI Office at (603) 862-OLLI (6554).

* Note this is a change of date. The saying “if you can’t
stand the heat, get out of the kitchen” didn’t apply; instead,
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i Fall Is Encing - - -
Gan Winter be Far Behina?

And this year winter break will not be a complete
break. Because THIS winter will feature classes, one
each week from the first week in January to the second
week in February. Here’s some information to get you
going:

e Allclasses will be on Zoom (no risk of driving in
bad weather!).

e Registration online or by calling the OLLI office
at (603) 862-OLLI (6554). Registration will open
in mid-December. Normal course fees apply.

e There won’t be a printed catalog. Look for
information about courses in the December
Halfway Pointers and by a general distribution
email.

Dates of the courses are being confirmed, but
three already confirmed are:

o Surrender: My Journey from Guerrilla to

Grandmother

o EverWonder How Your Real Estate is
Actually Valued?

o Book Nerds Unite!

We’ll be looking for Zoom moderators - if you
are interested in learning more, email the OLLI
office at OLLI.office@unh.edu.



https://learnforlife.unh.edu/search/publicCourseSearchDetails.do?method=load&courseId=576704920&selectedProgramAreaId=342052794&selectedProgramStreamId=342054822
https://learnforlife.unh.edu/search/publicCourseSearchDetails.do?method=load&courseId=576704818&selectedProgramAreaId=342052794&selectedProgramStreamId=342054327
https://learnforlife.unh.edu/search/publicCourseSearchDetails.do?method=load&courseId=576704818&selectedProgramAreaId=342052794&selectedProgramStreamId=342054327
https://learnforlife.unh.edu/search/publicCourseSearchDetails.do?method=load&courseId=576704840&selectedProgramAreaId=342052794&selectedProgramStreamId=342054018
https://learnforlife.unh.edu/search/publicCourseSearchDetails.do?method=load&courseId=543733299&selectedProgramAreaId=342052794&selectedProgramStreamId=342054327
https://learnforlife.unh.edu/search/publicCourseSearchDetails.do?method=load&courseId=543733299&selectedProgramAreaId=342052794&selectedProgramStreamId=342054327
https://learnforlife.unh.edu/search/publicCourseSearchDetails.do?method=load&courseId=576704896&selectedProgramAreaId=342052794&selectedProgramStreamId=342054676
https://learnforlife.unh.edu/search/publicCourseSearchDetails.do?method=load&courseId=576704778&selectedProgramAreaId=342052794&selectedProgramStreamId=342054018
https://learnforlife.unh.edu/search/publicCourseSearchDetails.do?method=load&courseId=576704778&selectedProgramAreaId=342052794&selectedProgramStreamId=342054018
https://learnforlife.unh.edu/search/publicCourseSearchDetails.do?method=load&courseId=483593418&selectedProgramAreaId=342052794&selectedProgramStreamId=342054559
https://learnforlife.unh.edu/search/publicCourseSearchDetails.do?method=load&courseId=483593418&selectedProgramAreaId=342052794&selectedProgramStreamId=342054559
https://learnforlife.unh.edu/search/publicCourseSearchDetails.do?method=load&courseId=576704864&selectedProgramAreaId=342052794&selectedProgramStreamId=342054559
https://learnforlife.unh.edu/search/publicCourseSearchDetails.do?method=load&courseId=576704864&selectedProgramAreaId=342052794&selectedProgramStreamId=342054559
https://learnforlife.unh.edu/search/publicCourseSearchDetails.do?method=load&courseId=342527987&selectedProgramAreaId=342052794&selectedProgramStreamId=342054327
https://learnforlife.unh.edu/search/publicCourseSearchDetails.do?method=load&courseId=342527987&selectedProgramAreaId=342052794&selectedProgramStreamId=342054327
https://learnforlife.unh.edu/search/publicCourseSearchDetails.do?method=load&courseId=342527222&selectedProgramAreaId=342052794&selectedProgramStreamId=342054018
https://learnforlife.unh.edu/search/publicCourseSearchDetails.do?method=load&courseId=576704894&selectedProgramAreaId=342052794&selectedProgramStreamId=342054676
https://learnforlife.unh.edu/search/publicCourseSearchDetails.do?method=load&courseId=576704894&selectedProgramAreaId=342052794&selectedProgramStreamId=342054676
https://learnforlife.unh.edu/public/category/programArea.do?method=load&selectedProgramAreaId=342052794
mailto:OLLI.office@unh.edu

