
 

 

                            
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Learning for the Fun of It! 

 

Here are the courses with seats available that begin in the 

first three weeks of April. Click on the course title for the 
course description and enrollment link. Take another look 

– you may find a hidden gem! 
 
 

Manchester 
4/6 Truth Matters: Supporting an Informed Citizenry 

4/8 Woody Allen's Angst: Controversy & Philosophical 

Insights 
4/9 Pandora's Jar 

4/10 Unsung Heroes of Apollo Mission Control 1965-1992 
4/10 Manchester Water Works: All About Our Most 

Precious Resource 
 

Mt. Washington Valley 
4/7 Socrates Cafe 

4/9 Water: What It Takes to Make it Clean & Available 

4/9 Let’s (H)ear It for the Mountain Ear! 
4/13 Introductory Steel Drum Playing Workshop for 

Beginners 
4/15 Liberty: A Revolutionary Idea 

4/16 Philosophy of Love 
 

Seacoast 
4/7 South Dakota, A Travelogue: The Land of Infinite 

Variety 
4/8 Unlocking the Potential of a Quarter-Acre with 

Permaculture Gardening 
4/13 Forgotten Plane Wrecks of New Hampshire 
 

Zoom 
4/8 Deep Presence: 13,000 Years of Native American 

History 

4/15 Civic Engagement: A Lifelong Journey 
4/17 Echoes of New England: The Poetry of Dickinson, 

Frost & Oliver   
 

 

You may register for any course with available seats online 
until seven days before the course start date. After that, 

until the course begins, you may register by calling the OLLI 
Office. 

 

SPRING COURSES   CATALOG UPDATES 
DIRECTORS NOTES  MARCH-ING WITH OLLI        
LUNCHES & LEARNINGS          UNSUNG HEROES  
GHOSTS AMONG US-DARK TOURISM EVALUATION COMMENTS  
DECLARATION & COURT SYSTEM   NH FARM, FOREST EXPO  
SIG NEWS            BOOK CLUBS    
SIG DIRECTORY   CHAIR’S CHAT    
YOU HAVE THE POWER  APRIL CALENDAR  
  DIRECTORY (ADDENDUM) 
 

 

APRIL 2026 - IN THIS ISSUE
CLICK ON ANY TOPIC TO GO TO THE PAGE CARRYING THE ARTICLE 

 

 

C – Capital Region   M – Manchester  W – Mt Washington Valley 

S – Seacoast  Z - Zoom  
 

Changes (in date order) 
 

Unsung Heroes of Apollo Mission Control 1965-1992, 4/10 

only (M) 
Philosophy of Love – 4/16 only (W) 

Beyond the Buzz: The Unspoken Realities of Artificial 

Intelligence, 4/17, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. (extended time) 
(M) 

Testing, 1-2-3: Is This Thing On? 100 Years of Radio & Its 

Stories – 5/4 10:00 a.m. (M) 

Exploring the Life & Times of Sarah Orne Jewett, 5/20-

6/17, every other Wednesday (not Friday), NOTE: 6/17 is 

an in-person tour, not an online one  (Z and S) 

Joni Mitchell: Observer of Friends, Lovers & Us, 6/4, 10:00 
a.m.-12:00 p.m. (M) 
 

Additions 
 

4/13 Introductory Steel Drum Playing Workshop for 

Beginners, 9:00 a.m. (W) 
5/4 Happy 250th Anniversary Declaration of 

Independence!  10:00 a.m. (M) 

5/27 A Historic Walking Tour Down New Hampshire's 
Main Street,  9:00 a.m. (C) 

6/4  Following the Footsteps of Vincent Van Gogh,     

1:00 p.m. (C) 

6/22  Alnoba Art Tour, 10:00 a.m. (S) 
 

Cancellation 
History Lovers Guide to NH (M) 

