
HYMNS AFFIRMING THE 
LGBTQIA2S+ COMMUNITY



Songs for the Holy Other

In our society and in our churches, we continue to build walls marking “out” and “in”. We continue to mark 
boundaries of “us” and “them”, of “normal” and “other”. Songs for the Holy Other aims to provide congregations 
working to dismantle these walls with a toolbox of hymns by and for those who identify as members of the 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, pansexual, transgender, nonbinary, queer, questioning, intersex, asexual, aromantic, 
two-spirit, and other sexual/gender minority (LGBTQIA2S+) community and their allies. For many members 
of the LGBTQIA2S+ community, assimilation is not an option; we continue to be othered for our identities, 
relationship-styles, dis/abilities, race, economic status, and more. The title, Songs for the Holy Other, is a self-
conscious claiming of otherness as holy and beloved of God. We who have been labeled as “wholly other” are 
claiming our holiness, and reclaiming our otherness as a prophetic witness to the church. 

Hymn writer and theologian Rev. Dr. Carl P. Daw, Jr., FHS writes:
“Human otherness (of whatever kind) provides a sacramental reminder of the ultimate otherness of 
God, and openness to human otherness has the potential to enlarge our perception of and receptivity 
to divine otherness. It is also an essential element of human maturity to recognize otherness, i.e. 
to know where the self ends and otherness begins, whether that otherness be other people or 
non-human objects. From a theological perspective, “otherness” is a necessary dimension of the 
movement from the disappointments of self-sufficiency to the assurances of trust in God.”

The gifts God has given us are not in spite of our otherness, our queerness, our LGBTQIA2S+ identities, but 
rather our identities are inextricably tied up in our God-given gifts, and are, in and of themselves, a gift to the 
church, as we reflect the rainbow diversity of God’s creation.

This collection emerged from a desire to make queer hymns — hymns by, for, or about the LGBTQIA2S+ 
community — accessible to a wider range of congregations. While the idea emerged from the membership 
of the The Hymn Society in the United States and Canada, and the committee was made up of LGBTQIA2S+ 
and allied members of The Hymn Society, it would not have been possible without the support of the staff and 
executive committee of the The Hymn Society. We also realize that there are many more authors and composers 
than we could include in this collection. We celebrate the contributions of those who have paved the way for this 
collection, and hope to create a dynamic resource of additional resources that are available to congregations in 
the near future. 

Songs for the Holy Other Working Group
Cedar Klassen, Kitchener, ON - Coordinator*

CJ Redden-Liotta, Annandale, VA - Music Editor*
David Bjorlin, Chicago, IL - Executive Committee Liaison

Stephanie Budwey, Nashville, TN*
Tom Baynham, St. Louis, MO

Matthew Messenger, Manassas, VA
T. Wes Moore, Pollocksville, NC

Slats Toole, Princeton, NJ*
*These members self-identify as members of the LGBTQIA2S+ community



