
A Message from Autumn  
 

Hello Versailles Baptist Church! 

I am excited to be considered the candidate 
for Children’s Minister and I have enjoyed 
getting to know the Personnel Committee and 
the Preschool and Children’s Committees! 
Throughout this process, I have seen firsthand 
the joy and passion that VBC has for sharing 
the Gospel of Jesus to children both within the 
church and within the community. Through 
my experience, education, calling, and passion, 
I believe that God has uniquely enabled me to 
join VBC to share the Good News of Christ to 
the kids and families in Versailles, Kentucky. 

In Matthew 22:36-40 we see Jesus teach that 
the two greatest commandments are to “love 
the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your mind” and to 
“love your neighbor as yourself.” I believe 
teaching these two great commandments 
should be the foundation of any children’s 
ministry. Therefore, my vision and desire for 
the children’s ministry at VBC is to first, join 
together with parents and families to teach 
kids both why and how we should love God. 
Then second, my desire is to provide both fun 
lessons and practical, hands-on opportunities 
to help kids understand how they can love 
their neighbors both in the Woodford County 
community and “to the ends of the earth.”  

If I have learned anything about VBC, it is that 
you are passionate about missional work and 
spreading the gospel. Therefore, I believe 
using Matthew 22:36-40 as the foundation of 
the children’s ministry will not only help 
children accept Christ as their Savior, but will 
also help kids understand both why and how 
we can all join together to share this Good 
News to others.  

Throughout the years, I had no idea how God 
was preparing me to serve and lead in kids 
ministry. Yet, now looking back, it is evident 

that God began equipping me for children’s 
ministry even before I realized or accepted a call 
to ministry. Beginning in middle school, I had 
the opportunity to help start and lead a 
Christian club in my school and invite people to 
church and youth group. Then in high school, I 
continued leading the Christian club, began 
teaching and writing children’s lessons, and had 
the opportunity to work each summer at a 
Christian camp for both children and teens. I 
believe that God used these early, formative 
years of my life to create my true heart-desire 
for serving in ministry. 

Since then I have had the opportunity to share 
the gospel on numerous mission trips both 
stateside and abroad. I have served as an 
Associate Children’s Minister and have recently 
served as the Elementary Children’s Coordinator 
at a multi-campus church. Through each of 
these service and ministry opportunities God 
has continued to strengthen and define my 
passion and life’s calling for children’s ministry.  

My life’s desire is to share the gospel and love of 
Jesus Christ with children and I believe that God 
has specifically enabled me to do that here, at 
VBC. Therefore, I am thrilled and honored to be 
considered for the opportunity to join you in 
serving and ministering to children in VBC and 
the surrounding 
communities.  

Thank you again 
for your 
consideration! 

Autumn Porter 
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August 25, 2019 

Dear VBC family, 

For several months, the Personnel 
Committee has been seeking God’s 
direction to lead us to the person He 
has chosen for our next Minister to 
Children. We thank you for partnering 
with us in prayer in this endeavor as 
we have reviewed resumes, evaluated 
questionnaires, conducted interviews, 
contacted references and observed 
candidates in a ministry setting. 
Although along this journey we have 
met many Godly and capable 
individuals, we believe we have been 
led to one particular person. It is with 
great excitement and anticipation that 
we present to you Autumn Porter as 
our recommendation for Minister to 
Children at Versailles Baptist Church. 

For the past 3 years Autumn has served on 
staff at Concord Baptist in Anderson, SC as 
an Associate Children’s Minister. Concord 
is a church of 1,000 weekly attendees with 
120 children K-5th grade. She has 
significant leadership responsibilities in 
both their preschool and children’s 
ministries. She has excelled in teaching 
and organizing multiple aspects of the 
children’s ministry. During her time at 
Concord Baptist, she has also directed the 
church’s Good News Club in the local 
elementary school where she regularly 
teaches 100 children. 

Autumn briefly served as the Elementary 
Ministry Coordinator at Highlands 
Fellowship Church in Abingdon, VA. At 
Highlands Fellowship Autumn was tasked 
with recruiting and organizing volunteers. 
This multi-site church ministers to 
hundreds of children every week. 

Last summer Autumn worked as a Bible 
Study teacher and tennis coach with 
Lifeway’s CentriKid camp in 
Campbellsville, KY. She was actually a 
counselor to some of our Versailles Baptist 
children who attended the same camp. 

Autumn has a Bachelors in Christian 
Ministry and is close to finishing her 
Masters of Divinity degree at Anderson 
University, a Southern Baptist supported 
university in South Carolina. Autumn can 
complete the 
remainder of her 
degree program 
online. 

The Personnel Committee is excited for 
the congregation to have an 
opportunity to meet Autumn on 
Sunday, September 8th.  We are certain 
that you will be blessed by hearing 
more about Autumn’s love for 
children’s ministry and ask you to be in 
prayer as we consider extending a call 
to Autumn Porter as our Minister to 
Children. 

Sincerely, 

The Personnel Committee 

Terry Wanless, Donna Ethington, 
Tammy Taylor, Mike Oliver, Ian Hester, 
& Melody Wade 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Candidacy Schedule 

Sept 8th
 

8:15 and 10:45 Autumn shares briefly 
in both worship services 

6:00 Church wide forum to meet 
Autumn, ask questions, and discuss 
children’s ministry 

Sept 15th
 

Vote on calling Autumn Porter during 
the morning worship service 
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