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Mission: Empowering 
and supporting youth 
agricultural education and 
leadership development in 
Sonoma County.

Vision: To promote and 
inspire Sonoma County 
youth participation in 
agriculture, leadership and                                         
educational activities 
through scholarships, grants 
and a place for youth to 
meet.
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             Felicia Rush

A letter from the Executive Director and 
Board President

Dear Friends, 

The 2018 year found the Youth Ag & Leadership 
Foundation of Sonoma County continuing to prosper 
and thrive, interest in scholarships, grants and Center 
use have reached historic highs. This increase in interest 
proves there is a need for our Foundation to continue to 
seek funding and increase support. 

As our Foundation has evolved to meet the needs of the 
youth agriculture programs, we have challenged 
ourselves to ask “why are we here? And what is our 
purpose?” With those thoughts in mind we worked 
together to create our new mission and vision statements 
for the Foundation. While our roots are firmly 
planted in our founding of supporting Sonoma County 
4-H programs, we now hope to expand our reach to 
include more agricultural education and leadership 
development programs. 

As you will see throughout this report, we made great 
strides in accomplishing the Foundation’s mission last 
year.  If the Youth Ag & Leadership Foundation is to 
fulfill its mission, we cannot stop and rest on these 
successes. We need your help, your support, and your 
feedback to “empower and support youth agricultural 
education and leadership development in Sonoma 
County”. YOU are why we are here and together we can 
build the future for youth in agriculture!

Sincerely,
Adrienne Uboldi - Board President
Felicia Rush - Executive Director



2018 Youth Ag & Leadership 
Foundation of Sonoma County 

Donor Recognition

Platnium Donors (Over $10,000)
Jackson Family Wines

Wilson Events, Inc.

Gold Donors (Over $5,000)
American AgCredit

Clover Sonoma

Silver Donors (Over $1,500)
 Balletto Vineyard

Bob & Shirley Dempel
Camilla Gray-Nelson

Community First Credit Union
Exchange Bank

Jim & Karen Famini
Men’s Garden Club

Michael Gentry
Pacatte Construction
Parsons Construction
Paul & Amy Mononi

Rabobank
Sam & Rita McMillian

Sonoma Ag Art
Triple C Ranch

Vintage Tree Care

SAVE THE DATE

15th Annual 
BBQ Fundraiser
August 24, 2019

Featuring 
Music By: 

Court ‘n Disaster
Auctioneer: 

Nick Pruett 
Catering: 
Lombardi’s

RENT THE CENTER
The Center at 6445 Commerece Blvd, in Rohnert Park is a great 
place to host a meeting or event! Contact us today for a quote!

office.youthagleadership@gmail.com or 707-584-9284



2019 Scholarship Recipients

Laura Anderson

Scholarship:
$1000 Men’s Garden Club

University: Cal Poly

Major: Animal Science

Andy Azevedo

Scholarship:
$1000 Joe DeGrazia

University: Butte 
Community College

Major: Welding Technology

Akira Crossler

Scholarship:
$750 Foundation

University: Undetermined

Major: Undetermined

Emily Eck

Scholarship:
$1650 Pat Groverman 
Replacement Heifer

University: University of Wyoming

Major: Animal Science

Wilson Kiff

Scholarship:
$20,000 Richard Kunde

University: Cal Poly

Major: Viticulture & Enology

Will Larson

Scholarship:
$650 Foundation

University: Santa Rosa Junior 
College

Major: Viticulture

Jacob John Lepori

Scholarship:
$1000 Joe DeGrazia

University: Santa Rosa Junior 
College

Major: Ag Business

Annie Marie Neles

Scholarship:
$750 Foundation

University: Undetermined

Major: Viticulture & Enology

Hope Hansen

Scholarship:
$1650 Pat Groverman 
Replacement Heifer

University: Fresno State

Major: Ag Business

Melanie Hanlon

Scholarship:
$1000 Men’s Garden Club

University: Oregon State

Major: Food Science & 
Technology

Marissa Pendleton

Scholarship:
$2500 Saralee Kunde Community 
Service

University: Santa Rosa Junior 
College

Major: Ag Education

Grace Nonella

Scholarship:
$1000 Foundation

University: Cal Poly

Major: Ag Business



Dena Tunzi

Scholarship:
$600 Foundation

University: Colorado State

Major: Ag Business

2019 Scholarship Recipients

TOTAL AMOUNT AWARDED SINCE 2013 = $95,250

• Youth Ag & Leadership Foundation
• American Ag Credit

• Dempel/Johnson
• Saralee Community Service

• Joe DeGrazia Memorial
• Garton Tractor

• Men’s Garden Club
• Beverly C. Wilson*

• *Denotes Scholarship added in 2018

Total Amount of Scholarships by Donor

Ariel Scholten

Scholarship:
$1000 American AgCredit

University: Oklahoma State

Major:Ag Business & Ag 
Communications

Rose Spaletta

Scholarship:
$1000 American AgCredit

University: Modesto Junior 
College

Major: Animal Science & 
Natural Resources

Kody Sawyer

Scholarship:
$600 Foundation

University: Santa Rosa Junior 
College

Major: Culinary

Amy Rodgers

Scholarship:
$2500 Dempel/Johnson

University: Grand Canyon

Major: Early Elementary 
Studies

Francesca Pharo

Scholarship:
$1000 Dr. Fred Groverman

University: Colorado State

Major: Animal Science

Ethan Wesselkamper

Scholarship:
$650 Foundation

University: Undetermined

Major: Undetermined

Robert Tunzi

Scholarship:
$2500 Beverly C. Wilson

University: Oklahoma State

Major: Ag Business 

Jennifer Torres

Scholarship:
$20,000 Saralee McClelland 
Kunde

University: Cal Poly

Major: Ag Education



10th Annual Pancake Breakfast

It was another great year of 
pancakes and fun for all at our 10th 
Annual Pancake Breakfast. We 
raised over $15,000 in gross 
revenue, serving over 250 
breakfasts! The center was full of 
families enjoying time together and 
delicious hot food. Our kitchen 
team was well versed on running a 
smooth operation, never once 
letting the food run out. Thank you 
to all our dedicated directors who 
provided their time, donations and 
were here bright and early 
cooking, cleaning and everything 
in between! We are also thankful to 
Steve Knudsen for taking beautiful 
pictures of the event. Also, a special 
thank you to Karen Famini for 
doing face painting and of course 
our amazing pancake team, Phil & 
Toni Brooks who bring their huge 
cooking rig! We couldn’t do this 
event withouth them.

Thank you to our sponsors:  
Ann Marie Carinalli, CPA, 
American AgCredit, Clover 
Sonoma, Community First Credit 
Union, Exchange Bank, Pacatte 
Construction, Petaluma Poultry, 
Poppy Bank, Rabobank, Safeway, 
and Starbucks. Without these 
sponsors we would not be as 
successful as we are, THANK YOU!

A Special Thank You to Our Sponsors...

Ann Marie 
Carinalli, 

CPA



12 Grants Awarded to 

7Club Projects 

totalling over $5,500

2018 
By The 

Numbers

15 Scholarships 
Awarded to 13 

Students totalling 
$18,500

291 Club 
and Project 

Meetings held 
at The Center

Raised 
$161,341
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