		
2025 COA Proposal Application Criteria 
The following questions/statements will comprise the 2025 Community Outreach Award application. Use the tips and examples below to prepare a successful proposal.

Provide a brief summary of how you intend to use project funding. Include overall goal(s) and strategy for project plan. 
TIP: Use this as an opportunity to communicate the purpose of your project and the outcome(s) that you wish to bring about. Include the essential elements of your project and the overall goals.  Keep in mind that goals can be broad, general, and intangible, but that projects should be designed to elevate food allergy as a serious public health issue by bridging gaps in existing programing within schools, communities or workplaces.

List objective(s) for this project. 
TIP: Think about the objectives and activities needed to accomplish these goals. Ask yourself the following questions: WHAT are we going to do? WHY is it important for us to accomplish this activity? WHO is going to be responsible for the activities? And WHEN do we want this to be completed?
Example Objectives:
1. In partnership with my school district, increase access to safe and affordable foods by collaborating with local community partners (e.g., school administrators, the PTA, local food banks) to set up two School Food Pantries that can accommodate students with food allergy by the end of 2025. 
2. In partnership with my place of work, organize and host virtual Lunch ‘n Learns to educate staff about food allergy safety and inclusion in the workplace by the end of 2025. 
3. Institute a (church, synagogue, temple, etc.) policy that outlines how food allergies will be managed at functions by partnering with my place of worship to host a virtual event or information session to educate the non-food allergy community about what they can do to “take food out of the mix” and to help keep those with food allergy safe by the end of 2025.

How will you demonstrate and measure success for each of your objectives?
TIP: Success can be evaluated or measured in a variety of ways depending on what your 	overall 	goal and objectives are. Two popular tools to use are quantitative tools, which measure how many, how much, how big, and so forth, and qualitative tools which allow you to measure intangible things like awareness, attitude, and appreciation. 
Example Measures:
· Tracked Data: Number of attendees at a virtual event, number of food allergy families served at local food pantry.
· Testing: Pre- and post-tests to see how many correct answers attendees give after participating in a virtual event or activity.
· Questionnaires/Surveys: Measure increases in knowledge, awareness or understanding.

What organizations, groups or companies will you collaborate and/or partner with to fulfill your project objectives?
TIP: Collaborating with other community groups can help broaden the reach and impact of your project, particularly with the goal of reaching new audiences beyond the food allergy community. Building partnerships – whether it be with government agencies (police departments, schools, etc.), other nonprofits, hospitals, youth programs, sports teams, food banks or other groups – has the potential to increase the probability for sustainable, long-term community engagement. 
How will the food allergy community benefit from this project?
TIP: Think about the impact you want to make in the food allergy community, both in the short-	term and long-term, and the potential benefits that your project will have.  Review your goals and objectives and come up with a vision for the outcome of your project after the award period ends. 

Submit a budget plan.
TIP: Use the template to outline all expenses needed to fulfill your project objectives. 

COA Review Process
Proposals will be scored based on the following categories and criteria:

	Category
	Criteria

	Completion of Application and Eligibility
	· Were all questions answered?
· Was a budget plan submitted?

	Project Objectives and Measures of Success 
	· Did the objectives relate to the goal of the project and fit into one or more of the following three categories: schools, communities and/or workplaces?
· Can the objectives be completed in the proposed timeframe with the funding requested?
· Are the objectives measurable?
· How likely are the objectives to be met?


	Demonstration of Partnerships and Collaborations
	· To what extent does this application rely on partnering and/or collaborating with other organizations and groups?
· Is a clear result of the partnership/collaboration identified including plans for long-term engagement?




	Community Impact and Benefit and Sustainable Change
	· Does applicant demonstrate how project will increase access to care and resources within underrepresented, underserved, or under-resourced communities.
· Does applicant demonstrate the potential benefits that the project will have for the food allergy community? 
· Does applicant demonstrate a sustainable long-term impact that the project will have within the community?
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