
 

ELEMENTARY COMMUNICATION 
March 20, 2020 
 
Dear Elementary Parents, 
 
We’ve made it through our first few days of Interim Home Learning! While there have been some 
virtual bumps in the road, I am happy to report things have been going relatively smoothly. It has 
been a delight seeing the images and videos that some of you are sending with your children working 
diligently - and sometimes in uniform! I know I speak on behalf of our faculty when I say, we miss 
your children dearly. They are what make our school come alive. For now, our halls are quiet; our 
playgrounds empty. We are all praying for a quick end to COVID-19 so that we can see the bright 
eyes and smiling faces of our students again soon!  
 
We have had a few questions about the possibility of live, virtual learning. Although we have set very 
high expectations for our teachers in what they are preparing for you, we haven’t yet asked our 
teachers to go this route - at least not all day, every day. Your teachers may invite your children to a 
live meeting or class, but this will depend on the subject, grade, and teacher. It may also take place 
more in Grades 4, 5, and 6, due to the increased independence level these students have regarding 
technology use. Especially in the lower grades, we have tried to structure the material we have given 
you with as much flexibility as possible, knowing that each family will do what they can, when they 
can, depending on their personal circumstances. The use of video has proven challenging, and we 
are investigating platforms to help our teachers do this more effectively. We will keep our current 
plans and delivery in place until the Easter Break, but we will continue to evaluate as we move 
forward and everyone becomes more comfortable with our new reality. Please continue to work 
closely with myself, Coline Vos, and your homeroom teacher so that we continue to do everything  
we can to support you and your child(ren). 
 
The teachers who are providing live, virtual learning opportunities through a medium like Google Meet 
will be giving the students explicit instructions on its use. With any technology, there exists the 
possibility of misuse. We ask for your help in monitoring and re-enforcing that all students are 
participating only when the teacher is present, not creating groups themselves, and are following the 
guidelines in our technology policy. We have included that form for your reference. I have asked the 
teachers to let you know if your child is having trouble navigating this. Likewise, if you observe any 
behaviours of concern, please let your teacher know so that we work together to address them 
quickly. 
 
Please continue to be creative and to connect as a community. Whether that is reaching out to your 
teacher, sending a video or image, or gathering virtually to eat together. I would emphasize that the 
images and videos you are sharing of the children are certainly uplifting and help keep our faculty 
spirits high. Please continue to share! The school administration will continue to send you updates 
and your teachers will be in touch each morning. Please reach out should you need anything.  
 
Blessings, 
Lori Blais 
Director, Education and Formation - Elementary 

https://files.constantcontact.com/687d8003101/0f757399-cd90-43c6-884c-0f4872db8678.pdf