Director’s Notes

Reaching Out and Engaging With You

Submitted by Toniann Leavitt, Program Director

As we enter the final weeks of our fall semester, |
continue to be impressed by the energy, curiosity and
community spirit that make OLLI at UNH such a special
place. It’s hard to believe we are already wrapping up
another successful term of courses — one overflowing
with lively discussions, new discoveries and
meaningful connections. This fall, we filled over 2,500
seats in our courses and members enjoyed other
opportunities with our Shared Interest Groups as well
as social and special events - a vibrant reflection of the
passion our members bring to lifelong learning.

A heartfelt thank you goes out to our exceptional
presenters, Class Assistants, Zoom Moderators and the
many volunteers who assist in ensuring that OLLI runs
smoothly. Your dedication shapes a welcoming, high-
quality experience for every participant, and we are
deeply grateful.

Exciting Winter News: J-Term Launches in January!
I’m elated that OLLI will launch our Winter J-Term,
beginning the week of January 5. These engaging
courses will offer a perfect way to stay connected and
keep learning through the winter months. Keep an eye
on your email inbox the week of December 15 for full
course details and registration information. What’s a J-
Term? That’s the period between our Fall and Spring
terms comprising the months of January, June and
July.

Spring Catalog Coming Soon

Our volunteers and curriculum committees have
poured their energy into crafting another vibrant
spring lineup. Your Spring 2026 catalog is expected to
arrive in mailboxes mid-January, just in time for our
preview and open house events. We hope you’ll join
us—say hello, enjoy a treat and get a first look at the
unique programs coming your way.

A Refreshed OLLI Website Is On the Way
We are also excited to announce that a refreshed OLLI
at UNH website will launch this spring. The updated
site will offer:

e Anintegrated UNH look

o Easier access to key information

e A more welcoming, intuitive user experience

e Integrated course registration directly on our

website

o Improved navigation and accessibility
This redesign reflects our continuing commitment to
making OLLI even more welcoming and convenient for
all members.

Support OLLI: Annual Appeal

As the year comes to a close, we invite you to support
OLLI through our Annual Appeal. Your tax-deductible
gift before December 31 helps sustain the programs
and services you value—classroom rentals, Zoom
access for online learning, course development,
volunteer training, catalog production and so much
more. Every contribution, at any level, strengthens our
community of lifelong learners. You can donate at any
time by clicking here or reach out to me at
Toniann.Leavitt@unh.edu for more information.

Thank you for being part of OLLI at UNH. Whether you
joined us for a single class or filled your calendar with
learning this fall, your presence enriches our
community in countless ways. | look forward to seeing
you during J-Term, at our spring previews and
throughout all the wonderful opportunities 2026 will
bring.

Have a joyous holiday season!
Warmly,
Toniann Leavitt
Director, OLLI at UNH

Recently published research by UNH faculty member Alison Rataj, a research
scientist at the UNH_Institute for Health Policy and Practice (IHPP) and the Center

on Aging and Community Living (CACL), in The Gerontologist, found older adults

without children are more vulnerable to loneliness, but friendships help fill that
void, a predominant value of the OLLI program.
The article is a quick read; click here to read it.


https://www.givecampus.com/campaigns/34914/donations/new?designation=osherlifelonglearninginstitute&
mailto:Toniann.Leavitt@unh.edu
https://chhs.unh.edu/institute-health-policy-practice
https://chhs.unh.edu/center-aging-community-living
https://chhs.unh.edu/center-aging-community-living
https://academic.oup.com/gerontologist/article/65/11/gnaf204/8253626?login=true
https://www.unh.edu/unhtoday/2025/11/older-adults-without-children-friendship-can-be-lifeline

Coming in December

Capital Region H-OLLI!-D vy Party

You’re Invited!

Yankee Swap Luncheon

You are Invited

Friday, December 19, 1:00-3:00 p.m.
City-Wide Community Center
14 Canterbury Road, Concord
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It's ALMOST Free!
The price of admission:
« Bring an appetizer, side dish OR dessert (to serve 6-8)
« Bring a wrapped, gender-neutral gift valued between $5
and $10. The gift must begin with the letters O, L or I. No
need to identify yourself as the giver.

