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כד-כג:יאשופטים

ה קוְעַתָּ אֵלאֱלֹהֵייְקֹוָּ אֱמֹרִיאֶתהוֹרִישׁיִשְרָּ אֵלעַמּוֹמִפְנֵיהָּ היִשְרָּ שֶׁנּוּוְאַתָּ אֲשֶׁראֵתהֲלאֹ:תִירָּ

שׁאוֹתוֹאֱלֹהֶיךָכְמוֹשׁיוֹרִישְׁךָ לוְאֵתתִירָּ נֵינוּאֱלֹהֵינוּיְקֹוָּקהוֹרִישׁאֲשֶׁרכָּ שׁאוֹתוֹמִפָּ :נִירָּ

Shofetim 11:23-24

So now the LORD, the God of Israel, has dispossessed the Amorites from

before His people Israel, and should you possess them? Will you not

possess that which Chemosh your god gives you to possess? So

whomever the LORD our God has dispossessed from before us, them

will we possess.
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Jewishness: Ethnicity and Heredity

ח-ז:יזבראשית

םאַחֲרֶיךָזַרְעֲךָוּבֵיןוּבֵינֶךָבֵינִיבְרִיתִיאֶתוַהֲקִמֹתִי7 םלִבְרִיתלְדֹרֹתָּ לֵאלֹהִיםלְךָלִהְיוֹתעוֹלָּ

:אַחֲרֶיךָוּלְזַרְעֲךָ לאֵתמְגֻרֶיךָאֶרֶץאֵתאַחֲרֶיךָוּלְזַרְעֲךָלְךָוְנָּתַתִי8 םלַאֲחֻזַתכְנַעַןאֶרֶץכָּ עוֹלָּ

יִיתִי הֶםוְהָּ :לֵאלֹהִיםלָּ

Bereishit 17:7-8

7I will maintain my covenant between us and your seed who will follow

you for all generations as an eternal covenant. To be your God and the

God of your seed who will follow you. 8I give to you and to your seed

who will follow you the land you are living in, all of the land of C’na’an,

as an eternal possession. And I will be their God.



Jewishness: Ethnicity and Heredity

יד-ט:כטדברים

בִיםאַתֶם9 קלִפְנֵיכֻלְכֶםהַיּוֹםנִצָּ אשֵׁיכֶםאֱלֹהֵיכֶםיְקֹוָּ אֵלאִישׁכֹלוְשֹׁטְרֵיכֶםזִקְנֵיכֶםשִׁבְטֵיכֶםרָּ :יִשְרָּ נְשֵׁיכֶםטַפְכֶם10

:מֵימֶיךָשֹׁאֵבעַדעֵצֶיךָמֵחֹטֵבמַחֲנֶיךָבְקֶרֶבאֲשֶׁרוְגֵרְךָ בְרְך11ָ תוֹאֱלֹהֶיךָיְקֹוָּקבִבְרִיתלְעָּ לָּ כֹרֵתאֱלֹהֶיךָיְקֹוָּקאֲשֶׁרוּבְאָּ

:הַיּוֹםעִמְּךָ קִיםלְמַעַן12 םלוֹהַיּוֹםאֹתְךָהָּ ךְדִבֶרכַאֲשֶׁרלֵאלֹהִיםלְךָיִהְיֶהוְהוּאלְעָּ םלַאֲבֹתֶיךָנִשְׁבַעוְכַאֲשֶׁרלָּ הָּ לְאַבְרָּ

ק :וּלְיַעֲקֹבלְיִצְחָּ נֹכִילְבַדְכֶםאִתְכֶםוְלא13ֹ הוְאֶתהַזאֹתהַבְרִיתאֶתכֹרֵתאָּ לָּ אָּ :הַזאֹתהָּ נוּפֹהיֶשְׁנוֹאֲשֶׁראֶתכִי14 עִמָּּ

קלִפְנֵיהַיּוֹםעֹמֵד נוּפֹהאֵינֶנּוּאֲשֶׁרוְאֵתאֱלֹהֵינוּיְקֹוָּ :הַיּוֹםעִמָּּ

Devarim 29:9-14

9You stand here today before Adonai your God… 11to enter into a covenant with Adonai

your God… 12in order to maintain you as God’s nation, as God will be your God, as has been

told to you and as was promised to your ancestors, to Avraham, to Yitzhak and to Ya’akov.

13But it is not only with you that I make this covenant… 14but with both those who are

standing here with us today, in the presence of Adonai our God, along with those who are not

here with us today.