Contents
	 Text Author/		  Composer/			 
Title	 Songwriter	 Tune Name	 Arranger

A Hymn for Self-Acceptance	 Wesley King	 BEACH SPRING	 Ronald Nelson
Alchemy of Healing	 Gilo	 COLUMCILLE	 John Bell
All Belong Here	 Lenora Rand		  Hannah Rand
All Colors of the Rainbow	 Carl P. Daw	 ABBOT’S LEIGH	 Cyril Taylor
As Colors in the Sky	 Dan Damon	 COLORS IN THE SKY	 Dan Damon
Blest Be the Holy Other	 Dan Windham	 EVAN	 William Havergal
Christ Our Health	 Edward Moran	 ST. THOMAS	 John F. Wade
Fearfully, Wonderfully Made	 Nathan Crabtree and Erik Whitehill		
For all the Children	 David Lohman
For Those Who Suffered	 Benjamin Smith	 MEMORIA	 Benjamin Smith
God Calls You Good	 Paul Vasile	
God Gave This World	 Carmen Llanos	 ENVIADO	 Pedro Infante
God Loves Us in Mysterious Ways	 Edward Moran	 DUNDEE	 Scottish Psalter
God of Many Faces	 Amy Cerniglia	 SLANE	 Jack Schrader
God of Queer,Trangressive Spaces	 Edward Moran	 HARRISONBURG	 Daniel Landes
God of Queer, Transgressive Spaces	 Edward Moran	 CONVERSE	 Charles Converse
God’s Limitless Imagination	 David Lohman
God’s Love is Boundless	 Adam M.L. Tice	 NEW VISION	 Sally Ann Morris
I Know That God Loves Me	 Sherry Klinedinst	
I Met a Stranger on the Road	 David Bjorlin	 KINGSFOLD	 R. Vaughan Williams
I Shall Not Leave from by Your Side	 Chris Shelton	 PROSPECT	 David N. Johnson
Impartial, Compassionate God	 Adrienne Stricker	 ST. DENIO	 Welsh Tune
Jesus, You Have Truly Called Us	 Dan Damon	 BEACH SPRING	 Dan Damon
Like the Weeping Willow	 Amy Sens	 ROVING GAMBLER	 Traditional
Love Astounding	 Jeannette Lindholm	 HOLY MANNA	 William Moore
Love’s Rage and Grief	 Jeannette Lindholm	 BANGOR	 William Tans’ur	
Lovely, Needy People	 Lenora Rand		   Gary Rand
New Patterns for Living	 Barbara Hamm	 ST. DENIO	 Welsh Tune
O God, Bestow Your Love and Care	 Barbara Hamm	 MARRIAGE HYMN	 Barbara Hamm
Pour Your Freedom Over Me	 Cheryl Bragg	
Queerly Beloved	 Amanda Udis-Kessler
Quirky Queer and Wonderful	 Adam M.L. Tice	 THE Q TUNE	 Sally Ann Morris
Rest in Power	 Elaine Romaneli
Rise Up	 Kim Jamae Williams	 AUTYMN	 Kim Jamae Williams
Sing a New World into Being	 Mary Louise Bringle	 NETTLETON	 American Tune
Sing a New World into Being	 Mary Louise Bringle		  Brian Hehn
The Dove Will Fly on Mended Wing	 Tim Reaburn	 O WALY WALY	 CJ Redden-Liotta
The Heart Will Choose the One It Loves	 Barbara Hamm	 HEART’S CHOICE	 Barbara Hamm
The Kingdom of God is the Queerest of Nations	 Amanda Udis-Kessler
The Love That Goes Unspoken	 Mary Louise Bringle	 LLANGLOFFAN	 Welsh Tune
Transfigure Me	 Christopher Grundy	
We Are a Rainbow	 David Kai	 SLOCAN	 David Kai
We Are The Hidden	 Slats Toole	 HIDDEN	 Megan Coiley
We’ll Build a World	 David Lohman
Weary Seekers	 Gretchen Toler Debus	 SEEKER	 Ben A. David Hensley
When Comes the Time	 John Schimminger	 DANBY	 R. Vaughan Williams
Who Is the Alien	 Mary Louise Bringle	 STAR IN THE EAST	 Marty Haugen
With Open Hearts	 Mary-Ellen Kish		  Gwen Chapman

The authors and composers in boldface type have self-identified as a member of the LGBTQIA2S+ Community. 



Using the Collection
The Hymn Society in the United States and Canada offers this resource for use by churches and individuals. 
The publishers, authors, and composers have graciously granted permission for use of any of the hymns in this 
collection at no royalty cost for a period of two months. Beyond two months of usage, copyright permission 
must be obtained. If your church is a member of One License or CCLI, you are encouraged to report your 
usage there as you would customarily do. Copyrights held by GIA and Augsburg Fortress are covered under the 
OneLicense copyright license. Copyrights held by Hope Publishing are covered under the OneLicense and CCLI 
copyright licenses. Contact information for other copyright holders is listed below. 
A Hymn for Self-Acceptance 
©2019 Wesley King
wesleykingmusic@gmail.com

Alchemy of Healing ©2017 Gilo
www.patreon.com/Gilohymnwriter

All Belong Here ©2017 Plural Guild Music
pluralguild.com (CCLI)

All the Colors of the Rainbow 
©2016 Hope Publishing Co. 
 