We will also sponsor a collection of nonperishable food to be
donated to The Friendly Kitchen. Your donation is appreciated.

L 4 A A R A A A T AL

You must register online for this event.
Click HERE to register by Monday, December 15.

You will receive an email asking you to tell us what you plan to bring for
food so we may balance lunch items appropriately.

If you have any questions about the event,
please email Jacki Fogarty at JGFogarty228@aol.com.

Click HERE to register

Tuesday December 16, 6:00 p.m. on Zoom
Theme: All Things MINT!

Happg HOIII' Email Dennis McGivern

(dmcgivern52@gmail. com ) for a Zoom link

Virtual



https://learnforlife.unh.edu/search/publicCourseSearchDetails.do?method=load&courseId=635990138
mailto:Theme:%20Cranberries

Coming in January

SPRING PREVIEW EVENTS

Mt. Washington Valley Open House

Capital Region Preview Event

Tuesday, January 20 :4'-'." Wednesday, January 21
1:00 to 2:00 p.m. 3:*.3' - 1:30 p.m. Social Gathering
Mt. Washington Observatory Offices "‘ e 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. Program
2779 White Mountain Highway, North ‘.',f_‘ A Tad’s Place at Havenwood Heritage Heights
Conway ‘:'.l L 149 East Side Drive, Concord
Bleta
Seacoast Preview Event -.n} Greater Manchester Coming Attractions
Wednesday, January 21 X . Friday, January 23
10:00 a.m. Social Gathering o:?.'-: 12:30 p.m. Social Gathering; Visit Sponsor & Partner
10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Program .“'.‘ Tables
St. John’s United Methodist Church, o 1:15 to 3:00 p.m. Program

28 Cataract Avenue, Dover ’\:"

UNH-Manchester
88 Commercial Street, Manchester

OLLI Volunteer Orientation Invitation
Get Involved with OLLI at UNH

Join other OLLI members to learn how you can
contribute to our program using your skills and talents.
OLLI thrives thanks to the dedication of volunteers, and
we warmly welcome your support! We look forward to
getting to know you and helping you find meaningful
ways to participate.

olunteer Orientation Detail

OLLI at UNH is hosting a Volunteer Orientation session
for anyone interested in volunteering, whether you have
previous experience, are considering it for the first time,
or are simply curious. The orientation will take place
on January 7, 2026, at 1:30 p.m. via Zoom.

Connect and Contribute

During the orientation, you'll learn more about OLLI and
discover the various volunteer opportunities available.
This is a great chance to become more engaged with our
community and make a difference through your
involvement.

Sign Up

If you would like to attend the Volunteer Orientation,
please contact Tessa McDonnell at
Tessa.mcdonnell@unh.edu to receive your meeting
invitation/Zoom link.

Chapter Chats, the Capital Region Book Club, will
host an evening with Marie Bostwick, author of Book
Club for Troublesome Women, on Monday, January 26
at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom.

Join us for a lively discussion with this bestselling
author as she chats with us from her home in
Washington. You don’t have to read the book to
participate but it’s an interesting read about 4 women
of the early 1960s who are trying to break free from
current social expectations. To receive the Zoom link
for the program, email pegfargo7762@outlook.com.

Find us on

Facebook

ok.com/olliunh

h ; fa


mailto:pegfargo7762@outlook.com
mailto:Tessa.mcdonnell@unh.edu?subject=OLLI%20Volunteer%20Orientation

A Heartfelt Thank You to
Our Exceptional Volunteers

Submitted by Toniann Leavitt, Director

OLLI at UNH is powered by the energy, dedication, and generosity of volunteers who give their time and talent to keep
our program thriving. This month, we extend our deepest gratitude to several extraordinary members who go above
and beyond—often behind the scenes—to make OLLI the vibrant learning community we all cherish.

Iris Altilio and Nicki Kilfara - Your tireless work
distributing hundreds of emails each semester to Class
Assistants and Zoom Moderators—including presenter
information, rosters, and reminders—ensures seamless
communication and outstanding course support. A
special thank you to Iris for coordinating Class Assistants
for the Capital Region.