https://www.unh.edu/olli/course/truth-matters-supporting-informed-citizenry
https://www.unh.edu/olli/course/woody-allens-angst-controversy-philosophical-insights
https://www.unh.edu/olli/course/woody-allens-angst-controversy-philosophical-insights
https://www.unh.edu/olli/course/pandoras-jar
https://www.unh.edu/olli/course/unsung-heroes-apollo-mission-control-1965-1992
https://www.unh.edu/olli/course/manchester-water-works-all-about-our-most-precious-resource
https://www.unh.edu/olli/course/manchester-water-works-all-about-our-most-precious-resource
https://www.unh.edu/olli/course/socrates-cafe
https://www.unh.edu/olli/course/water-what-it-takes-make-it-clean-available
https://www.unh.edu/olli/course/lets-hear-it-mountain-ear
https://www.unh.edu/olli/course/introductory-steel-drum-playing-workshop-beginners
https://www.unh.edu/olli/course/introductory-steel-drum-playing-workshop-beginners
https://www.unh.edu/olli/course/liberty-revolutionary-idea
https://www.unh.edu/olli/course/philosophy-love
https://www.unh.edu/olli/course/south-dakota-travelogue-land-infinite-variety
https://www.unh.edu/olli/course/south-dakota-travelogue-land-infinite-variety
https://www.unh.edu/olli/course/unlocking-potential-quarter-acre-permaculture-gardening
https://www.unh.edu/olli/course/unlocking-potential-quarter-acre-permaculture-gardening
https://www.unh.edu/olli/course/forgotten-plane-wrecks-new-hampshire
https://www.unh.edu/olli/course/deep-presence-13000-years-native-american-history
https://www.unh.edu/olli/course/deep-presence-13000-years-native-american-history
https://www.unh.edu/olli/course/civic-engagement-lifelong-journey
https://www.unh.edu/olli/course/echoes-new-england-poetry-dickinson-frost-oliver
https://www.unh.edu/olli/course/echoes-new-england-poetry-dickinson-frost-oliver
https://learnforlife.unh.edu/public/category/programArea.do?method=load&selectedProgramAreaId=342052794
https://www.unh.edu/olli/course/unsung-heroes-apollo-mission-control-1965-1992
https://www.unh.edu/olli/course/philosophy-love
https://www.unh.edu/olli/course/beyond-buzz-unspoken-realities-artificial-intelligence
https://www.unh.edu/olli/course/beyond-buzz-unspoken-realities-artificial-intelligence
https://www.unh.edu/olli/course/testing-testing-1-2-3-thing-100-years-radio-its-stories
https://www.unh.edu/olli/course/testing-testing-1-2-3-thing-100-years-radio-its-stories
https://www.unh.edu/olli/course/exploring-life-times-sarah-orne-jewett
https://www.unh.edu/olli/course/joni-mitchell-observer-friends-lovers-us
https://www.unh.edu/olli/course/introductory-steel-drum-playing-workshop-beginners
https://www.unh.edu/olli/course/introductory-steel-drum-playing-workshop-beginners
https://www.unh.edu/olli/course/happy-250th-anniversary-declaration-independence
https://www.unh.edu/olli/course/happy-250th-anniversary-declaration-independence
https://www.unh.edu/olli/course/historic-walking-tour-down-new-hampshires-main-street
https://www.unh.edu/olli/course/historic-walking-tour-down-new-hampshires-main-street
https://www.unh.edu/olli/course/following-footsteps-vincent-van-gogh
https://www.unh.edu/olli/course/alnoba-art-tour


 

 

 
 
 

  

 

Note: All underlined blue words or phrases are clickable links. 
 

As April arrives, so does the full energy of spring—and 

across OLLI at UNH, that same sense of renewal and 
momentum is unmistakable. Classrooms are buzzing, 

conversations are lively, and our learning community 
continues to grow, connect and thrive together. 
 

Member Survey – Your Voice Matters 

We are incredibly grateful to the more than 200 members 

who have already completed our OLLI membership 

survey—thank you for helping shape the future of our 
program. 
 

The survey is designed to better understand what you 

value most and how we can continue to grow and 

improve OLLI at UNH. It’s quick—taking just 2–3 minutes 
to complete—and your input is invaluable. 

 
If you have not yet participated, we would love to hear 

from you. Please take a moment to complete the survey 
by April 6 – click here to take the survey. We are excited 
to share an update later this month highlighting what our 

membership currently looks like and what you most 
enjoy about being part of OLLI. 
 

The (603) Challenge 
April brings one of the most important opportunities of 

the year to support OLLI at UNH—the annual (603) 

Challenge. This year’s Challenge runs Tuesday, April 7 

through Friday, April 10. Our goal is to reach 100 

individual donors, unlocking an additional $1,700 gift 

from OLLI administration and Leadership Council 

members and amplifying every donation. 

 

 
 

 

 

Gifts made during the Challenge support OLLI at UNH’s 

ability to: 

• Expand in-person and online course offerings  

• Support volunteer-led programs and community 

events  
• Maintain accessible, high-quality lifelong learning 

opportunities  

• Strengthen long-term sustainability  

During the Challenge, special match and bonus periods 
allow your gift to go even further—often doubling or 

tripling its impact. Whether you give early, help us reach 
our goal, or join in during the final hours, your support 
makes a meaningful difference. 
 

Celebrating National Volunteer Week 

From April 19–25, we join organizations across the 

country in celebrating National Volunteer Week. At OLLI 

at UNH, volunteerism is not just something we 

recognize—it is the very foundation of who we are. 
 

More than 150 volunteers across our four learning 
regions give their time and talents as presenters, 

committee members, class assistants, Zoom moderators, 
SIG leaders, and more. Their dedication brings our 

courses to life, supports our members, and sustains the 

welcoming, intellectually curious environment we all 

value. To each of you who volunteer and make our 

learning community better every day, thank you. Your 

impact is felt in every course, every conversation, and 

every connection made within this community. 
 

April is a time of growth—both in the natural world and 

within our OLLI community. As we celebrate our 
volunteers and come together to support the future of 

lifelong learning at UNH, I invite you to take part in all 
that this month has to offer. 