ABBOT’S LEIGH  
©1941, 1970. Hope Publishing Co.  

As Colors in the Sky 
©2016 Hope Publishing Co. 

Blest Be the Holy Other 
©2019 Dan Windham
daniel.windham@garrett.edu

Christ Our Health ©1984 Edward Moran
emoran8688@aol.com

Fearfully, Wonderfully Made 
©2019 Nathan Crabtree and Erik Whitehill
bowtiecrabtree@gmail.com

For all the Children 
©2007 David Lohman Music
www.davidlohmanmusic.com

For Those Who Suffered 
©2019 Benjamin Smith	
bws321@gmail.com

God Calls You Good ©2017 Paul Vasile
www.paulvasile.com

God Gave This World 
©2017 Carmen Llanos
revcarmenllanos@gmail.com

God Loves Us in Mysterious Ways  
©2015 Edward Moran
emoran8688@aol.com

God of Many Faces 
©2019 Amy Cernigli
amycerniglia@gmail.com

God of Queer, Trangressive Spaces  
©2007, 2019 Edward Moran
emoran8688@aol.com	

HARRISONBURG 
©2007 Smith Creek Music 
www.smithcreekmusic.com

God’s Limitless Imagination 
©2017 David Lohman Music
www.davidlohmanmusic.com

God’s Love is Boundless 
©2016, GIA Publications, Inc.

I Know That God Loves Me 
©2006 Sherry Klinedinst
yukaminute@yahoo.com

I Met a Stranger on the Road 
©2018 GIA Publications Inc. 

I Shall Not Leave from by Your Side
©2018 Chris Shelton
cdsbpc@gmail.com

Impartial, Compassionate God 
©2019 Adrienne Stricker
adrienne.stricker@gmail.com	

Jesus, You Have Truly Called Us
©2019 Hope Publishing Co. 

Like the Weeping Willow ©2019 Amy Sens
revamysens@gmail.com

Love Astounding ©1999 Jeannette Lindholm
Love’s Rage and Grief   
©2017 Jeannette Lindholm
jeannettemlindholm@gmail.com

Lovely, Needy People  
©2015 Plural Guild Music
pluralguild.com (CCLI)

New Patterns for Living  
©2018 Hope Publishing Co. 

O God, Bestow Your Love and Care  
©2015 Hope Publishing Co. 

Pour Your Freedom Over Me  
©2009 Cheryl Bragg
whosoevermusic59@gmail.com

Queerly Beloved  
©2019 Amanda Udis-Kessler
audiskessler@coloradocollege.edu

Quirky Queer and Wonderful 
 ©2015, 2018 GIA Publications, Inc. 
Rest in Power ©2018 Elaine Romaneli
elaine@elaineromanelli.com

Rise Up ©2019 Kim Jamae Williams
kwsacredmusic@aol.com

Sing a New World into Being 
Text ©2006 GIA Publications, Inc.

Sing a New World into Being
Music ©2020 Brian Hehn
brian@thehymnsociety.org

The Dove Will Fly on Mended Wing   
©2019 Tim Reaburn
reaburn@golden.net

The Heart Will Choose the One It Loves	
©2015 Barbara Hamm
mstaize@yahoo.com

The Kingdom of God is the Queerest of Nations 
©2019 Amanda Udis-Kessler
audiskessler@coloradocollege.edu

The Love That Goes Unspoken	
©2006 GIA Publications, Inc. 

Transfigure Me 
©2011 Hand and Soil Music (CCLI)	

We Are a Rainbow ©2017 David Kai	
davidwkai@gmail.com

We Are The Hidden ©2019 Slats Toole	
HIDDEN ©2019 Megan Coiley
callmeslats@gmail.com

We’ll Build a World
©2010, 2014 David Lohman Music
www.davidlohmanmusic.com

Weary Seekers ©2019 Gretchen Toler Debus
SEEKER ©2019 Ben A. David Hensley
gftoler@gmail.com

When Comes the Time ©2017  
John Schimminger	
johnwschimminger@yahoo.com

Who Is the Alien ©2002 GIA Publications, Inc.