Kathy Cassano and Patti Emerson - We are grateful for
your commitment to securing Class Assistants and Zoom
Moderators for the Greater Manchester region. Your work
helps create welcoming, well-supported classrooms for
our members and presenters.

Pat Nicolino - Thank you for your dedication to the
Seacoast region, recruiting Class Assistants and Zoom
Moderators and frequently stepping in yourself when
gaps arise. We are especially grateful for your
development and leadership of the Tour the

Seacoast program, which has allowed members to
enjoy a variety of new experiences and opportunities
to connect with other members.

Allison Provencher - We appreciate your efforts in
coordinating Class Assistants and Zoom Moderators
for the Mount Washington Valley region. Your support
helps keep courses running smoothly across our
northern communities.

These individuals are more than just volunteers—they are the heartbeat of OLLI. Their commitment keeps our
organization alive, and we truly could not do all that we do without them. Please join us in thanking them for their
exceptional service and unwavering dedication to our mission of lifelong learning.

Technology for All - Accessibility Resources & Zoom

When Mark Glisson had to cancel our last scheduled
Lunch & Learn, he compiled some resources our
members may find useful to enhance their technology
use. Click these links to access information.

PC Computers and Laptops - Windows 10 & 11
Accessibility features

How to customize your Windows computer
Enhancing usability

Windows 11 Accessibility (YouTube Video)

Apple iPad and iPhone

Display and text size adjustments
Using a magnifier

Using voice control

Android Phones

Android accessibility overview
Accessibility features on Android
General accessibility information

No, itis not your imagination!

If you are using a computer or laptop which runs on
Windows 7, 8 or 8.1, you may find your Zoom access
is increasingly compromised.

If you use the Zoom desktop app, the recent Zoom
upgrade to version 6.0.0 is likely to be incompatible.
You may still be able to access Zoom via a supported
web browser (Chrome, Firefox, Edge and Safari -
current and past two versions).

Computers running on Windows 10 or 11 should not
experience any problems. MacOS X (10.13 or later) is
fully compatible.

For more information on Zoom system require-
ments, click here.

You are probably aware that Microsoft no longer
supports Windows versions lower than 10, placing
data security at risk. OLLI cannot provide tech
support if you need to upgrade, but click here for a
decision guide to help you.


https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/discover-windows-accessibility-features-8b1068e6-d3b8-4ba8-b027-133dd8911df9#windowsversion=windows_11
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/learning-center/making-technology-easier-accessible-seniors-windows
https://windowsforum.com/threads/enhancing-usability-a-guide-to-windows-11-accessibility-features.339788/
https://youtu.be/F4SYg06bDyU
https://support.apple.com/en-us/111773
https://support.apple.com/guide/iphone/magnify-or-describe-things-around-you-iphe867dc99c/ios
https://support.apple.com/en-us/111778
https://support.google.com/accessibility/android/answer/6006564?hl=en
https://support.google.com/accessibility/android/answer/16323943?hl=en&ref_topic=6007234&sjid=6386822493448326904-NA
https://support.google.com/accessibility/android/answer/9078941?hl=en
https://support.zoom.com/hc/en/article?id=zm_kb&sysparm_article=KB0060748#h_66cb65e7-a02d-47d5-a067-a85f3d184c6b
https://1drv.ms/b/c/ee9db692fa892178/ETBSOipjO2NGo8GHyXE68FUBI9RCgoJnXApdPhUrl2p8ow?e=77r5yg

Looking Back at November

The STEM-MOoBILE Visited Mt. Washington Valley

Below, top row, the STEM-MOoBILE outside and inside; below right “toys” on exhibit in the mobile lab are display samples of
biofabricated organs and tissue.

At left and below, Sydney
Rollins, UNH’s STEM-
MOoBILE Project Manager,
instructs and conducts
experiments with class
members.

All in the same month, Mt. Washington Valley members were treated to the futuristic world of Biofabrication AND a
demonstration of the 106-year-old art of bootmaking by Adam Lane-Olsen of Peter Limmer & Sons.




Firefly Fun with Fused Glass Art Last Month’s You Can Help

Five OLLI members gathered at Firefly Pottery to try their Became ThiS MOIlth,S
hands at creating the Cardinal on Birch Tree plate out of

sheets of glass. You DID Help!