 

 

 
 

Director’s Notes 
Reaching Out and Engaging With You 

 

Submitted by Toniann Leavitt, Program Director 

 

Together, we are building 

something truly meaningful. 
 

 
With gratitude, 
    Toniann Leavitt 

Director, OLLI at UNH 
  

https://unh.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_5iGldHGFBg8Lpmm


 

 

 
  

MARCH-ing With OLLI 

OLLI exploded out of the winter doldrums with learning experiences covering the whole spectrum of topical 

categories from steel drums to the Supreme Court, decorating eggs to reading Beowulf, planning for senior care 

to touring a candy factory. 

 

 

Celebrating the 250th anniversary of the 
Declaration of Independence with Dave Alcox 
covering the history (and handing out chocolate) 
and a display of historical memorabilia supplied 
by Neil Valentino. 

 

Above, in Manchester presenter Dennis Sasseville 
taught members how to “read” and interpret the 
age, origin and function of old glass bottles and 

other containers in “Bottleology.” 

It takes a lot to get Mt. Washington Valley (MWV) members off the slopes 

and hiking trails while there’s still snow on the ground, but an array of 

fascinating courses brought them into the classrooms as seen below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above, “Painting Ukrainian Eggs” in two 
parts – beginners and intermediates.  
At right and below, “Introduction to 
Steel Drums” taught by Eric Rollnick. 

At left, presenter John Neely led “Under-
standing Wildfire," explaining the 
science behind fire prediction and 
suppression and the history of wildfires 
in New England.  
 

Above right, presenter Larry Garland shared his 
experiences, hiking thousands of miles in over two 
dozen countries, including every trail in the White 
Mountains in “Let’s Go Hiking.” 
 

 

 

Icelandic Design 
Ponchos completed 
under the tutelage 
of presenter Cynthia 
Williams 



 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

Above, in Portsmouth, Carey Fitzgerald presented 
"Planning Ahead: Stages of Senior Care" with 
guidance on home care, assisted living, memory 
care and nursing homes across NH, ME and MA. 

 

 

Above, Puzzle Mania, a team jigsaw competition 
offered mental, emotional, and physical health 
benefits. Do you think they exercised both brain 
hemispheres, enhancing cognitive functions like 
short-term memory and visual-spatial reasoning? 
Or did they just have fun? 

More MARCH-ing With OLLI 
 

At left, visitors to the Granite 
State Candy Shoppe’s 
production facility enjoyed a 
tour with longtime OLLI 
presenter Jeff Bart. Not only 
did members get to see 
products being produced, 
they got to hear the behind- 
the-scenes story of "New 
Hampshire's Most Beloved 
Chocolate & Candy Maker."  

 

In Portsmouth, Malcolm Brown shook the very foundation of members’ 
beliefs in the course “Do We Really Know What We Know?”. [Spoiler 
Alert: No. We don’t actually know anything. Not even that.] Filled with 
fascinating tidbits and great philosophical concepts, this course stirred 
the brain cells and made every class member’s drive home way more 
interesting than the drive to class.  
 

 
 

By the way, do you know what an antinomy is? It’s an assertion that 
can both be proved and refuted by rational means. Example: The 
statement “This sentence is false” is both true and false, i.e., if it is true 
then it is false, but if it is false, it has to be true. Mind officially blown.   
 

 

At right, Capital 
Region sponsored 
Norman Silber 
presenting “Under-
standing the 
Supreme Court” in 
Manchester. 

Above, Carol Robidoux from Manchester Ink Link 
was the speaker at a Lunch & Learn in Manchester 
describing her experience developing and running 
this relatively new local news source. 

https://www.facebook.com/manchesterinklink?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZaAVN9Vx1FOer6PNtYRbhTmq1FV4KYrzfRmOhI9erHf8gFnPxvREi7sKQC1hvLKgFYXHfFuf0eA-xQyKv4UbK-hAedWEJvFyfgTH4DvgwV6hnOWOjBUh4bod041lm68eiWzthKNX_KjPxBy1MzqhIPYmvCa7O-dbgtOD5YFqa2R977M1SDWxdgMysqXO2G6fMk&__tn__=-%5dK-R


 

 

 
 
 
  

Lunch & Learn 
Thursday, May 7 – 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

City-Wide Community Center 

14 Canterbury Road, Concord 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Monday, April 13 - 1:00 to 2:00 p.m. - Free 

Mt. Washington Observatory Offices 
2779 White Mountain Highway, North Conway 

 

Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) of New 
Hampshire provides a voice for children and  youth 

who have experienced abuse and neglect by empow-

ering a statewide network of trained volunteers to 

advocate on their behalf so they can thrive and heal 
in safe, permanent homes. 
 

CASA of NH will provide both lunch and information 
about the organization.  Click here to register or call 

the OLLI office at at (603) 862-6554. 
 

