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AB 826 (Santiago)  
 

AB 826 (Santiago): Establishes a one-time fund to provide emergency food assistance 
for low-income persons negatively impacted by COVID-19, regardless of legal status.  
 
COVID 19 does not discriminate, yet immigrants and communities of color were already 
more likely to suffer from underlying health conditions, now putting themselves on the 
line as the essential workers sustaining California through this crisis. As a result, 
communities of color and immigrants have disproportionately been affected by the 
pandemic, losing their jobs or even their lives to COVID-19.  
 
Congress has enacted 4 relief packages to provide resources to the state, local 
governments, first respondents and those impacted, these proposals have excluded any 
form of economic relief for undocumented immigrants and their families. The economic 
crisis is making food insecurity more acute among immigrant families. It is estimated 
that one in four adults in families with noncitizens (25.5 percent) reported experiencing 
food insecurity in the previous 30 days, compared with 16.8 percent of adults whose 
family members were all citizens. 
 
The CARES Act provided additional resources to prevent families from going hungry, 
however, the lapse of funding and inaction of Congress will further place economic 
stress on low-income families.  
 
The Trump Administration has made clear that it will let children go hungry. We need 
California to help make sure everyone has enough to eat, regardless of legal status. 
 
AB 826 seeks to provide some level of relief to immigrant families and prevent them 
from going hungry by establishing a temporary emergency food assistance fund.  
 

 
Sponsors 

Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights 
 California Association of Food Banks 

Western Center on Law & Poverty 

https://calbudgetcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/CA_Budget_Center_COVID_Undocumented_Workers_04152020.pdf
https://calbudgetcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/CA_Budget_Center_COVID_Undocumented_Workers_04152020.pdf
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-08-12/immigrant-food-worker-feared-job-loss-dies-coronavirus
https://www.vox.com/2020/5/5/21244630/undocumented-immigrants-coronavirus-relief-cares-act
https://www.vox.com/2020/5/5/21244630/undocumented-immigrants-coronavirus-relief-cares-act
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/more-one-six-adults-were-food-insecure-two-months-covid-19-recession
https://www.nationalmemo.com/mnuchin-admits-white-house-held-back-food-assistance-for-hungry-kids?utm_campaign=RebelMouse&share_id=5705438&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&utm_content=The+National+Memo


           
                 

 



 

 
 
 

 



 

    
  
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
      
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Supporters  

 
California Association of Food Banks (Co-sponsor) 
Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights (Co-sponsor) 
Western Center on Law & Poverty (Co-sponsor) 
ACCESS Women’s Health Justice 
ACT for Women and Girls 
Alameda County Community Food Bank 
API Equality-LA 
API Forward Movement 
Asian Americans Advancing Justice, California 
Asian Resources, Inc. 
Bet Tzedek Legal Services 
Black Women for Wellness 
California Alternative Payment Program Association 
California Black Women’s Health Project 
California Climate and Agriculture Network 
California Domestic Workers Coalition 
California Food & Farming Network 
California Food Policy Advocates 
California Immigrant Policy Center 
California Labor Federation 
California Latinas for Reproductive Justice 
California Pan-Ethnic Health Network 
California Rural Legal Assistance Foundation 
Californians for Pesticide Reform 



Center for Law and Social Policy 
Central American Resource Center 
Central California Environmental Justice Network 
Central Coast Healthy Food Access  
Central Valley Immigrant Integration Collaborative 
Centro Binacional para el Desarrollo Indigena Oaxaqueno 
Ceres Community Project 
City Year 
Clinica Monsenor Oscar A. Romero 
Community Action Partnership of Orange County 
Community Clinic Association of Los Angeles County 
Community Services Unlimited 
Contra Costa County 
Community Bridges 
Community Health Councils 
County Welfare Directors Association of CA 
Encompass Community Services 
End Child Poverty California 
Equal Rights Advocates 
Farmworker Justice 
Fathers and Families of San Joaquin 
Feeding San Diego 
Find Food Bank 
Food for People, Humboldt County 
Food Research and Action Center 
Foodshare Ventura County 
Friends Committee on Legislation of California 
Friends of the Earth 
Head Start California 
Hunger Action Los Angeles 
Inland Coalition for Immigrant Justice 
Imperial Valley Food Bank 
Latino Coalition for a Healthy California 
Lideres Campesinas en California 
Kings Community Action Organization 
Korean Community Center of the East Bay 
Korean Resource Center 
Koreatown Youth and Community Center 
Latino Coalition for a Healthy California 
Little Tokyo Service Center 
Los Angeles Regional Food Bank 
Lutheran Office of Public Policy - California 
Madera Coalition for Community Justice 
Mayor Eric Garcetti, City of Los Angeles 



Mexican American Opportunity Foundation 
Mid-City Community Advocacy Network 
Mi Familia Vota 
Mixteco/Indigena Community Organizing Project 
National Association of Social Workers, California 
Nutrition & Fitness Collaborative of the Central Coast 
PALS for Health 
Pesticide Action Network North America 
Plumas-Sierra Community Food Council  
Redwood Empire Food Bank 
Roots Community Health Center 
Roots of Change 
Sacramento Food Bank & Family Services 
Safe Ag Safe Schools 
San Diego Hunger Coalition 
San Francisco-Marin Food Bank 
Santa Cruz Community Coalition to Overcome Racism 
Second Harvest Food Bank of Orange County 
Second Harvest Food Bank of San Joaquin and Stanislaus Counties 
Second Harvest Food Bank Santa Cruz County 
SEIU California 
Services, Immigrant Rights, and Education Network 
Slow Food California 
Share our Strength 
South Asian Network 
Southeast Asia Resource Action Center 
St. Anthony’s Foundation 
St. James Infirmary 
Street Level Health Project 
The Cambodian Family 
The Children’s Partnership 
The Fresno Center 
The Los Angeles Trust for Children’s Health 
TODEC Legal Center  
United Food and Commercial Workers, Western States Council 
United Ways of California 
University of California Cooperative Extension - Santa Rosa 
Village-Connect 
Vista Community Clinic 
Women’s International League for Peace & Freedom 
YMCA of Metropolitan Los Angeles 
 