It started with this. ..

The lesson began with
instructions in the use of the
weapons - uh, the tools
(pictured at left). Then came
assurances that a first aid kit
was available. (Only two of the
five had to take advantage of
that.) Finally, the ultimate test
of patience - gluing 1/8 to 1/2-
inch pieces of rigid metal the

’ ! size of pencil lead, broken by

| hand, on the birch tree.

Below left - the model ~ Below right - the result

With thanks from
Dean Michael Decelle,
pictured with Linda
Sharpe, left, and Kathy
Cassano, right.

0
'
The fourth and final event of the Firefly series, Cat’s Cupboard
decorating Christmas ornaments has been Member contributions to the UNH-Manchester food pantry for
cancelled. Another series is planned in the Spring. students in need filled the shelves right before Thanksgiving.

Below, a presenter we usually see at the
piano, Pam Langley, presented “Microbes
& History” on the Seacoast.

Below, Manchester
enjoyed a Lunch
Bunch

FHYTOPHTHORA
INFESTANS

i Above, “graduation day” for Mike Baker’s “Mark Twain”
s Hrm, and below, Steve Soreff’s “Madness in the Movies.”




All OLLI Book Clubs welcome

members from any region

Capital Region Chapter Chats

The next meeting of Chapter Chats will be December
29 at 1:30 p.m. It will be an in-person holiday
gathering.

The book to be discussed is Braiding Sweetgrass:
Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge and the
Teachings of Plants by Robin Kimmerer. A storyteller
and a scientist, Kimmerer weaves together Native tales
and her learnings as a botanist to teach the reader how
other living beings offer us gifts and lessons.

Manchester Book Club

Submitted by Mike Baker

The Manchester Book Group will not meet in December
and will resume on Tuesday, January 20 at 7:00 p.m. to
discuss Into the Light by Paula Hawkins. Information
about the Manchester Book Club is available from SIG
leader Mike Baker at mbmikebaker0@gmail.com.

Submitted by Mary Davies

Book selections through March:
January 26 - The Book Club for Troublesome Women by
Marie Bostick. See the article on page 8 for more informa-
tion on this special meeting.
February 23 - An Unfinished Love Story by Doris Kearns
Goodwin
March 30 - The Berry Pickers by Amanda Peters

There’s no requirement to finish or even read the
book before the meetings; you can simply enjoy the
discussion. OLLI readers everywhere are welcome to
join us by Zoom. Try us out!

Fresh Reads - Seacoast
Submitted by John Russell

Fresh Reads will not meet in December.

Join us at 1:30 on Monday, January 19 via Zoom; book
selection will be announced in the January Outlook.
For info or a Zoom link contact John Russell
(russelliohnt@comcast.net).

T —
SIG (Shared Interest GroupSh iGN

The All Things Wool SIG meets Tuesday, December 9,
from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. at the UNH Professional
Development and Training facility at 230 Commerce
Way, Portsmouth. Join leader Sandy O’Neill to share
and explore different wool-related hobbies and crafts.
Previous meetups have explored knitting, felting, rug
hooking and applique work. You don’t have to be an
expert. You simply need to have a desire to socialize
and work on projects with others who enjoy working
with wool. Members from all learning regions are
invited to join this group. To be added to an email list,
contact Sandy at sandy oneill@comcast.net.

SIG-Bits

Schedule Changes

The Seacoast Hike this month will be an easy and
familiar one to some of you at OLLI. The group will
walk at Wagon Hill Farm on Route 4, 156 Piscataqua
Road, Durham, on Wednesday, December 10 at 10:00
a.m. Wagon Hill is mostly a flat walk with some gently
sloping hills. The walk will take participants across
fields, into the woods and by the shore of the Oyster
River. Check the website for more information:
Wagon Hill Farm | The Town of Durham New
Hampshire. The walk will be less than 2 miles.

This group hikes during the winter months. If you are
interested in being added to the email list, please
contact Sandy O’Neill at sandy oneill@comcast.net.