 

Technology Talks 
 

Friday, April 3 – 12:00 to 1:00 p.m. – Free on Zoom 
 

New presenter, Marc-Anthony Arena, is the author 

of How to Protect Yourself from Your Computer, a plain 

English guide to the concepts, scams, and scandals of 

the tech industry. He currently hosts The Computer 
Exorcist Podcast, available anywhere and anytime 

with a message that ALL of the heartache, headache, 

and expenditures in the IT industry are completely 

preventable. He has presented for other OLLIs and is 

offering a program for OLLI at UNH in April. 

 

 
 

How to Protect Yourself 
From Your Computer 

 

Are you frustrated with your computer? Notice how it 
slows down over time? Wondering who's spying on us, 

and why we have to keep buying new devices? 

It turns out the vast majority of headaches, security 

issues, tech expenditures, and e-waste are 

preventable. In this course, we'll de-mystify and 

explain the IT industry in Plain English.  
 

Topics we'll cover: 
• The core components of a computer/tablet 

• Why antivirus software is obsolete 
• WHY software becomes more complicated every day 

• The Four New Threats: 
• Legalized Spyware 
• Preventing Cryptolocker/Ransomware/ Hostageware 

• Update Attacks 
• Support Scams 

• Proper backup 
• How to make almost any computer last 15 years 

• How to save tons of money on printing 
• How to slash your Internet and mobile bills 
• Avoiding fake rental WiFi 

 

Register by calling the OLLI office at (603) 862-6554. 

Registration IS required to receive the Zoom link. 

 

 

OLLI Springs Into Lunches & Learning 

 

Family Challenges: 
How CASA  
Focuses on Children 

 
 
 
 
 

New Hampshire Service Link has become part of the 

Merrimack-Belknap Counties Aging and Disability 

Aging Center. The Agency Director will join us to 

provide information about the agency’s services to 

NH seniors. 
 

More information will be provided; save the date! 

 

 

https://www.unh.edu/olli/course/lunch-learn-casa-new-hampshire


 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Unsung Heroes of 
Apollo Mission Control 

 

So you missed your chance to be on the moon 
mission that just launched this week. BUT, would 
you like to see items that DID spend time on the 
moon . . . as well as on the spaceship that went 
to the moon and were in mission control during 
the Apollo missions?  
 

There’s still room to attend the Manchester 
course, Unsung Heroes of Apollo Mission Control 
1962-1992, on Friday, April 10, 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
Register now, before the full moon wanes! Click 
here or call the OLLI office. 

 

Ghosts Among Us – Local Government 
Involvement in Dark Tourism 

A Presentation of the University of New Hampshire 

Monday, April 13 – 5:00-6:00 p.m. - Free 
UNH Manchester, 88 Commercial Street, Manchester 

 

 When tragedy strikes, a community’s pain can quickly 
become its unwanted spotlight. Tragedy draws 

attention—and visitors. From Salem’s witch-trial history 

to Boston Marathon bombing sites, “dark tourism” 

leaves communities navigating healing and tourism at 

the same time.  
 

 
 

Join Dr. Beth Wielde Heidelberg, professor of urban and 

regional studies at Minnesota State University, Mankato, 

as she examines how local governments confront the 

surge of “dark tourism”—in their budgets, long-range 
plans, and policies—as they struggle to protect their 

communities while managing the spotlight they never 

asked for. 
 

This presentation is a part of the Saul O Sidore Memorial 

Lecture Series, which has been fostering critical conversations 
on pressing societal issues since 1965. 
 

Register for this free lecture by clicking here. 

 

 

Lunching and Munching 
 

 Capital Region Lunch Bunch 
Wednesday, April 15, Noon 

Red Blazer Restaurant, Concord 
Contact: Jean Russell j6russ@aol.com  

 
 

Mt. Washington Valley Munch Bunch 
Friday, April 17 

Time and Place – TBD 

Are you interested in joining your OLLI friends for 
breakfast/lunch? Bring a friend! Email Diane Rozek at 

owlsandeagles317@gmail.com if you are interested. 

Your evaluation comments 
Insightful 

Funny 

Helpful 
 

As I am approaching 80, I kept thinking “I wish that I had 

known all of this information when I was younger.” I would 

have changed many things about my lifestyle. I would 
suggest that the course description would mention that 

taking this course would be extremely helpful for all ages 
of OLLI members. 
 

THE CHAIRS WERE UNBELIEVABLY COMFORTABLE! This is a 

first for the OLLI courses I’ve taken. 

https://www.unh.edu/olli/course/unsung-heroes-apollo-mission-control-1965-1992
https://manchester.unh.edu/blog/2025/09/event-april-13-unh-manchester-presents-public-lecture-series-history-media-dark-tourism
mailto:j6russ@aol.com
mailto:owlsandeagles317@gmail.com


 

 

  
 
 
  

 
 

 

 

Virtual Happy Hour 
 

Tuesday April 21, 6:00 p.m. on Zoom 
 

Theme: Chocolate! 
 