With Open Hearts © 2008 Mary-Ellen Kish
www.mekishmusic.com



Text © 2019 Wesley King

Harmonization ©1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used with permission. 

 

 

When

Years

You

you

and

are

feel

years,

worth

change

beg

more

might

ging

than

-

be

for

you

hope

turn

real

less,

ing

ize.

-

-

-

when

in

You

you've

to

are

-

giv

some

won

en

thing

der

-

-

-

up

that

ful-

on

you're

ly-

God,

not.

made

 

 

when

The

in

you

wrong

the

feel

im

prayer

you're

you

age-

not

have

of

worth

been

our

sav

pray

Mo

ing,

ing.

ther,

-

-

-

that

You

Fa

your

are

ther,-

be

not

Pa

ing

God's

rent,

-

-

ness

af

all

- is

ter

the

-

flawed.

thought.

same.

-

 

 

When

You

Don't

your

are

let

made

doc

prayers still

as

trines-

seem

God

of

un

in

our

an

tend

church

-

-

swered,

ed.

es

-

-

-

not

You

use

a

are

the

sound

per

Word

from

fect—

to

-

the

flaw

mis

Di

less

con

-

-

vine,

too!

strue,

-

-

 

 

may

May

for

be

each

it's

- you

one

writ

have

of

ten-

been

you

in

mis

re

the

ta

mem

scrip

-

-

ken.

ber,

tures,

-

-

-

God

no

sure

is

thing

ly

-

-

send

sev

God

ing

ers

de

-

-

you

God

lights-

a

from

in

sign.

you.

you!

3

2

3

2

&

b

1.

2.

3.

A Hymn for Self-Acceptance

BEACH SPRING 

B.F. White, harm. Ronald A. Nelson
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Words ©2017 Gilo. www.patreon.com/Gilohymnwriter

Harmonization ©1992 WGRG, Iona Community (admin. GIA Publications, Inc.). Used with permission.  
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& ## c ∑B m A ∑G ∑B m F#m7 ∑G

& ## ‰ . rœ œ .œ œ œ œ
When you’re not sure who you

Verse 1
B m A

œ œ œ œ Ó
real ly are,

G ‰ . rœ œ .œ œ .œ œ
When all you feel is the

B m F#m7

-

& ## œ œ œ œ œ Œ
shape of your scars,

G ‰ . rœ œ œ œ œ .œ œ œ
And you have more wounds than

B m F#m7 œ œ œ œ Œ œ œ œ
you can count, O pen your

G

-

& ## 42 cœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
eyes, look all a round, You aren’t a

G A

œ œ œ œ
lone, this is your

B m

.˙ Œ
home.

A/C#
- -

& ## .. œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
Come and re mem ber who you

Chorus
D

œ .˙
are here.

B m7

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
Do this to re mem ber who I

G

- -- -

& ## .˙ Œ
am.

A œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
Come and re mem ber you be

D

œ œ Œ .œ œ
long here. All be

B m7

œ ˙ Œ
long here.

G ∑
2nd time to Bridge

- - - -

& ## ∑B m7 A ∑G ∑B m F#m7 ∑G

& ## ‰ . rœ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
WhenWhen youyou don’tdon’t knowknow howhow toto forfor give,give,

Verse 2
B m A

œ Œ Ó
G Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

WhenWhen lockedlocked doorsdoors seemseem likelike thethe

B m F#m7

-

All Belong Here
as recorded by The Many

Lyrics by Lenora Rand
Music by Hannah Rand

© 2017  Plural Guild Music
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last time hold on G chord
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onon lyly wayway toto live,live,
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AndAnd you’veyou’ve gotgot moremore quesques tionstions thanthan

B m7 F#m7
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youyou cancan count,count, OO penpen youryour

G

- - -

& ## 42 c ..œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
eyes,eyes, looklook allall aa round,round, YouYou aren’taren’t a

G A

œ œ œ œ
lone, this is your

B m7

.˙ Œ
home.