Check the dates of your favorite SIG meetings this month. Because of the

Tidbits SIG Leaders
Want You to Know

schedules.

holidays, many are meeting on dates that are different from their regular


mailto:sandy_oneill@comcast.net
mailto:mbmikebaker0@gmail.com
mailto:russelljohnt@comcast.net
https://www.ci.durham.nh.us/boc_conservation/wagon-hill-farm
https://www.ci.durham.nh.us/boc_conservation/wagon-hill-farm
mailto:sandy_oneill@comcast.net

(Shared Interest Group

What Are They?
A member benefit — you participate for free with other OLLI members who share your interest. All OLLI
SIGs welcome members from any region. Nonmembers may attend up to three SIG meetings but must
join OLLI to continue.

People talk about aging successfully, but I think of it as
living gracefully and living to the absolute fullest. I’'m
about trying new things and learning new things every
single day, staying fresh, being interesting and
interested, staying curious, staying busy, developing new
friendships. Martha Stewart

Capital Region

Movie Club

Meets every Monday 3:00-4:00 p.m. on Zoom. Watch a
member-chosen movie every week and discuss it at the
SIG meeting.

Contact: Marty Bender (mbender@tds.net).

Creative Writing

Meets every other Thursday (12/4,12/18 & Friday, 1/2)
1:00 p.m. on Zoom. Prompted writing assignments are
shared for group feedback.

Contact: Pam Otis (lakesregion@comcast.net).

Lunch Bunch

Meets to enjoy a lunch together — no set schedule. On
hiatus until February.

Contact: Jean Russell (j6russ@aol.com) to get on the
mailing list.

Ice Cream

Meets weekly during the summer to explore ice cream
shops in the Capital Region. (on hiatus).

Contact: Jacki Fogarty (jafogarty228@aol.com).

Seacoast
Favorite Local Hiking Trails SIG

Meets monthly, at 10:00 a.m. to hike (rain or shine) or
snowshoe. Next hike is 12/10.
Contact: Sandy O’Neill (sandy_oneill@comcast.net).

All Things Wool SIG

Meets monthly at 1:00 p.m. to work on wool crafts. Next
meeting 12/9.
Contact: Sandy O’Neill (sandy_oneill@comcast.net).

Public Policy SIG

Meets on the third Thursday of the month at 10:00 a.m. to
discuss domestic and international policy; diverse perspec-
tives welcome! On hiatus until January.

Contact: Tessa McDonnell (tessamcd@comcast.net).

Greater Manchester

Happy Hour

Meets monthly on a Tuesday 6:00-7:00 p.m. on Zoom to
share drinks and desserts, discuss wine and spirits and
enjoy a themed virtual get-together whose motto is “Zoom
responsibly.” Next meeting 12/16 — All Things Mint.
Contact: Dennis McGivern (dmcgivern52@gmail.com).

Artificial Intelligence (Al)

Meets on the first and third Monday of the month at 3:00
p.m. on Zoom. Share observations and experiences on all
things Al.

Contact: Jim Isaak (OLLI@jimisaak.com).

Lunch Bunch
No set schedule. Get on a mailing list for information.
Contact: Mike Baker (mbmikebaker0@gmail.com).

Mt. Washington Valley
Hiking/Walking

Meets in the fall and spring; no set schedule; get on a
mailing list for information.
Contact: John Rozek (eajohninnh@yahoo.com).

Snowshoeing

Meets in winter; no set schedule; get on a mailing list for
information.

Contact: Betsy Gemmecke (betsygemmecke@gmail.com).

Candlepin Bowling

Saco Valley Sports Center at 1:00 p.m. on selected days.
Next meeting not scheduled.

Contact: Barb Butler (barbara.butler@yahoo.com).

Munch Bunch

Meets to enjoy a meal together generally on the fourth
Thursday of the month.
Contact: Diane Rozek (owlsandeagles317@gmail.com).

Ice Cream Trail

Meets in the summer to visit specialty ice cream shops in
the MWV area. (on hiatus)

Contact: Cindy Graham (graham02171@gmail.com).