What? You still have leftover Easter candy? Or did 
you clean out Walmart the day after? Time to show 

off and present your sweetest libations! Dark 

chocolate, semi-sweet, Hershey's. Bring it! 
 

    
 

As always, IF you choose alcohol, 
please Zoom responsibly! 

 

Email Dennis McGivern (dmcgivern52@gmail. com ) 

for a Zoom link. 

Creative Writing 
Thursdays, April 9 and 23, 1:00 p.m. on Zoom 

 

 
 
Our April 9 meeting is open topic. People can write 
about anything they'd like, or just drop in and visit. It's 
a great time for curious folks to come and check out 
a meeting and spend some time engaging with fellow 
writers. We're on Zoom, so we don't bite, and it's a 
wonderfully safe and supportive space to share 
writing.  
 

For a Zoom link, contact Pam Otis at 
lakesregion@comcast.net 

From a sister OLLI organization . . .  
OLLI at the University of Arizona invites you to 
 

America 250: The Declaration of 

Independence and the Birth of the Courts 
Tuesday, April 28 - 4:00 p.m. EDT – Free on Zoom 

 

Join United States Magistrate Judges Jim Marner and Mike 
Ambri as they examine the American Judiciary System at 
our nation's semiquincentennial!  
 

The class will begin with a brief history of the events 

surrounding the signing of the Declaration of Indepen-

dence, including a look at some of the key parties and the 
document’s significance up to present day. It will then turn 
its focus on the portions of the document which concern 

the need for an independent judiciary, and the evolution of 

our court system from these early origins. 
 

          Click here to register 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Granite State Ambassadors are the managers for the NH 
Farm, Forest & Garden Expo, to be held Friday and 
Saturday, May 1 and 2 at the Deerfield Fairgrounds. This is 

a hands-on, family-friendly celebration of agriculture, 
forestry, and land stewardship in the Granite State with fun 

for everyone. Live demonstrations, expert-led workshops, 
running machinery, barnyard animals, lumberjack shows, 

and free horse-drawn wagon rides are just some of the fun 
things you’ll find during this event. 
 

OLLI at UNH has been given a limited number of 
complimentary admission tickets to give to our members 

to attend this fun event. And kids under 12 attend free. 
 

If you would like a complimentary ticket, please call Program 

Manager Tori Berube at (603) 862-0600. 

OLLI Partner Opportunities 

 

Do you love a good farm, 

forest or garden? Have we 

got something for you! 

mailto:Theme:%20Cranberries
mailto:lakesregion@comcast.net
https://arizona.zoom.us/webinar/register/1217733501934/WN_-V3sxSoFRnKuc3LhwGLJpQ#/registration
https://www.nhgsa.com/
https://www.nhfarmandforestexpo.org/
https://www.nhfarmandforestexpo.org/
http://www.unh.edu/OLLI


 

 

  

 

On April 27 we will discuss The Backyard Bird 

Chronicles by Amy Tan, a gorgeous, witty account of 

birding, nature, and the beauty around us that hides 
in plain sight. 
 

Tracking the natural beauty that surrounds us, The 

Backyard Bird Chronicles maps the passage of time 
through daily entries, thoughtful questions, and 

beautiful original sketches. With boundless charm 

and wit, author Amy Tan charts her foray into birding 
and the natural wonders of the world. 
 

Book selections for the next two months are: 
June 1 (May meeting rescheduled due to Memorial Day) - 

Moloka'i by Alan Brennert.  (Carol Barleon, discussion 
leader) 

June 29 - Horse by Geraldine Brooks.  (Sally Embly, 

discussion leader) 
 

Chapter Chats generally meets on the last Monday of 

the month at 1:30 p.m. on Zoom. There’s never a 

requirement to finish or even read the book before the 
meetings; you can simply enjoy the discussion. OLLI 

members everywhere are welcome to join us by Zoom. 

Contact Donna Frost at  dfrost49@hotmail.com for a 
Zoom link. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Fresh Reads - Seacoast 
Submitted by John Russell 

 

April’s Fresh Reads selection is Elderhood: Redefining 
Aging, Transforming Medicine, Reimagining Life by 

Louise Aronson.  If “old age” begins between 60 and 

70, most people today will spend more years in 
elderhood than in childhood, and many for 40 years or 

more. Yet at the very moment that humans are living 

longer than ever before, we've made old age into a 
disease, a condition to be dreaded, denigrated, 

neglected, and denied.   
 

Noted Harvard-trained geriatrician Louise Aronson 
uses stories from her quarter century of caring for 

patients, and draws from history, science, literature, 

popular culture and her own life to weave a vision of 
old age that's neither nightmare nor utopian fantasy—

a vision full of joy, wonder, frustration, outrage and 

hope about aging, medicine and humanity itself.  

Elderhood is for anyone who is "an aging, i.e., still-
breathing human being." 
 