A/C#
- -

& ## ‰ jœ œ œ œ œ œ
At this ta ble

Bridge
G œ .œ œ œ Œ

come as you are,

Asus œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
bro ken and bleed ing's o k.

B m F#m7

œ Œ Ó
G

- - - -

& ## ‰ jœ œ œ œ œ œ
At this ta ble

G œ .œ œ œ Œ
eat and be filled,

Asus œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
come and drink in this grace.

B m A
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to ChorusG
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Harrisonburg  87.87
W. Daniel Landes, 2007
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Words © 2007, 2019 by Edward Moran. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Music © 2007 by Smith Creek Music, Nashville, TN 37214.  www.smithcreekmusic.com   All rights reserved. 
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N.B. We have included both tunes for this collection to reflect the new tune composed for this text 
and the original tune the author intended. 
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God’s Love Is Boundless
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at New Vision United Church of Christ, Canton, Ohio
Meter: 10 10 10 10

God’s love is boundless; no depth and no height
can plunge us in shadows or hide us from sight.
No present, no future, no span is too far;
God remains with us, wherever we are.

There is no border enclosing God’s love;
no limit to test, no below, no above.
No center to strive for, no margin to fear;
Anywhere, everywhere, God is still here.

People make limits, and mark “out” and “in”
to name some unworthy and tainted by sin.
But when we are “out,” Love provides us a place:
we have a home in God’s infinite grace!

Text: Adam M. L. Tice, b.1979; © 2016, GIA Publications, Inc.
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I Shall Not Leave from by Your Side 
 
Meter:  LM 
 

I shall not leave from by your side; 
   where you will live, I shall abide. 
Where you will go, I’ll walk with you. 
   Where you will sleep, I’ll slumber, too. 
 
Your people, I shall call my own: 
   flesh of my flesh, and bone of bone; 
and to your God I’ll sing my praise, 
   the One whose love shall fill our days. 
 
And when, at last, you close your eyes, 
   and angels bid your soul to rise, 
my heart shall fly to heaven with you, 
   for death cannot such love undo. 

 
 May God, who binds us heart to heart, 
    abide with us, and never part. 
 Though joy or pain may round us roll, 
    the love of God shall make us whole. 
     
Text: Chris Shelton, 2018 
 

This hymn sets the song of Ruth to Naomi in Ruth 1:16-17, one of the great love texts of Scripture. It is primarily 
about the love between two women – though Ruth’s final words are very much a prayer, asking that God prevent 
even death from parting them. While we often reserve such songs for weddings – if Scripture is able to sing of 
human love, shouldn’t we? The text was built with the rising and falling sound of the Southern Harmony tune, 
PROSPECT, in mind.  
 

 



Words ©2018 Chris Shelton

Harmonization ©1968 Augsburg Fortress 
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Intro 
Em  /  |  Em/D   /  |  C maj7  /  |  B   /  
 
 
Verse 1 
        Em          Bm/D    Em/C      B 
Rise up to  -  day and stand as one 
     Am9       B 
In love and uni  -  ty 
          Em          Bm/D       Em/C    B 

Let’s  recog  -  nize each child of God 
            Am     B             Em         
Cre  -  ated   beauti -  f’lly   
          Am                   Em/G 
En  -  graved upon God’s loving hands 
          Am/F#          B  
Each one of us by name 
              C                               D2 
Com  -  pletely known and loved by God 
          Am9      Baug        Em 
Each beating heart the same 
 
Interlude 
        Em           Em/D      Cmaj7                B 
Rise up!  Rise up!    In   love and uni  -  ty 
 
Verse 2 
            Em      Bm/D     Em/C   B 
Reach out to all hu  -  mani-   ty 
       Am9        B 
For we define the church  
         Em         Bm/D   Em/C   B 

May we look inward at the  heart                        
      Am          B             Em 
To see each person’s worth 
        
 
 

 
        Am                     Em/G  
Our lovingkindness brings great hope 
      Am/F#                      B 
To those in deep de  -  spair 
            C                         D2  
We’re called to be the light of Christ 
    Am9     Baug      Em 
A beacon every  -  where 
 