Try out a SIG this month! They’re fun and there’s
no commitment.
Got an idea for a SIG? Contact your learning
region’s Central Committee.



mailto:mbender@tds.net
mailto:lakesregion@comcast.net
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Chair’s Chat

Submitted by Su Bennett, Chair, Leadership Council

Q. What do you have in December that you can’t have in any other month? (Answer later on)

December is a month of celebrations - but I'm sure you already know that. Here are a few:
# December 6 is Saint Nicholas Day. The patron saint of children is the model for Santa Claus and gift-giving.
s December 7 is National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day.
# December 8 is Bodhi Day in the Buddhist calendar, celebrating Buddha’s enlightenment; it’s celebrated in a way that’s
similar to how Christians celebrate Christmas to honor Jesus Christ.
December 13 is St. Lucia’s Day, which has long been associated with festivals of light; before the Gregorian calendar
reform in 1752, her feast day occurred on the shortest day of the year.
December 14 marks the beginning of Hanukkah this year, the 8-day Jewish Festival of Lights.
December 15 is Bill of Rights Day.
December 17 is Wright Brothers Day.
December 21 is the Winter Solstice, the astronomical day when the hemisphere is tilted as far away from the Sun as
possible. Starting in ancient times, people celebrated the rebirth of the Sun event through Yule (which begins on the
Solstice and is celebrated for 12 days).
December 25 is Christmas Day, a Christian holiday commemorating the birth of Jesus Christ.
December 26 is Boxing Day (Canada, UK). The origins are debated but are often linked to either the tradition of giving a
Christmas box of money or gifts to servants and tradespeople, or the opening of church donation boxes for the poor on St.
Stephen's Day (December 26).
# December 26 is also the first day of Kwanzaa, an annual, nonreligious seven-day celebration of African American and Pan-
African culture, history, and community.

S S S #

e g

--- Sources "The Old Farmer's Alimanac" and Google
So, in this spirit, | would like to celebrate all of you - all our many, many loyal volunteers, our dedicated presenters, our
dependable sponsors, our generous member donors, our tireless and creative Admin team and our
partner institute UNH. Together, we have created a community worth celebrating. So, here's to all of you, however you
choose to celebrate this month.
Oh, and the answer is the letter D.

Before the clock strikes midnight on December 31 be sure to lift your left foot.
That way you will start off the New Year on the right foot!

Leadership Council meetings are generally held on the Zoom platform on the fourth Monday of the month from
10:00 a.m. to noon, giving members the opportunity to observe our governance structure firsthand.
There will be no December meeting, so the next meeting will be Monday, January 26. All members are welcome.
Contact John Russell, at russelljohnt@comcast.net for information or a Zoom link.

A Few Final Words

Office Closures Memorial

The OLLI offices are closed from Wednesday,
December 24, 2025, through Friday, January 2, 2026.

The Admin Team wishes you very happy holidays and
look forward to seeing you in the New Year.

The office reopens on Monday, January 5.
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December Calendar

Meetings are by Zoom unless otherwise noted.
NOTE: Dates and contact information of SIG meetings (including Book Clubs) are now found on the SIG and Book Club

pages.

Capital Region

Monday, December 8 Capital Region Central Committee — 10:00 a.m. (Jean Russell, contact)
Friday, December 12 Capital Region Curriculum Committee — 1:00 p.m. (Donna Frost, contact)
Friday, December 19 Capital Region Holiday Party — 1:00 p.m., City-Wide Community Center (Jacki Fogarty, contact)

Greater Manchester Region

Friday, December 12 Manchester Curriculum Committee — 1:00 p.m., UNH-Manchester (Jim Mahoney, contact)

Mt. Washington Valley Region
Monday, December 15 MWV Holiday Gathering — Mt. Washington Observatory Offices

Seacoast Region

Thursday, December 11 Seacoast Central/Curriculum Committee —1:30 p.m. (Lynne Brosch or Martha Walsh, contacts)

Statewide Meetings and Events

Wednesday, December 26 — Monday, January 5 — office closed

Looking Ahead

Tuesday, January 6 Curriculum Council Meeting — 1:30 p.m. (Tori Berube, contact)
Wednesday, January 7 Volunteer Orientation — 1:30 p.m. (Tessa McDonnell, contact)
Week of January 19 Previews and other Fall Term Kickoff Programs

Monday, January 24 Leadership Council — 10:00 a.m. (John Russell, contact)

Directory of Contacts’ Email Addresses and Directory of Class and Event Locations
— Click here or scroll down to the next page.

May the dawn of the Winter
Solstice chase the dark away.

May it bring you the promise of
endless brand-new days.

May all your sorrow vanish. And
all your dreams come true.

