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Governor’s 

Message 

Dear Altrusans, 

I am a die-hard Publisher fan, but this will be my last Mes-

sage created on Publisher since Microsoft announced its 

sunsetting effective October 1.  I am trying a tip that I found 

on the internet, and saving as PDF, then converting to Pow-

erPoint.  We’ll see how that goes; if it’s a bust then I’ll go 

back to Word (these messages are a little too wordy for Can-

va) or, who knows, maybe I’ll find the Next Big Thing. While I’m 

sad to see it go away, it’s a great reminder that we can’t just sit where we 

are, because the world changes and we need to change with it.  

This is a season of transformation. As the days get shorter, we get ready for 

pumpkin spice everything, and harvest the programs and service that we 

planned earlier. Remember the Literacy Challenge — donate at least one 

book for every member, take pictures, and record your donations at altru-

sa.org.  You have until November 30 to submit your service and qualify for 

the commemorative patch for your club banner. 

I just discovered an interesting website: https://www.unitebooks.com/book-

deserts/the-book-desert-map.  This map indicates areas that have been des-

ignated as book deserts, where households are least likely to have 100 

books. If you’re looking for a place to donate your books, this map may help. 

I hope everyone attended our workshop on Membership Events, and that you  

picked up something useful.  Remember that although service is our heart, 

membership is the lifeblood of our organization. Be on the lookout for the 

video and materials to be posted on the District Two website.  But we’re not 

done! Linda Dorr will be presenting Part 2 of her Canva presentation, on 

Wednesday, October 28th.  It’s entitled “From Good to Great: Tell Your Altru-

sa Story” — see the flier on page 3.  You won’t want to miss it! The Zoom link 

is here, but I will also send it out in a later email.  We will also be presenting 

a workshop in November on Best Practices for Planning a Service Event, so 

stay tuned for that. 

This is also the month for fighting homelessness.  I hope everyone is able to 

go to their Area Workshop on October 24th — please see the fliers on pages 

4-6.  Our shared topic is homelessness, and how we can make an impact. 

A final reminder to prepare those Yearbooks and get them sent 

CHANGE IS IN THE AIR! 
Dates To Remember: 

• October 16: World Food 

Day 

• October 24: Area Work-

shops 

• October 24: Make a Dif-

ference Day 

• October 24: United Na-

tions Day 

• October 31: Yearbooks 

due to Communications 

Chair and District Board 

• November 7: Mid-Year 

Board Meeting 

• November 25: Interna-

tional Day for the Elimi-

nation of Violence 

against Women  

Continued on page 2 

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://www.unitebooks.com/book-deserts/the-book-desert-map___.YzJ1OmFsdHJ1c2FpbnRlcm5hdGlvbmFsMTpjOm9mZmljZTM2NV9lbWFpbHNfYXR0YWNobWVudDozNGNjZTU3ZjVmNDhlNjIwODcyNDJiMjY0NjAyNjc1MDo3OmI1MDU6NmUwMTgwZWQwZjBlOWZiZTliZjE5OTRmNGI5ZmFlYmFlNjViZWZhZjI3ZmRmYzJhNGFjMjA5NzhlODQzZDMxODpwOlQ6Rg
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://www.unitebooks.com/book-deserts/the-book-desert-map___.YzJ1OmFsdHJ1c2FpbnRlcm5hdGlvbmFsMTpjOm9mZmljZTM2NV9lbWFpbHNfYXR0YWNobWVudDozNGNjZTU3ZjVmNDhlNjIwODcyNDJiMjY0NjAyNjc1MDo3OmI1MDU6NmUwMTgwZWQwZjBlOWZiZTliZjE5OTRmNGI5ZmFlYmFlNjViZWZhZjI3ZmRmYzJhNGFjMjA5NzhlODQzZDMxODpwOlQ6Rg
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81124060456?pwd=6T0fk2f5xhEO6upmZ3yOivUU33BhXF.1___.YzJ1OmFsdHJ1c2FpbnRlcm5hdGlvbmFsMTpjOm9mZmljZTM2NV9lbWFpbHNfYXR0YWNobWVudDozNGNjZTU3ZjVmNDhlNjIwODcyNDJiMjY0NjAyNjc1MDo3Ojk2Zjc6ODVkOGJlZmU5NzlmYWZhN2ViMGQ3MmZhYjVjM2JhNTczOWZiNGMyNDcwMDQyYmFmMWRmYjg0ZDcxZjBhNWJiNjpwOlQ6Rg
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81124060456?pwd=6T0fk2f5xhEO6upmZ3yOivUU33BhXF.1___.YzJ1OmFsdHJ1c2FpbnRlcm5hdGlvbmFsMTpjOm9mZmljZTM2NV9lbWFpbHNfYXR0YWNobWVudDozNGNjZTU3ZjVmNDhlNjIwODcyNDJiMjY0NjAyNjc1MDo3Ojk2Zjc6ODVkOGJlZmU5NzlmYWZhN2ViMGQ3MmZhYjVjM2JhNTczOWZiNGMyNDcwMDQyYmFmMWRmYjg0ZDcxZjBhNWJiNjpwOlQ6Rg


HELPFUL WEBSITES & EMAILS 

District Two Website—News & Events 

Page 

District Two Facebook Page 

Altrusa Service Facebook Page 

Group Tally 

The Altrusa Store (Doc Morgan) 

Altrusa International Foundation 

District Two Service Newsletter 

The International Altrusan 

DSB Editor Submissions:  

mangstadt@aol.com  

Service Newsletter Submissions:  

d2servicenewsletter@gmail.com 

Questions, concerns, suggestions:  

brendaruby@gmail.com 

 

 

October 24, 2026   Fall Area Workshops—locations TBD 

November 7, 2026  Mid-Year Board Meeting—Washington, PA and virtual 

April 22-25, 2027  71st Annual District Two Conference—Washington, PA (McKeesport) 

July 21-24, 2027  International Convention—Columbus, OH 

April 2028   72nd Annual District Two Conference—hosted by Capital City 

July 2029   International Convention—Richmond, VA 

to Communications Chair Diane Kolesar (d_kolesar@hotmail.com) and the District Board. Re-

member that we will be using the new criteria for judging. But long or short, complete or skimpy, 

we want to see your yearbooks! 

In our quest for growth, let’s not forget that growth includes new Altrusa and ASTRA clubs. It may 

take time and a few nibbles before we land that fish, but keep trying, and keep the New Club 

Building and ASTRA Chairs in the loop. 

Finally, I want to remind you that your District Board is here for you. If you have a question, reach 

out to a member of the Board or a Committee Chair. If you need help, ask for it.  If you have a sug-

gestion for the Board, for a workshop, for Conference…. anything at all, let us know.  A Board is 

only as good as its members, and we strive to deliver great service to our District.  Let us be of 

service! 

Warmly, 

Brenda 

Continued from page 1 
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