Please join us on Monday, April 20 at 1:30 p.m. via 

Zoom to discuss this fascinating book. Contact John 
Russell at russelljohnt@comcast.net to receive an 

invitation. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

All OLLI Book Clubs welcome 

members from any region 

Capital Region Chapter Chats  
Submitted by Donna Frost 

Manchester Book Club 
Submitted by Mike Baker 

The Manchester Book Group will meet on Tuesday, April 21 at 7:00 p.m. to discuss James Agee’s A Death in the 

Family.  Contact SIG leader Mike Baker at mbmikebaker0@gmail.com for information about the Manchester Book 

Club and a Zoom link for this meeting. 
 

 

SIG-Bits* 
 

*These are tidbits your SIG 
(Shared Interest Group) 

leaders want you to know. 
 

(contact information on the 

following pages) 

 

 

Favorite Local Hiking Trails - Seacoast 
Taking the month of April off --  contact Sandy O'Neill at sandy_oneill@comcast.net if 
you would like to be added to the email list. 

 
 

Public Policy – Seacoast  
The Public Policy SIG grew out of a desire by attendees of Great Decisions courses to 

continue the conversations about all things . . .  well . . . public policy.  While Great 

Decisions is in session, the SIG takes a rest. Meetings will resume May 21. 

         

mailto:dfrost49@hotmail.com
mailto:russelljohnt@comcast.net
mailto:mbmikebaker0@gmail.com
mailto:sandy_oneill@comcast.net


 

 

 
 

 
  

What Are They? 
A member benefit – you participate for free with other OLLI members who share your interest. All OLLI 
SIGs welcome members from any region. Nonmembers may attend up to three SIG meetings but must 

join OLLI to continue. 

Capital Region 

Movie Club 
Meets every Monday 3:00-4:00 p.m. on Zoom. Watch a 
member-chosen movie every week and discuss it at the 
SIG meeting.  
Contact: Marty Bender (mbender@tds.net).  

Creative Writing 
Meets every other Thursday (4/9, 4/23) 1:00 p.m. on Zoom. 
Prompted writing assignments are shared for group 
feedback.  
Contact: Pam Otis (lakesregion@comcast.net). 
 

Lunch Bunch 
Meets to enjoy a lunch together – no set schedule.  Next 
meeting 4/15. 

Contact: Jean Russell (j6russ@aol.com) to get on the 
mailing list.  
 

Ice Cream 
Meets weekly during the summer to explore ice cream 
shops in the Capital Region. (on hiatus). 
Contact: Jacki Fogarty (jgfogarty228@aol.com).  

 

Seacoast 

Favorite Local Hiking Trails SIG 
Meets monthly at 10:00 a.m. to hike (rain or shine) or 
snowshoe. No hike in April. 
Contact: Sandy O’Neill (sandy_oneill@comcast.net). 
 

Public Policy SIG 
Meets on the third Thursday of the month at 10:00 a.m. on 
Zoom to discuss domestic and international policy; diverse 
perspectives welcome to promote robust discussion in a 
safe environment! On hiatus until May. 

Contact: Tessa McDonnell (tessamcd@comcast.net). 

Manchester 
 

Happy Hour 
Meets monthly on a Tuesday 6:00-7:00 p.m. on Zoom to 
share drinks and desserts, discuss wine and spirits and 
enjoy a themed virtual get-together whose motto is “Zoom 
responsibly.” Next meeting 4/21 – Chocolate. 
Contact: Dennis McGivern (dmcgivern52@gmail.com).  
 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
Meets on the first and third Monday of the month at 3:00 
p.m. on Zoom. Share observations and experiences on all 
things AI. 

Contact: Jim Isaak (OLLI@jimisaak.com). 
 

Lunch Bunch 
No set schedule. Get on a mailing list for information. 
Contact: Mike Baker (mbmikebaker0@gmail.com).  

 

Mt. Washington Valley 

Hiking/Walking 
Meets in the fall and spring; no set schedule; get on a 
mailing list for information.  

Contact: John Rozek (eajohninnh@yahoo.com). 
 

Snowshoe/Spikes Winter Hiking 
Meets in winter; no set schedule; get on a mailing list for 
information.  
Contact: Betsy Gemmecke (betsygemmecke@gmail.com).  

 

Candlepin Bowling 
Meets monthly at Saco Valley Sports Center at 1:00 p.m. 
on selected days for fun. Next meeting 4/8.  
Contact: Barb Butler (barbara.butler@yahoo.com). 

Munch Bunch 
Meets to enjoy breakfast or lunch together on the fourth 
Friday of the month. Next meeting 4/17. 
Contact: Diane Rozek (owlsandeagles317@gmail.com). 
 

Ice Cream Trail 
Meets in the summer to visit specialty ice cream shops in 
the MWV area. (on hiatus) 
Contact: Cindy Graham (graham02171@gmail.com). 

SIGs (Shared Interest Groups)  

 

Try out a SIG this month! They’re 

fun and there’s no commitment. 
 

Got an idea for a SIG? Contact 

your learning region’s Central 

Committee. 

A mind that is stretched by a new experience 

can never go back to its old dimensions. 
 