Interlude 
 
Verse 3 
       Em            Bm/D     Em/C         B 
For some the day has  now ar  -  rived 
        Am9           B      
The truth no longer hides 
        Em           Bm/D       Em/C       B 

The chains of hopeless  -  ness and fear 
           Am   B    Em 
Re  -  placed by joy and pride 
         Am                        Em/G 
May we rise up, to  -  gether strong 
           Am/F#             B 
Em  -  bracing human hearts 
            C                                   D2 
Pro  -  claiming God’s great love for all 
          Am9        Baug      Em 
With freedom to im  -  part 
 
Interlude 
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Verse 4 
          Em      Bm/D       Em/C      B 
Re  -  ceive God’s love that nev  -  er fails 
       Am9           B 
No ridicule or blame 
    Em           Bm/D   Em/C    B 

A love that will not let us    go 
       Am      B          Em 
An ever  -  lasting flame  
 
          Am                    Em/G         Am/F#     B 
Re  -  gardless of i  -  dentity or sexuali  -  ty 
             C  D2 
Christ died for all and welcomes all 
         Am9   Baug    Em 
In  -  to e -  terni  -  ty 
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For Dee Dressler and the transgender community.  Brave journey.
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We Are a Rainbow   an affirming hymn 

Words and music by David Kai ©2017      Tune: Slocan 

 

And God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 

Genesis 1: 3 (RSV) 

 

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, ...” I establish my covenant 

with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and 

never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” God said, “This is the 

sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living 

creature that is with you, for all future generations: I have set my bow in the 

clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth.”  

Genesis 9: 8, 11-13  (NRSV) 

 

Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of 

his old age: and he made him a coat of many colors. 

Genesis 37: 3 (KJV) 

 

Weeping may linger for the night, but joy comes with the morning.  

Psalm 30: 5b (NRSV) 

 

“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after 

lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it 

gives light to all in the house.” 

Matthew 5: 14, 15 (NRSV) 

 

These scriptures are the inspiration behind this hymn written particularly for 

affirming ministries. The hymn draws on rainbow and rainbow-coloured 

imagery in the Bible, and the imagery of light which is composed of rainbow 

colors. The hymn suggests that affirming ministries have a badly needed  light 

which they can proudly share with the world. 

 

 

 

 

 



We Are a Rainbow     

Words and music by David Kai ©2017      Tune: Slocan (see below) 

 

We’re the light of all the world, we are a city on a hill, 

We’re a candle on a stand proclaiming light, 

We will not hide our lamp beneath a bushel any more, 

We will shine a ray of hope that’s burning bright. 

 

Chorus: We are a rainbow, sign of covenant and peace, 

      For the flood of tears will finally cease to be, 

      Come shine your rainbow, splash your hues across the sky,  

      Paint the world in colors proud and bold and free. 

 

We’re a coat of many colors, sewn from many different threads, 

Covering all in warmth, in welcome and in grace, 

God said “Let there be light”, created every varied shade, 

In the rainbow each of us can find a place.  Chorus: 

 

We are hope to still believe in tomorrow’s better day, 

We are peace in a world that’s torn apart, 

We are joy that will last in all the struggles that we face, 

We are love that blooms and grows in every heart.  Chorus: 

 

When we face the storms of life, we will never be alone, 

For our God will be with us on the way, 

Hand in hand, side by side, we won’t be frightened* any more, 

As the mourning night of tears breaks into day.  Chorus: 

 

*alt: clobbered 
 

It is my custom to name my hymn tunes after camps and ghost towns where Canadians of 

Japanese descent were interned during the Second World War. In this way I hope to ensure 

that these places will not be forgotten. 

 

SATB anthem version available from David Kai: davidwkai@gmail.com 

www.sites.google.com/site/davidwkaismusic 
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Who is the al i- en?- Who is the out cast?-

Who is the hun gry- one barred from the feast?

Who is the wi dow,- the slave, and the or phan?-

These are our neigh bors,- the last and the least.
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