
 
 

 

A MESSAGE FROM OHIO EPA 

Ohio EPA’s mission is to protect human health and the environment. Success in protecting 

Ohio’s residents and natural resources involves both the agency and the regulated community. 

Small businesses, communities, and individuals have limited time to search for the resources 

and tools necessary to achieve and maintain compliance with environmental laws. The Ohio 

EPA’s Division of Environmental and Financial Assistance (DEFA) seeks to empower businesses 

and communities to be successful in regulatory compliance through education, outreach, and 

hands-on assistance. Within DEFA, the Office of Compliance Assistance and Pollution 

Prevention (OCAPP) offers free and confidential technical assistance to businesses and 

communities to help them understand and meet Ohio’s environmental regulations. 

Additionally, within DEFA, the Office of Financial Assistance offers financial resources to help 

the regulated community achieve compliance and address infrastructure needs.  

OCAPP is a one-stop shop for regulated entities seeking resources to understand and comply 

with environmental regulations. OCAPP’s assistance is free and confidential. OCAPP’s services 

consists of on-site compliance visits, identifying and understanding regulatory requirements, 

help completing forms and obtaining permits, support in coming back into compliance in the 

event of a violation notification, training events, and plain-English publications. Additionally, 

OCAPP staff can assess business practices to suggest ways to reduce wastes and emissions 

resulting in lower costs to businesses and less regulatory oversight. Recycling and Litter 

Prevention grants are offered to businesses and communities for recycling, litter cleanup and 

scrap tire management activities, and identifying market development opportunities for 

recycling organics, plastics, rubber, and construction and demolition debris. Grant staff offer 

training courses on grant writing and will peer-review applications before submittal to assist 

applicants in developing competitive applications. Ohio EPA also honors the efforts of 

businesses and communities that are making a commitment to environmental stewardship 

through the Encouraging Environmental Excellence program.  

The Office of Financial Assistance administers the State Revolving Fund loan programs that 

provide financial aid to communities for construction and maintenance of wastewater and 

drinking water infrastructure. The program has loaned over $9 billion for construction and 

improvements to public wastewater and drinking water systems through the Water Pollution 

Control Loan Fund and the Water Supply Revolving Loan Account. Technical assistance is also 

provided to help small community wastewater treatment plants improve operations and 

efficiency.  

Businesses, communities, and individuals can contact DEFA for free and confidential assistance 

Monday-Friday, 8-5, by calling the OCAPP hotline, (800) 329-7518. 