Michael Wyschogrod, The Body of Faith 65-67

…why a covenant with the carnal instead of the spiritual

seed of Abraham? Is it physical relationship that is

essential? Are there not those who are Abraham’s

children in the spirit who are more dear to God than a

crass, perhaps unbelieving, Jew who is related to

Abraham in the flesh but whose spiritual illumination is

quite dim? Are not the real elect the aristocrats of the

spirit, who derive from all people, cultures, and races?



Michael Wyschogrod, The Body of Faith 65-67

The difficulty with [the] spiritualization of the God-man

relationship is that it is untrue to man’s nature, which is largely

carnal. The division of man into the spiritual and the material is

itself an act of abstraction that has a limited validity but that must

not obscure the basic unity of human existence… Man is not a

coupling of the spiritual and material but a creature who thinks

and runs, grieves and cries, is amused and laughs… the God of

Israel confirms man as he created him to live in the material

cosmos. There is therefore no possibility of a divine requirement

for the discarding of a part of human existence.



Michael Wyschogrod, The Body of Faith 65-67

…And that is why God’s election is of a carnal

people. By electing the seed of Abraham, God

creates a people that is in his service in the totality

of its human being and not just in its moral and

spiritual existence. The domain of the family, the

most fundamental and intimate human association,

is thereby sanctified, so that obedience to God does

not require hate of father and mother.”



Judaism as Religion and Mission

כ-יז:כטדברים

כֶםיֵשׁפֶן17 האוֹאִישׁבָּ האוֹאִשָּ חָּ בוֹאֲשֶׁרשֵׁבֶטאוֹמִשְׁפָּ קמֵעִםהַיּוֹםפֹנֶהלְבָּ לֶכֶתאֱלֹהֵינוּיְקֹוָּ הֵםהַגּוֹיִםאֱלֹהֵיאֶתלַעֲבֹדלָּ כֶםיֵשׁפֶןהָּ בָּ

:וְלַעֲנָּהראֹשׁפֹרֶהשֹׁרֶשׁ יָּה18 מְעוֹוְהָּ הדִבְרֵיאֶתבְשָּׁ לָּ אָּ רֵךְהַזאֹתהָּ בוֹוְהִתְבָּ לוֹםלֵאמֹרבִלְבָּ סְפוֹתלְמַעַןאֵלֵךְלִבִיבִשְׁרִרוּתכִילִייִהְיֶהשָּׁ

וָּה רָּ האֶתהָּ :הַצְמֵאָּ קיאֹבֶהלא19ֹ זכִילוֹסְלֹחַַיְקֹוָּ תוֹיְקֹוָּקאַףיֶעְשַׁןאָּ אִישׁוְקִנְאָּ ההַהוּאבָּ בְצָּ לבוֹוְרָּ הכָּ לָּ אָּ ההָּ ההַזֶהבַסֵפֶרהַכְתוּבָּ חָּ וּמָּ

יִםמִתַחַתשְׁמוֹאֶתיְקֹוָּק מָּ :הַשָּ קוְהִבְדִילו20ֹ היְקֹוָּ עָּ אֵלשִׁבְטֵימִכֹללְרָּ לוֹתכְכֹליִשְרָּ ההַבְרִיתאָּ הבְסֵפֶרהַכְתוּבָּ :הַזֶההַתוֹרָּ

Devarim 29:17-20

17Perhaps there is someone among you, a man or a woman or a clan or a tribe, whose heart is today turning

away from the Lord our God to go worship the gods of those nations. Perhaps there is among you a root

sprouting gall and wormwood. 18When he hears the words of this curse and feels blessed in his heart,

saying, “I will have peace, for I will follow the whims of my heart”… 19The Lord will not be willing to

forgive him, for then the anger and jealousy of the Lord will be kindled against that man, and all the curse

that is written in this scroll will lie upon him. The Lord will wipe out his name from underneath the

heavens. 20The Lord will separate him out for evil from all the tribes of Israel according to all of the curses

of the covenant that is written in this scroll of teaching.



Judaism as Religion and Mission

Rambam Responsum #293

…The core point is that Avraham our father is the one who taught and educated the

people, informing them of the religious truth and the unity of God, rejecting idols and

their worship. He brought many into the Divine Presence and taught, instructed and

commanded his descendants to follow God’s way, as it is said in the Torah, “For I have

singled him out, that he may instruct his children and his posterity to keep the way of

the Lord…” Therefore, anyone in any generation who converts and anyone who

unifies God’s name as is written in the Torah is a student of Avraham our father and a

member of his household, and Avraham himself is responsible for setting him on the

right path just as he did to the people of his own generation… Avraham our father is

thus the father to all of his descendants who properly follow his example and also a

father to all of his students and to any future convert…
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