
From the Pastors 
As the New Year begins, we are 

excited to enter the season of 
Epiphany - the season of light! We do 
so this month by seeking out the light 
of Christ shining within our people at 
Immanuel. Prepare to hear stories of 
service and generosity each week. 

We will be leading up to 
January 27 - a day we want to formally 
recognize and give thanks for the 
many volunteers who serve at and through Immanuel. On that 
Sunday we will celebrate together all of the incredible things 
God accomplishes through the people of Immanuel.  

Think of the many volunteers who serve in worship: the 
musicians, ushers, communion servers, and readers. How many 
quilts do our quilters create each year? And how many awesome 
people does it take to make them? Think of the volunteers who are 
teaching in Sparks Sunday School or leading small groups in Ignite 
Youth Group.  

Community meal, Hearts 2 Care, and the soup kitchen are a 
few places where we have seen some powerful ministry in the past 
several months. We also have volunteers ramping up again to take 
Communion to homebound members and a brand new leadership 
team for Elders Rising. 

Speaking of leadership, we are grateful for the leadership 
of our congregational council and the many people who assist us 
in handling the tasks of running the church. We have had some 
very long meetings, but important decisions are being made and 
Immanuel continues to move in a positive direction.  

As we look ahead to 2019, we have some very ambitious 
goals. We know that all of them are possible because of the 
committed volunteers of our congregation. In serving, we see 
people growing in faith and living out the mission of Jesus to take 
care of the world. In serving, we also see the light of Jesus’ love 
displayed so genuinely and powerfully.  

We look forward to celebrating the generous spirit of 
Immanuel in January and are excited about some new projects for 
2019. Considering the multitude of ways we saw God at work in 
2018, we have tremendous dreams for 2019. May God bless our 
incredible volunteers and all of us at Immanuel in this New Year! 