And may the light of the Winter
Solstice always shine on you.

. . . The Outlook is published monthly and sent to
OLLI at the UmverSIty of New Hampshlre all current OLLI members. OLLI members are

Taylor Hall, 59 College Road, Durham NH 03824 invited to submit articles of interest to the
(603) 862-OLLI (6554) olli.office@unh.edu general membership. Articles, pictures and

unh.edu/OLLI OLLI National Resource Center comments may be emailed to Outlook at
Learning regions: Capital Region, Greater Manchester, OLLIOutlook@aol.com. Th?nk you.
Mt. Washington Valley & the Seacoast Jacki G. Fogarty, Editor
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Iris Altilio

Dee Angwin
Mike Baker
Marty Bender
Su Bennett
Tori Berube
Lynne Brosch
Barb Butler
Kathy Cassano
Mary Davies
Peg Fargo
Jacki Fogarty
Donna Frost
Jan Gagne

Betsy Gemmecke

Jen Graf
Cindy Graham
Kathy Gray
Jim Isaak

Benny Jesseman

Directory (Addendum)

Contact Email Addresses

olli.volunteer.concord.iris@gmail.com

deirdreangwin@outlook.com

mbmikebaker0@gmail.com
mbender@tds.net
subennett74@gmail.com
tori.berube@unh.edu
lruggl224@aol.com
barbara.butler@yahoo.com
klecnh@yahoo.com
marbob75@yahoo.com
pegfargo7762@outlook.com
jgfogarty228@aol.com
dfrost49@hotmail.com
igagne7844@gmail.com
betsygemmecke@gmail.com
jgracegraf@gmail.com
graham02171@gmail.com
kbushmv@gmail.com
OLLI@jimisaak.com

bjessemanl@roadrunner.com

Bob Jones
Sharon Kace
Jim Mahoney

Tessa McDonnell
Dennis McGivern

Glenn Meyers
Bob Muzerall
Pat Nicolino
Beth Northcott
Sandy O’Neill
Pam Otis
Diane Parks
Patti Rau
Diane Rozek
John Rozek
Jean Russell
John Russell
Margie Soroka
Steve Spain
Martha Walsh

jonesbeale@comcast.net
sskacel3@gmail.com
imahoney@anselm.edu
tessa.mcdonnell@unh.edu
dmcgivern52@gmail.com
ggmeyers45@icloud.com
bmuzerall@gmail.com
pfnico07 @gmail.com
bnorthc528@sbcglobal.net
sandy oneill@comcast.net
lakesregion@comcast.net
dparks43@aol.com
geopat96@roadrunner.com
owlsandeagles317 @gmail.com
eajohninnh@yahoo.com
jbruss@aol.com
russelljohnt@comcast.net
margiesoroka@gmail.com
steven.j.spain@gmail.com
mmarywalsh48 @gmail.com

NHTI - Little Hall
Room 113
31 College Drive, Concord
Parkin Lot A

City Wide Community Center

OLLI Class & Event Locations

Professional Development &

Training (PD&T)

230 Commerce Way, Portsmouth

The Gibson Center

14 Canterbury Road, Concord

UNH Manchester
88 Commercial Street, Manchester
Remember your parking pass

14 Grove Street, North Conway

Mt. Washington Observatory
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Offices (MWOO)
2779 White Mountain Highway,
North Conway
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it OLLIat UNH is a department withinthe 1

II: Office of Online & Continuing Education.

I I
Iy OLLI Office Contact Information I

n OLLl.office@unh.edu |
i (603) 862-OLLI (6554) I

| Mailing Address !
i OLLIat UNH, Taylor Hall, 59 College Road,
! Durham NH 03824 :

I Website I
h unh.edu/OLLI 1

i Administrative Team !
[ Contact Information I
Toniann Leavitt, Director
Toniann.Leavitt@unh.edu 1

(603) 862-0599 |

Tori Berube, Program Manager |
Tori.Berube@unh.edu !

(603) 825-0600 1

Bryan Whittier, Enrollment Coordinator |

Bryan.Whittier@unh.edu I
(603) 862-OLLI (6554) I
Tessa McDonnell, Program Support |

Tessa.McDonnell@unh.edu I
(603) 491-7370 I
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