Oliver Wendell Holmes 

mailto:mbender@tds.net
mailto:lakesregion@comcast.net
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mailto:dmcgivern52@gmail.com
mailto:mbmikebaker0@gmail.com
mailto:eajohninnh@yahoo.com
mailto:betsygemmecke@gmail.com
mailto:barbara.butler@yahoo.com
mailto:owlsandeagles317@gmail.com
mailto:graham02171@gmail.com


 

 

 

 
 
  

Leadership Council meetings are generally held on the Zoom platform on the fourth Monday of the month from      

10:00 a.m. to noon, giving members the opportunity to observe our governance structure firsthand.  
The next meeting will be Monday, April 27.  All members are welcome.  

Contact John Russell, at russelljohnt@comcast.net for information or a Zoom link.  
   

 
A Few 
Final 

Words 

YOU Have the Power 
 

You can improve the quality of your own member 
experience! 

 

Expectations are powerful things. How well your expectations are met makes 

you happy or angry. So, managing your expectations and helping to make them 

easier to meet could make you happier. 
 

Read – actually READ – the communication from your Class Assistant or Zoom 

Moderator. Yes, it’s a form letter – but one which contains information you need. 
 

Get prepared for your class in plenty of time.  

• Double check the location and parking information. 

• Check for your Zoom link AT LEAST an hour before class start time and call the 

office at that time if you can’t find it. 

• Be sure you are going to the section of the course in which you are actually 
enrolled. Though we won’t turn you away if you come to the wrong section, 

overcrowding can be a  problem. 

 

“To leave the world better than you found it, sometimes 
you have to pick up other people’s trash.” 

— Bill Nye, The Science Guy  
 

Many of us remember the first Earth Day on April 22, 

1970. As described in Britannica.com, “In the late 1960s 
there was an increased awareness of environmental 

concerns among Americans, and the prominent 

environmentalist and U.S. Senator, Gaylord Nelson 

sought to galvanize the conservation movement through 
the creation of a national celebration. To this end, Nelson, 

whose efforts in Congress included the passing of 

legislation that protected the Appalachian Trail and the 
banning of the use of the pesticide DDT, hired Denis 

Hayes, a graduate student at Harvard University. They 

sought to infuse the energy of student-led anti-war 
activism with the public’s emerging environmental 

consciousness in order to propel environmental 

protections into the national political agenda. Together  

they organized the first Earth Day, which took place 
on April 22, 1970, and was designed as an “environment-

tal teach-in” that would educate participants in the 

importance of environmental conservation." 
 

 

Although Curriculum Committees didn’t target Earth Day 
as a theme for OLLI at UNH, the interest of OLLI members 

is evident in the number and variety of courses that focus 

on some aspect of the environment: 
 Let's Go Hiking 

 Climate Meets Weather: Understanding Our 

Changing World 
 Understanding Wildfire: Factors, Risk & History in 

New Hampshire 

 Introduction to Honeybees 

 Unlocking the Potential of a Quarter-Acre with 
Permaculture Gardening 

 Water: What It Takes to Make it Clean & Available 

 Why is Hot Weather Worrisome? 
 Great Bay National Wildlife Refuge Walk 

 Kayaking the Contoocook 
 

I hope you celebrate Earth Day by enjoying the outdoors, 

taking a class or two, and "picking up someone  else’s 

trash"! 
 

And the monthly joke:    
What tastes better than it smells?  A tongue. 

 

Watch out for jokesters on April Fool's Day --- Enjoy! 
 

Chair’s Chat
 Submitted by Su Bennett, Chair, Leadership Council 

 

Member Survey 
Deadline: April 6 

Click HERE 

mailto:russelljohnt@comcast.net
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Earth-Day
https://mail.aol.com/d/search/keyword=OLLI%2520at%2520the%2520University/messages/AAFaK4tyg9l4tc8mT3MBhKeUyji?guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly9sb2dpbi5hb2wuY29tLw&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAANNVkHrhUJ0PDkxnEZUUgVVGUfESsRE__VwGLXY03F1RH6Iu8T3H5yTvgRn5QWjboh1-59IAgXi-_wh5NgGdGEJTRy7sQI2lJGukcYmCxgclA1irMgxwsNXPxg_ZSVyXN55aRhTJG3TcGwSZm2C3VS76ZjzBvUr7EpHkWMnJOPHY


 

 

 
  

 

April Calendar 
Meetings are by Zoom unless otherwise noted. 
NOTE: Dates and contact information of SIG meetings (including Book Clubs) are now found on the SIG and Book Club 
pages. 
 

OLLI at the University of New Hampshire 
1 Leavitt Drive, Durham NH 03824 

(603) 862-OLLI (6554)                         olli.office@unh.edu 

            unh.edu/OLLI                  OLLI National Resource Center 
 

Learning regions:  Capital Region, Greater Manchester,  

Mt. Washington Valley & the Seacoast 

 

The Outlook is published monthly and sent to 
all current OLLI members. OLLI members are 
invited to submit articles of interest to the 
general membership. Articles, pictures and 
comments may be emailed to Outlook at 
OLLIOutlook@aol.com.  Thank you. 

                       Jacki G. Fogarty, Editor 

Class of 2012 
 

Capital Region 
Monday, April 13  Capital Region Central Committee – 10:00 a.m. (Jean Russell, contact) 
 

Greater Manchester Region 
Monday, April 6  Manchester Curriculum Committee – 1:30 p.m. (Jim Mahoney, contact) 

Friday, April 24  Manchester Central Committee – 10:00 a.m., UNH-Manchester (Steve Spain, contact) 
 

Mt. Washington Valley Region 
Wednesday, April 8 MWV Central Committee – 10:30 a.m., UNH Extension Services (Cindy Graham, contact) 
 

Seacoast Region 
Thursday, April 9  Seacoast Curriculum/Central Committee – 1:30 p.m. (Lynne Brosch, contact) 
 

Statewide Meetings and Events 
Thursday, April 23 OLL About OLLI – 4:00 p.m. (Toniann Leavitt, contact) 

Monday, April 27  Leadership Council – 10:00 a.m. (John Russell, contact) 
 

Looking Ahead 
June - August  J-Term Summer Courses – to be announced 

 
Directory of Contacts’ Email Addresses and Directory of Class and Event Locations 
– Click here or scroll down to the next page. 

 

mailto:olli.office@unh.edu
https://d.docs.live.net/ee9db692fa892178/Documents/OLLI/Outlook/Outlook%202023/Outlook%20Docs%20202307/unh.edu/OLLI
http://nrc.northwestern.edu/
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Directory (Addendum) 
 

Contact Email Addresses 

Iris Altilio             olli.volunteer.concord.iris@gmail.com  
Dee Angwin  deirdreangwin@outlook.com  
Mike Baker  mbmikebaker0@gmail.com 
Marty Bender  mbender@tds.net 
Su Bennett  subennett74@gmail.com 
Tori Berube  tori.berube@unh.edu  
Lynne Brosch  lrugg1224@aol.com 
Barb Butler   barbara.butler@yahoo.com  
Mary Davies  marbob75@yahoo.com 
Peg Fargo  pegfargo7762@outlook.com 
Jacki Fogarty  jgfogarty228@aol.com 
Donna Frost  dfrost49@hotmail.com 
Jan Gagne  jgagne7844@gmail.com  
Betsy Gemmecke betsygemmecke@gmail.com 
Cindy Graham  graham02171@gmail.com 
Kathy Gray  kbushmv@gmail.com  
Jim Isaak  OLLI@jimisaak.com  
Benny Jesseman  bjesseman1@roadrunner.com 
 
 

 

Sharon Kace  sskace13@gmail.com 
Jim Mahoney  jmahoney@anselm.edu 
Tessa McDonnell tessa.mcdonnell@unh.edu  
Dennis McGivern dmcgivern52@gmail.com 
Glenn Meyers  ggmeyers45@icloud.com 
Bob Muzerall  bmuzerall@gmail.com  
Pat Nicolino  pfnico07@gmail.com 
Beth Northcott  bnorthc528@sbcglobal.net 
Sandy O’Neill  sandy_oneill@comcast.net 
Pam Otis  lakesregion@comcast.net 
Diane Parks  dparks43@aol.com 
Diane Rozek  owlsandeagles317@gmail.com  
John Rozek   eajohninnh@yahoo.com 
Jean Russell  j6russ@aol.com  
John Russell  russelljohnt@comcast.net 
Margie Soroka  margiesoroka@gmail.com 
Steve Spain  steven.j.spain@gmail.com 
Martha Walsh  mmarywalsh48@gmail.com  

 
 

OLLI Class & Event Locations OLLI at UNH is a department within the 
Office of Online & Continuing Education. 

 

OLLI Office Contact Information 
OLLI.office@unh.edu  
(603) 862-OLLI (6554) 

 

Mailing Address  
OLLI at UNH, 1 Leavitt Lane, 

Durham NH 03824 
 

Website 
unh.edu/OLLI 

 

Administrative Team   

Contact Information 
 

Toniann Leavitt, Director 

Toniann.Leavitt@unh.edu  

(603) 862-0599 
 

Tori Berube, Program Manager  

Tori.Berube@unh.edu 
(603) 825-0600 

 

Bryan Whittier, Enrollment Coordinator  

Bryan.Whittier@unh.edu 
(603)  862-OLLI (6554) 

 

Tessa McDonnell, Program Support  
Tessa.McDonnell@unh.edu     

(603) 491-7370 

City Wide Community Center 

14 Canterbury Road, Concord 
 

Mt. Washington Observatory 

Offices (MWOO) 
2779 White Mountain Highway, 

North Conway 
 

UNH Manchester 

88 Commercial Street, Manchester 
Remember your parking pass 

 

Professional Development & 
Training (PD&T) 

230 Commerce Way, Portsmouth 
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